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CHAPTER I. 



WiscU>m doth not more moderate wasting sorrow 
Than time: later time for't ; be mindful of thy safety* 

Webster* 

At the date of the events set forth in 
this narrative, though the land was fre- 
quently disturbed by party divisions, they 
did not rage with all the fury which had 
once belonged to them. Those who were 
most disgusted with the conduct of tlie 
Regicides, after the total failure of the 
Royal cause, had in many instances left 
the country. But the exiles sighed in 
a foreign land for their home, and when 
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2 THE WITCH-FIIJDER. 

it was understood that by submission to 
the usurping government they might be 
safe in person and in property, if they 
returned to England ; not a few, like the 
respectable and celebrated Evelyn, were 
glad to do so, as they saw no prospect of 
that change which , they desired, and 
which they had for a time expected. Men 
who from their opposite attachments, 
could at one period not brook each 
other's society, began to mingle when 
the lapse of seven or eight years had 
abated their animosities, and afforded 
leisure for prudent calculation. The 
Jfriends of the King were not always un- 
willing to connect themselves intimately 
,with their former enemies, hoping by 
^ueh connections to screen themselves 
from suspicion, and from the operation of 
sa^y new measure of confiscation to whicfh 
p[iey might otherwise be exposed ; 'while 
those once most distinguished by their 
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zeal for the cominonwe^lth, when they 
failed the change brought about by tKeir 
means had not produced that blissful 
freedom and repose which they had 
declared, and in some instances, perhaps, 
expected would be the immediate reward 
of their exertions, were led to look on 
the friends of royalty with more urbanity 
than before. 

Lesley was one of those who by fa- 
mily connections had been so mixed up 
with the royalist party before he was of 
age to choose for himself, that when that 
period arrived, he could not separate 
from it, without exposing himself to be 
branded with the name of an apostate. 
His frienck continued to hope for whaf 
they desired long after their opponents 
exulted in the consummation of their tri- 
umph, and Lesley found himself stripped 
of fortune by the course which his^fether 
had taken. With every disposition to 
B 2 
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mmW %d^flf^^g^t of, 4pi^^ so with 

TbflTfi ;^^ jwip4iyf4^^ wbp had em- 
br?c§4/ithf5jfiau^, ofjh^ ^peyplyitionist?, 
and ba4i%'.:*:tWf S^i^'^ neigh- 

hourhflpd jpf ]L^le}%^ , He Jia4 remoyedj 
but not t^,; ji vefjf gye^t j^i^tance. Th^s 
perspp, :tl|9ugh he Ji^4 W^tJ.q reproach 
himself or his , immed^ate.^ ^i|cestor with 
the folly of loyalty, a^d, though he 
gained cousideijably by the. pgrt he had 
acted, .was not exactly satisfied with th^ 
reward he had received. . When treason 
proved successful, he, ^^a?^ well dis- 
posed to regard the wjjqlp) property 
of the nation as bootJ^^^ wd he W4s 
thoroughly persuaded that ip th^ distri- 
bution of what was actuftlly divided, ^s 
services, had notJb^mdiix}y considered. 
This i^aft^d Lpdey^ wjii^n phap^^^^ 
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them tdgethet/ pt'dvai '^8K?aBij^ «greei- 
able compatiibiis'i ■ T?Krf^^k»^r'^feih had 
conceived- agarast^'tliiJi^f l\friWi* %liom- he 
had been connected, enableflrboth to 
express theff thind^ si&b&e^ ^fthout of- 
fence to 6idlfi dther, afttd ihS naturally 
led them'to Isfieafc very philbabpHically of 
those party ptejudicfe^ wlSich had been 
long chMshed wfth unnecessary heat, 
and 'Itf %diif In^faces with deadly 
yiolefife/^fie^Rdbndhcfad confessed the 
CaVa^ierShkil'^beiii Kkfdly dealt with, 
iand the CSavalieri not to be behind in 
liberality, ' did libt scruple to own that 
much of what kis friends had [suffered 
had been brought on them by their own 
folly. ^^The individiial with whom Lesley 
thus 'toiih^cted himself, it need hardly 
be ^ta|t^4wa^ no other' than Johnson. 
Th^ TfeitioVil 6¥ the Hburidhead from the 
neighbou?h<kfdf'cl?^5tesley, abated their 
intimacy} biit it wiis >eriewed at inter- 
B S 
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6 THE WITCH.FINDER% 

vals. Through this person, Lesley was 
introduced to Mr. Lee, a wealthy member 
of the opposite faction, and a retired 
soap ntanufactutler. It was pointed oAt 
to Lesley, that Mr. Lee was evidently in 
a consumption, and as in all probability 
he would take his departure from thifr 
world within a very moderate period, a 
person disposed to better his fortune, if 
he could J but succeied to Mr. Lee*s place 
in the heart of his buxom dame^ would 
at once raise himself to affluence which 
might enable him to defy future 
chances. * 

A hint like this was Bot loiit ^m Jjes^ 
ley. He was not one of those impru- 
dent people who suffer the head to be in 
a manner pushed aside by the heart, and 
reason to be overcome by feeUng. He 
was capable of exercising such virtuous 
control over himself^ that he never 
coveted any gratification for Which others 
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might be induced to risk their future 
peade, till he had consulted his arithmetic, 
and found that to gratify his inclinations^ 
would not impair or endanger his means. 
The idea then of carrying a rich wi* 
dow, was to him most agreeable. That 
her family was not exactly what he could 
have wished, he might sometimes regret ; 
but then the wealth of which she was to 
become mistress was so much to his taste^ 
that he was generous enough to over- 
look the defect in the lady's blood, and 
hold it to be atoned for by the sterling 
meiit of her gold. He fully made up his^ 
mind to many her whenever Mr. Lee 
would afford him the opportunity, and 
the very promising cough of that gen- 
tleman justified his sanguine expecta-^ 
tiohs, and was well calculated to call 
forth the most rapturous anticipation. 

The friend who had given advice 
to one so likely to profit by it, might 
B 4 
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indeed jJp\^e,t^keo ^a^ ^j$ir c&{xr^ dt 
fcejiefiting Lesley. Job^spQ qoi^ld hftye 
offered hiyi,hi^'pWVic^Bf^i^v^ he was 
not withoutjthp. inp^ns;of /giMi^S .^th h(ar 
what would have . been > a«cept«fcle to 
many a poor Cavalien Bjat (hpL^i^Qw, 
(as was to ie) was much ricj^r/than he 
i^ould make his daughter^ a^i besides 
this, reason which his friendship / §ug» 
gested against inviting Lesley to^becon^ 
his son-in-law, he had two ot^rs, which 
with him were almost of ec^ual weight. 
One was, that he had, when he directed 
his friend's attentipn.to Mrs.J[yi3e, w^tl^ 
deemed a more el^ible ms^tch in his 
eye J the other, that he propc^^4p retmii 
for the good offices which be might -ren- 
der to Lesley with Mrs. X^e, %o obtain^ 
the former's consen|: to his becomii^ the 
husband of C^lja., ;,Wi3binft to bef^me 
the brother-in.l^W;pf bis |iji?jt)uJi he did 
not desire, that coojple^ity ;>«f , ugioa 
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vfbieh would have pven Lesley a mother- 
in-law in his sister. ; ' * 

Mr. JohnsoHi as the lover of Cclia, was 
not wholly moved by |rassion. Prudent 
calculation was as familiar to him as with 
his intended relation, Lesley j but it was 
not always persevered in with like steadi- 
ness. Though not.blind to the beauty of 
Celia, his attention was fixed on the ad- 
vantages likely to result from making 
his way into a family which would be 
connected with individuals of influence 
and authority, in the event of that change 
taking place which he had begun to 
think was almost to be looked for — the 
restoration of monarchy. 

Johnson calculated on the good offices 
of his friend with Celia, and these were 
certainly ho more than were necessary to 
secure the accomplishment of his pur- 
pose. Vanity or presumption might 
have been imputed, had he trusted 
B 5 
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solely tSo fcis own perfotial ttierits. Mt. 
Johnson had in his favour the ei^igriiBnic& 
of more tWah^fty y^rs. This, however^ 
did not greatly add to the attractions of 
his extferidi*. ^is grey penetratitifg 
cloudless feyes wer6 Weft sheltered from 
the rays of the sun, by the thick, bttthjr^ 
overhanging bro\vs Which Were stationed 
beneath the wrinkles of liis forehead. 
His furrowed face Was hot ^>xacdy such 
as the hero of a love roniancie must wear, 
but his upright figure and gigantic frame 
commanjded attention, and might in many 
instances have proved perfectly irresisti-^ 
ble. 

Circumstances, wliich it is unnecessary 
to set forth in this place, had caused him 
in some degree to estrange himself from 
the Lesleys for several months. Though 
Bought more than once by bis friend and 
former neighbour, he had declined see- 
ing him. But about the time of Chal- 
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loner^s visit be had again made his 
appearance. The oause of his doing so 
was first the rapid decline, and afta*w^da 
the death of Mr. I^ee. Lesley was grate- 
ful for this mark of attention^ and the 
loan* whiah ^he obtained from Challoner 
gave him every importunity he could 
eovet of prosecuting his fortune with 
success. 

When Johnson renewed his visits at 
Horasey, he was rather discomfited 
to find that Albert, who had form^ly 
been scarcely acquainted there, who was^ 
in fact, only known as the youth entrust* 
ed to the care of Thorpe while receiving 
his education, had become a frequent 
visitor. Johnson set down his attentions 
to the right cause. He never doubted 
that Cdia was the attraction for him* 
He; would h9ve <^nly attempted to 
baffle the hopes of the youth, but he had 
not sufficient confidence in female dts^ 
B 6 
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Q^rnmeatj toj^cri^et* tlmt; tbe/^uperioii- 
ty which ?My«8ix3^e«ar$ rmy give cm^ 
man over:a8LOtfc^ of / but twenty, \wosd4 
be duly appredsited by at lady of eigh? 
teen. He, therefw?, deemed it prudent 
not to enter tbe Ustsi Hi& first resolve, 
Was again to absent Wmsi^f from : Horn* 
sey, that he might avoid meesting Albert 
His plan of action was not matured, but 
he reflected, that it might be easy at a 
future period: to be made known to 
Albert J while once recognised, the 
knowledge of his person could not be 
withdrawn. l . . . , 

^ His accidental meeting with.Chcdkmer 
had nearly defeated Jiis: object^ that of 
keeping himiBelf p^sonaUy unknown to 
Albert. He wasan imminent danger of 
being surprised in a situation of all otheors 
perhaps tbe moat characteristic, and con^ 
sequeiitly^ : of iril others, that in wbicfaL.he 
least desired to be seen. How he acted 
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on tliat occ^ian has zh^Ay hemntiAd. 
Celia did not: faa^eit to obsferw himi 
and Albert, if he looked at hm^ took 
no. particular notice of one 'vrifo wasto 
bim a jpe^f^ct stranger. 

But notwithstanding, Johnson disconti* 
nued h» 'visits^ he had fhequent confer* 
ences with Lefsley. Pretending ill healthy 
and great anxiety for hisgood success with 
the widow, he was waited upon at his 
house by his friend. When they met, he 
w^s not a little inquisitive about Albeit. 
Thorpe, though enjoined not to let Al- 
bert know to whose bounty he was so 
largely indebted, had in confidence iu;* 
formed Lesley of the name of the benet 
footer. Lesley did not scruple to reveal 
it to Johnson. Less intimacy than sub- 
mted between them would probably have 
led to such a disclosure, from the little 
chance V which there was. of its ever 
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I'eachiiig from ihut quailser tiny dnfe erf' 
the {)^rties ^hoth it coiild ih the sligiitl^st 
degree affect. 

It was in one of thfete ititervie^s that 
Johnson proceeded to unfold his views 
on Celia. Lesley was surprised at the 
disclosure, and soinewhat at a lossho^ 
to answer. He was not shocked or dis* 
gusted that a m&n old enough to be the 
grandfather of* his sister, ^ould propose 
to become her husband. Whether ot 
not Celia might be able to bestow het 
affections oh such a suitor. Was a matter 
Which he did not think it Worth while to 
ccmsider. For Mmsdf he was content to 
matry where interest pointed, and it 
therefore was in his opinion perfectly 
reasonable to cail on another to do th^ 
same. On this point he did not pause 
a single moment, as he bad always con-* 
sidered the attractions of his sister among 
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thfe means by which he might be en- 
abled to improve hi& prospects* 

Bui he had fong been c^ q)imoii that 
he c6old in no way aecomplish this s^ 
directly as by Wingltig about a marriage 
b6t*r^en Albert and Celia. Wh^n a 
negative was pat on this, he still diiiig 
to the hope which be had Cherished^ aild 
had begun to scheme, with a view ' of get- 
ting the decision of Ghalloner revoked; 
When Johnsob, however, had expatiated 
on his means^ which he represented to be 
more considerable than his friend Les^ 
ley bad ever suspected them to bej 
when he further pointed out the advan« 
tages^ which would be realised on bii 
di^ath, as itil^s his firm resolve to leav* 
his undutiful daughter by a former mar** 
tmgt nothing more thati a bare subsist* 
ence, it appeared to the prudent brothei* 
that such an ^er wtonot t6be slighted^ 
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and he scrupled not to promise for his 
sister. ^ 

But as some appearance of consent 
on the part of Celia was necessary, John- 
son advised that the matter should not 
be broken to her at once. Whatever 
value he might set upon himself, he 
certainly was well aware that there was 
some risk of his merit being overlooked 
among females, and especially among 
young ones. He wished Lesley first to 
train the mind of his sister to endure the 
idea of becoming Mrs. Johnson, before 
he should be announced to her in form. 
This Lesley undertook to do, and he 
kept his word. After noticing the ob- 
stacle to her union with Albert, which 
Challoner had thrown in the way, he 
pointed out to her the importance of 
settling at all events. He dwelt on the 
folly of being particular about youth or 
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appearance, when^^ji^cjts ipf imuph greater 
importance claimed attention. He ex- 
patiated on ti^. countless .benefits which 
would result tQ her apd to all beloi^jng 
to her, were ahome like that which his 
friend Johnson could offer made secure- 
ly hers,. On this he enlarged witji much 
emphasis, aft^ he had paid Ms first visit 
of condolence to the widow Lee. In ad- 
dition to the. qojasideiations which had 
pressed upon jhim b^ore» he began to 
reflect, that, - enfteripg into the holy state 
himself, it might be peculiarly conve- 
nient that his, silver should not remain 
beneath his iqof. 

Celia was Jittle in the habit of con- 
troverting what her .brother advanced, 
and she had i^o thought of doing so on 
tiiis occasion.^ When Lesley spoke of 
what in his j|udgir|ent wauld be desirable, 
she suspected not that he was paving the 
way to bring it about, and however Celia 
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might difier from hiin, sihe did not judgd 
it would be wise to dispute with her bro*- 
ther on what she understood him to 
have advanced merely as a matter of 
opinion. 
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CHAP. II. 

Thou art a fool. 

The robin-redbreast and the nightingale 

Never lire long in cagds. 

WSB^TEB. 

JjESLBY Was resolved that lio other Wooi^r' 
should have the start of him with the 
Widow. Her excessive grief furnished 
him with an excellent excuse for ihak^ 
ing frequent enquiries afl^r her health. 
Though she lived at some distance^ hav-' 
ing retired to Lambeth on the late sad 
event, Mr. Lesley went thither at least 
two or three times in each week. Hd 
had the courage to meet her tears andf 
hysterics in their first flow and fiill vi-, 
gour. These would have alarmed a 
novice, but they only served to encouri 
age him. He had seen enough of the 
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world to know that aflBiction, like every 
other possession, is liable to be ex- 
hausted by a too profuse expenditure, 
Liesley was well aware that the carefully 
nursed and nourished grief of the ma- 
tron might supply tears once a day for 
a quarter of a year, and gravity of speech 
and deportment for a still longer period ; 
but he had often seen the spendthrift 
widow run through her whole stock of 
uproarious misery in a week or two. j and 
after treating all her acquaintances with 
tears, sobs, and faintings at the com- 
mencement of the month, laughing 
heartily at a joke before its dose. 

And therefore believing things to be in 
a very promising state at Lambeth, he 
wished to enable his friend Johnson to 
indulge in like exultation with respect 
to Celia. He considered that all the 
needftil preliminary steps had been taken, 
and resolved to break the whole affwr 
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to her. This he did with little circumlo- 
cution, for an excess ^of sensibility was 
not among his foiblea; and marriage was, 
tn his opinion, so perfectly a matter df 
business, that had be been a m^chant 
it would certainly have been as regularly 
entered on the debtor or creditor side, 
as the case might be, with the same re- 
gularity as a bale of gopdd shipped or 
received, 

Celia heard her brother with infinite 
surprise. He rmnarked it, but could 
only suppose that it sprang from joy. 
Either this was his opiiiion^ or he thought 
it policy to make.her believe so. 

" This fortunate change," said he, ** in 
the aspect of our ai&irs, I see, gratifies 
you as much as it does me. Your good 
fortune is great ; but some credit I take 
to myself for having led pur firiendtomake 
an overture so highly advwtageous." 

" Surely," Celia replied, ;*• you cai^not 
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be serious. You cannot wish me to be- 
come the wife of Mr, Johnson/' 

** I was never more serious in my life ; 
and I see so little cause for being other* 
wise, that I cannot persuade myself you 
have a doubt on the subject." 

" It grieves me to hear it ; for you 
will, perhaps, think me not overwise to 
(decline what you deem so eligible/' 

" Decline — decline it ! Are you in 
your senses ?'* 

" Yes, brother, so I think. I am not 
conscious of any unwonted falling off." 

" This amazes me. How can you re- 
gard the news I have brought you as 
other than most flattering?" 

" Flattering it may be; but it is any 
thing but agreeable." 

" And why ? The property of Mr. 
Johnson I know to be large." 

•* That I believe. But you spoke not 
of his propeii:y." 
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. « Nay, there I confess I was wrong. 
I ought to have named it. Without 
property I should have little to say on 
the subject. It is that: which makes all 
the difference." 

" But all the wealth on earth would 
not make me disposed to call Mr. John- 
son husband." 

•* You seem absolutely insane. What 
can you object ?" 

" A little, perhaps, on the score of 
pj^rty. It would. ill become a Lesley to 
marry into the family of one who had 
been the companion and agent, if no 
more, of regicides.*' 

"It is not now that we ought to bring 
up the events pf former days.'* 

" I wish not to stir them up so that 
they shall become the source of discord 
and bloodshed ; but it is due to ou^ own 
jcharacter not tp in|ngle> or, at all events, 
not indUsolubly to unite ourselves with 
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those, who have participated in the fri^W- 
ful gtdit, which has brought general ruiti 
on the loyal and the honest*** 

« But the opportunity of repairing that 
ruin now offers. Would it be wise tb 
neglect it?*' 

" Yes, on such terms. Has it not 
occurred to you that my age does nbt 
qualify me to ^become wife to a man of 
Mn Johnson's years. 

" I really do not see that his ^e 
ought to raise any scruple in your mind. 
It is true that he is older than you, but 
what then ? Is it not probable, nay, all 
but certain, that in a few years he will 
be no more, leaving you — for this is to 
be secured, — the rich inheritance of 
nearly all his means, ample as they 
are ?' 

" I am sorry,** said Celia, « to diflfer 
from you 4 but pray let us say no more, 
of Mr. , Johnson. I cannot marry in tlie 
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hcfie of soon becoming a widow. I can- 
not promise affection to a husdband who 
is more than old enough to be my pa* 
rent. This seems not to me consistent 
with decorum/' 

<< Nor can I think this scruple con** 
wtent with that delicacy which ought to 
be the great ornament of a female. I 
di4 persuade myself that your modest 
thoughts would not have ventured so far 
from their proper sphere^ as to be roving 
after the follies of youthful gallantry/' 
« This reproof I have not merited*" 
« It was my hope," Lesley went on, 
<' that you would never resemble those 
wretches, who, sacrificing every thing to 
passi<m, hold decent reserve and prudent 
osculations to be odious and contempt- 
ible, because they are incompatible with 
tliat forward folly which fills the streets 
with the miserable images of famished 
ioiprovidence afid ragged alfe<^oii»" 

VOL. II. c 
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ioo §^^^a^^ff*^^ ?P%^* ^^ reserved tai 
i^^a^.s^^ disposed to enter on a cqurse 
soljii}wisp.-r3p fatal to those who pursue 
it I am tiot in danger of ^doing thia at 
pr^i^ent. If X^eek not by an ioipradent 
union to offend you, can you think that 
I claim toomuch, when I only wish .to 
reo^ain as I am ?" 

./*,!, do not understand this chikjisb 
trifljng. If I ^m content to marry, n^ 
wh^e I feel affection, or look for p^rv 
^onal happiness^ it is not much to expect- 
that you should act a like part.** 

"j,^ou, brother, are master of- your 
own .actions ;— nay, abate that .frown, 
for, trust me, 1 would not offend y-ou^ 
B^g as you are, I cannot think you< wUl 
mayny, but wjie^e inclination leads,!' . .» 
.« True, *l^^: my incUnatioiis, br^tt^ 
traift^4±l?an youa;^ turn, but to theme^Rg 
wh^qhrmjay He;t(;ricate th^ name of L<^ksy 
from the degradation into which it has 
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THE WrrCH-^lKDER. 27 

^fldlen. You, methitiks, might be con- 

"tent to co-operate with me. Ybii ouglit 

hot to wish evermore to continue a* bur- 

• ** To thiis I will not reply as I might 
It need not be said that the wreck of our 
^rtunes was not produced by any deci- 
sion of mine ; yet I scruple not to assert, 
"ihat had I been a man, the bold and ge* 
htsrous step taken by my father shoiild 
have been taken by me ; nor do I hold, 
because^misfortune has overts^ken us, that 
we suflfer degradation/^ 
^ ** The worid thinks so, and the 'finger 
ctf' scorn ever points at those who are 
d^ptessed'^by poverty. It therefore be- ' 
Ikrtfeaf us to make every possiblie eflbri 
to meet the world on fair t6rmfe. Teel- 
itt^'thisj I am willing to do toy diity, and 
ydti, if you merit to be Scallea\^fet^%f 

Aihe,^will liot be* rfefiiiSs' oh fdQi'^iiim 

-fill Jj li.ui^. u/')/ i^jg;> i>.?ng9b Bfii moi'l 
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Already you hav^'been a Bufficient hinr 
drance ta me.** 

" I regret that I dbauld have been so» 
Had I imagined that it would have 
tended to your comfort, tliere is no species 
of hunibleMndustry to which I wMiM 
not' descend rather than give cause for 
these cruel reflections. I will not spMk 
of any part of the little remnant of our 
father's property as being mine by right 
from his gift, but I have been restrained 
from striving more, because I feared to 
wound you, and not because I regarded 
honest industry as a punishment or a dis- 
grace to myself." 

*< If so anxious to please me, now*^ 
now is the time to give the proof, 
by accepting this ofier. I>& this, and 
besides becoming rich and independent 
yourself, you will advance my for- 
tunes.^ 
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HIE WITCBf FXNnER. JK9 

' ** Bress me not on this pcMmt— it can- 
not be.*' 

/<< Ydm are aware that Albert cannot 
marry you without ofionding the patron 
flo.indioai hi& aU depenchu The deter-* 
stilVMion of Cfaalloiuer leaves you free 
mik select to him. Why — Why^ thto, 
h&itsil^? Why not redeem our name 
&Qm the humiliation which has long been 
itsJotr 

; fvBecause tenfold humiliation would 
attaoh to it, if I attempted its eman;* 
dpatimi by the course you recommend* 
I can hanUy think that it is urged in 
earnest. No, no, my brother would not 
see his Ceha, . from the sordid love of 
Wealth, act the dishonest part ofjpioBkr* 
tfig afibctimi where ^e could scarcely 
^ed[>iwpect Come what may, I will 
not be guilty of the meanness of feign- 
ing to love, where it would be painful to 
endure.*' 

c 8 
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^ • :Liftl0iltdcttetd»fd ^ tO: l^e ^us t^sistedv^ 
dtedatittful wiAith^wed in the cheak^ 
Lcbl^)^ attd-^flashedinhls'eye. He ^id 
not ^ttAet fi^ptiwtf but htg mind wan 
whd9fyioccupied'\irith the refiisal he had 
met; > "Mt could not briiig himself to tdl 
Jofan^6n thait> be ;mtist think of Cdia no 
tameL That; in quest ofiidiich his ideM 
tamdi'miB the ineans of compelfing 
obediedde. . Bat hoinr to effect thia? He 
vm restrained by no excess of love from 
batus^ recourse to any. compulsory mea^ 
sure which might be used with a pros- 
peet of carry ingys point, atid all he had 
to : decide was, what description cf sep^ 
verity would best tend to its aocomplish-* 
mei^t« . - . : ,, 

Prderring gentle, or at least, easy mea« 
feUT^ito begin with^ his first proceeding 
wi» i^by ineeomit taunts and reprodobes 
to make Celia impatient of being depend- 
ent on him« In • ibis he suco^ded> that 
1 -■ 
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i^ h6> ^eoted Jlia < object t no* &r asi to 
make tke sij^iatioti of kia sister more irkf 
some dian it bad^betfn* Tbis^ was barcU)! 
tteeestoy,^^ fi>r, oonstiiutbiially^rol^ bi» 
sidteo d^Kurttnest was^- ill caloulated <te 
cmarie a Toathfui female for tte eai:ly 
iossr of her natural protectors. It wet 
fanliaddom that he; fnaoifested any tfaisig 
tthfi passion ; but his quiet and steftdfast 
dii^leasure was ttiore intolerable them 
the fiercest bursts of sudden wrath, as the 
smiiffi ^death-like stillness of the bound* 
]ess>Saharra is more appalfing ^iw 
the ^age. io£ the ocean vexed hy .4 

)i'T9 reomin^ the objeet of th^ unfiling 
displeasure of a brother who wished^to 
e»S!cis&a degree of alithcirityi over^her, 
which not. enren a father cotild elaimtof 
mflhU Mfas felt, byr €e)iafal»ost too nmch 
£ii endwanoe.^ . '..ft,.i ...i-/ ^Ai^n 
»JBMt .whether cduld- she? flyi^f The ciif- 
c 4 
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(mnffiMm^rfif the tioies ittcfc soivfit^ed 
tk<m &idnds and rebtives who might 
hav0. be^Q wJIUng to sheker her Aaat 
persecut|09 <x^ £(Qm ^mmt. Though cmi^ 
t^nt to exerciie airts which had been 
apQuir^d as aQQQOspUshoieiiitS'to ptxiciitt 
a livelihQodt the inductioa into ifae 
way of so exwQimig them waB waatM 
]iig» There seemed ik> immediale ^aeape 
from the ^uffefinga to which, jshe was 
at p^*esent 6i6posed» but by oonsaitkig 
to ii^eceive the addresses ^f Johraon. 
B^tthis tboi^ht was too hate&l to b^ 
cherished for : a moment, and in whal> 
ever else she might hesitate, she was de- 
teria^ined to meet any persemtion, and 
eveti death itself, rather than faeoome 
the wife of a vam whom she had Inevser 
esl^med^ but who, now that he had 
thus ibrced himsdf on her notice, seemed 
distinguished by the most odious charac* 
teristics of humanity. 
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.WMft iBiitii^onthetitUation'to'iMiitiw 
fui to her, in whieh, by the rficheming bf 
Leafey she had feeai placed, a codsoIMg 
tlioiigl^ at length preiiented itiseif M he)f 
mbid. if jriie weretoseek Challemer at 
Sedbom, it struck her that as the friend 
of h^ fitther «he might prudently advise 
With him as to the cicmrse wiich it wocitd 
becoBiefaertaparsiie. Itwasnotimpbsisi* 
Uetfaat among his conneetions he might 
biBaMe to point to a secure and hcmdurabl^ 
asylum, where she could find protection/ 
The hope might prove vain, but it was 
one which she could indulge* 

On . his part, Lesley^s thoughts often 
darkly turned towards mei^ures of coer- 
cion — measures which what then re- 
mained of law would not sanction, btit 
whioh^ in the case of a timid and help- 
less fbmale> might be resorted to with 
impunity, and with almost the certainty 
c 6 ^ ' 
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of accomplishing the object on which he 
had fixed his hearts 

Celia proposed executing her plan on 
the earliest day, when it might be likely 
that her absence for some hours might 
pass unnoticed. The designs "vrhich oc« 
cupied the mind of Lesley caused him to 
watch her movements with unwonted 
vigilw/ce, . and more than once. induced 
a suspicion on her part, that he guessed 
her purpose, and tvas on the alert to de-^ 
feat the attempt*. ;/ 
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CHAJP. III.,. 

Fof very gr^ considerations, the council of statfc 
gave medii/QioA^ fifty pQundSy anda ^tnsion of ootf hun- 
dred pounds per.annum, ^hic}^ for two years I rocdy^. 
The cause moving them was this ; they could get no in- 
tdllgtos^ otit'^Fnincey altfaough they kad several agents 
there fiur that purpose. _ ■, .... 

LiLLY^^ History of his Life and Timfis* 

We muat now retrograde ai little; It 
will be remembered that James Thoi-pe 
left Challoner and Lowen on the Surrey 
side of the river, to seek for an individual 
in that neighbourhood, whose presence 
he had said might be grateful to his 
father^ 

Landed at Lambeth, he repaired to 
that then celebrated temple of science^ 
the house of the Tradescants, It was 
in the last days of its glory. The 

c e 
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iirit df >tbat name bad paid the debt of 
nature iti the ordinary course of eventtSFj 
but his son, now at an advanced age, had 
recently seen consigned to the tcmib 
that young man whom, ^ith the fond- 
ness of parental love, he had hoped was 
^stined to perpetuate the name €f 
Tradescant^ and extend the limits of 
the science to which his life, as well as 
that of his father, bad been devoted. 

Here James expected to see William 
Lilly, the conjuror. That such a person 
should be scnight there, may excite snr- 
{uise^ But astrology in those days was 
held in greater respect than it is at pre* 
sent The sages who undertook to 
interpret the vos steUarum, were treated 
as a reputable body. Lilly> by dint ci' 
impudence and good fortune, was deemed 
a- f enonage of no small eonsequeqce^ 
aad men of true respectability, 8i£c:b<a6 
Tradesoafitand A^unole, above aJming 
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13m wmtm!'mm»i ^' 

^ imeipimm tfaemseiveB, wew ?sl^SfWjrt«H 
sitt{iociimpoatttre in otiiers, and blui^«d' 
mit to admit to their society tlie con- 
teiilfKfciUe cheat we have named. 

JUiily, when the civil wars broke out, 
cm^ iittlie about the success eillier of 
king or parlkment, but where he sup- 
loosed his own pa^sonal interests to be 
s^cfydd by .their fortunes. He coni- 
suited &at the stars, but the choices iht 
and agiiost each party, in order to de* 
termipe tQ which he could adhere witii 
most advantage. Circumst«Dces proved 
to his sal»sf action, that the revolutioaists 
were tiiose for whom prudence woiild 
declai*e, and he became a determined 
|i«omidbead. Itanswj^edfaispurposeweUf 
amd Jise for some years, obtained great 
crodit for attachment to^ his party, as weU 
9S Sav nsoadprful i^ilL mamfested in iiis 
cdstflfffiiag the earliest naws from France;, 
bjp! joiMsi^iog the toekstiai bddi« 9^ fad 
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.pri9teDdedj Imt really tcom his being ac- 
i^qwiinted wt(& the confessor to one of tfae 
.i^rmcbi ministers. 
..When puritanical foolery began to 
gpo^ old-fashioned, William Lilly, whe- 
ther it was from the aspects or conjunc- 
tions of the heavenly bodies cannot 
Upw be ascertained, deemed it not im- 
proper to abate the stiffiiess of his de- 
portaientt He had applied himself to 
curry favour with Lord Fairfax by flat- 
tery, but of late he had thought that 
npbleman less zealous in the cause of the 
republic than he had ^nce been ; and 
X«Uly» ready to go with the stream when* 
evier the tide might tum» thought it 
ii^dvis^^le not to appear opposed to the 
rcayaliar-like giiieties which were ^re- 
gaining their former popularity* In con- 
fluence of this resolution^ the exhibi- 
tj^^ <<wij;h df^amation/' whioh^Dave- 
nant ventured to give in, Aldersgatb 
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S^tfstf bad bera graced i^ith his^^dtici^, 
iK»r Jiad Jie relused to witness tbe droIlA 
at tbe Red Bull. It was in those places 
thsit be had met with James Hiorpe. 
, The elder and only surviving Trades* 
ciant was at the scene of his botanical 
triumphs, . when James reached his spa- 
cious rnanaum at south Lambeth. With 
flttuch satisfiurtbn be found that Lilly 
was tben in the turret, from whifth tbe 
9ged gaidener was accustomed to issue 
bis decreea^ibr tbe government of the ve<« 
^table worid below. The corfjuror was 
fPQt IpQg in desoendisg to welcome James, 
pbom be conductedf into the museum 
twbich; had been farmed by the Trades* 
lesints, apd whidi was in fair weather 
niuqh resoitfid to byt the infaabitairts of 
tbi^, metropolis.. : - : r* » 
ifitfm^enA^oked on ^ine ftiiities eichlbited 
^iftjuiiafiboted pleowisiPaiid admiration^ 
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which tikode Hfho have teen the mfistfom 
^eh ash still exists, will perhaps, think 
justified by l^e objects it displayed. It 
majf however, be reoiaijced, thiKt ^ich 
of its treasures as are now considered 
most valuable, were not those which then 
attracted the largest share of notice. A 
fragment of a thunderbolt, an egg fur- 
nished by a dragon, and one equally well 
attested to be that of a grijQSn, w^e 
especially pointed out as among the 
greatest valuables to be found there or 
anywhere else. 

James was well disposed to laugh at 
anything that sti^uck him as extrava- 
^tltly out of the common way, but on 
thifii occasion he did not indulge his 
wonted humour. That the articles in ques- 
tion were in the *^ Mtcseum Tradeseantia^ 
nim," proved, to his blinking, that what 
he had heard of the nonexistence of such 
objects as dragons and griffins, must be 
14* 
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tfcowmis^ Heiii€»iliieiiedlo JMji^^ 
fata {irei^oas inprwdoa had bMB^ WKiA 
this called fbrth the ebquenoe of thf 
ooQjuror, which by the A^y, generally 
cornmeaced with a query. 

<< You have heard, have you^ thdt thi^re 
aoe no such diiogs ia creation aa dragons 
and griffins?'' Here he allowed im 
l»ad to cc^o$e on Im right shpulderi on 
whidi it had been affectedly ^om» 
with his eyes closed* With a very know* 
iog leer he proceeded ; — 

** Now, Sir, what will you say whea I 
tell you^ that I myself have actually met 
with a traveller . who has seen both ?" 

<^ Indeed ! But your traveller did not 
draw a long bow did he ? If so he. might 
haye bimight one of them down«*' 

<< If you are going to laugh, my youog 
master, why that's anotjier matter/' scwi 
Lilly, whose gravity was diaconiposed by 
the Joealari ty 'Of Jam^s^ 
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411 mm i^iTO^-viNiNBB. 

' ^Si^y/' sidd the latteTi 1* th^ may be M 
^oiQDlcm io some parts pf the worlds as 
|)%eoii8 are here^ for aught I know. All 
I cam s^y is, that I have heard some 
people reason very &irly, as I thought, 
ag^nst them.'^ 

<< You have beard some people reason 
very fairly, have you ?** Lilly answered or 
enquired; and thea having again closed 
and opened his eyes with due deliberation, 
he addedi "Now, Sir, Til tell you what^ 
— wheif a thing^is, all the reasoningof dll 
the lawyers that ever bawled and bel* 
lowed in Westminster Hall, would not 
prove to me that it is not.** 
, " When you have seen it" 

*< When I have seen it, do you ay ? 
When I know it. I think those peoj^e 
v€iry fcolisb, who will only believe what 
they see* Why, such people are like 
chUdren; they, know nothing but what 
comes before them. It is but a day .or 
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two iagoi, tbat I met with im igodnint 
<»«iqeited feiiovr, who would n^fc ^c^M^ 
that it b impossible for heavy ho&M to 
sink in the lake AsphaUites, or Dead S^.'* 
. V' I should doabt that myself, excepts 
ing, indeed, the bodies of certain ww^ 
thies, who have naturally a tendency 
to the up^r regions." 
. ** Nay, Master Thorpe, this is no iroet 
sttbjeet for merry jesting/* 
* •• I nevjer said it was ; but in sober 
truth, friend Lilly, I cannot swallow your 
lake A^haltites at once. 
; ** Can you not?** cried Lilly, putting 
on his most important look of all. "Why, 
now, do you know, that in this you re- 
sepble those uninformed people, of whom 
I spoke before. Why, Sir, Pliny tells 
ui^^s^ even bricks would swim in the 
Dead Sea.** 

^.,** Does he, indeed! That must have 
been a great accommodation to. the auw 
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44 tsoB mTcn^ma^nnn. 

QWiati^ whc^ I suppoie, had houaes buHt 
&a ike itmter, in which thef might go 
pleafliiriiig, oa their pagan holidays/' 

." Thia seems to tickle your fancy, but 
there are other things quite as extra- 
ordinary of which I could tell, however 
you may laugh.** 

" Nay, let not my laughter check your 
speech, for I, you know, am no conjuror. 
But why should bodies 3wim in the Dead 
Sea, which sink being thrown into the 
watCT everywhere rise ?*f 

" Why ? You may as well ask me why 
tke^flesk of the peacock c&rrupteth not^ or 
why a kingxfi^ier hanged up by the bitt 
showeth ^x^nfrcm Kt>hat quarter the mnd 
i&Wtf<~why women swim prone, and men 
supine, that is, the latter on their badcs, 
the former contrariwise ; I mean, after 
being drowned and in the water nine 
dd^ys. All 1 can say of sudi matters is, 
they are known to be so, and they are 
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not ta myconc^Htm more extr^Kbrd&iifoy 
or strange tban many things uribiich ar& 
seen everjr day. You wouM not betieye 
at noon, that wch a thing as night 
would ever coine^ did not experience 
ceatify the fact/* 

*^ True ; and I have as yet been com- 
plimented with no certificate of the things 
which you have mentioned being facts**^ 

^ Because you have not put yourself 
in the way of it, or have not taken 
notice sufficiently. You, perhaps, ne^er 
remarked that infants though commonly 
reputed to be unable to talk from their 
birth, nevertheless do discourse very ex* 
eellent Hebrew from the first .'* 

*« The devil they dal Then I wmidef 
your f(md parents of great wealth do not 
hire Jewish rabbies to attend their nurses, 
that they may from time to time, be 
made acquainted with what the squsdl^* 
want.*^ 
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*^ One Teaacm against it is iMt it 
would make the little ones all th6 
longer in learning the language of the 
country which they help to people ; but 
past doubt it is that the Hebrew is 
what may be called Nature's vernacular, 
which first comes to the in&nt's tongue, 
whether he is born in Spain or in 
Poland, in Egypt or in England, exadtly 
as barking may to a dog, or mewing to a 
cat, or, — or,—'* 

<< Braying to an ass; that, methinks, 
may serve for your third illustration, 
which seems rather strangely to stick by 
the way." 

" Or as braying to an ass ; and, me- 
thinks, even reason is for this : for as 
d[ogs and cats can never more converse 
than ^they do at? first, why should we^ 
who are more noble in our nature, 
Qom& into the woidd less coii^>letely pro* 
vided for than tbi$j? But to go on with 
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THE witckfinheh; 47 

our rarities — Is not yoader a toble 
toad-stone?*' 

^^ In size it might almost pass for a 
toad's head. It cannot be that this waa 
ever in truth the contents of a toad's 
noddle/' 

" It cannot be ! and why not ? Why^ 
you doubt every thing. I suppose you 
will next question the origin of those fine 
specimens of the mandrake" 

« Not I. Why should I ?" 

«* You have had opportunities, then, 
of knowing that the mandrake grows 
spontaneously under gallowses, and other 
places of execution, springing, as it is 
supposed, from the dissolving particles of 
those who die there.*' 

" No; I have not had an opportunity 
of* ascertaining that ; but, judging from 
the rest of what you tell me, I suppose 
this is not to be doubted. Do they grow 
nowhere but tinder gibb^» ?" * 
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48 THE wrrcH*.FiNM»* 

" Not cominonly« You, of couraet 
have noted their resemblance to the 
human form. Closer scrutiny will en- 
able you to mark the distinctions, of 
sex/* 

** My eyes are not good enough for that^ 
I could never see camels in the clouds, 
or bulls an4 cows in the fire. Proy» 
Mr. Lilly, is this a young lady man-^ 
drake?'' 

« That is a female/' 

" A lady from Tyburn, I presume-'' 

<< It was taken from a spot of ground 
where a woman had been burned for the 
murder of her husband." 

^'Othejadel" 

«* And it was told to me, that when dug 
up to be given to him who brought it to 
Mr.Tradescant, it gave a remarkably loud 
shriek." 

** I believe they usually set up si bit of 
a cry when they are removed." 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE IHTCH^miDEK*/^ 4^ 

** That eveiy body knows*** 

<* Certainly* But for all that, the tsMn*- 
drdke cfying at being torn from her native 
gallows famishes a funny instance of 
local attachment/' 

They passed through the museum in, 
this way ; Lilly directing the admiratiion 
of James to what he deemed most rate. 
Among these were two newly-arrived 
plants, the value of which Mn Trades-* 
cant had not had tinie to make him*- 
aelf acquainted with but by report. 
One was the Rose of Jericho^ said to 
flower every year at noon on Christmas- 
eve J the other the Sferra Camllo, whicU 
when in its prime was reputed to hsive 
the power of breaking iron. That thfese 
were what they were reported to 'be, 
Mr. Lilly professed devoutly to believe^ 
though Mr. Tradeseant himself had' se- 
rious doubts. 

To enumerate all the rarslieS' which 

VOL. II. Q 
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50 XHB WITCH-PINDM^ 

were here to be seen would probably 
fatigue* It must^ however, be mentioned, 
thait th^ CQQJurer failed not to make his 
companion examine the objects described 
as follows in Mr. Tradescant's catalogt^k, 
published in 1656. , ^ 

^ Two feathers of the Phcenix* tayle. 

" The claws of the bird Rook, who,;.a|r 
authors report, is able to trusse an ele- 
phant. ^ : . 

" A white blackbird. 
. ** Penguin, which never flies for want 
of wings. 

. <^ Dodar, from the island Mauritius f 
it is not able to flie, being so big* 
r " Mpnkye's sceleton. . 

** Foot of a Ginny dog. 

"A natural dragon, above two inches 
long. 

. f^A doe's head and horns,, from Sunt 
James's park, neer London. 

*< Carbodes ex iBtrnt. 
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" Half a hazel nut, with sehrenty pieces 
of household stuflfe in it 

" A cherry-stone holding ten doaen of 
tortoise-shell combs, made by Edwatd 
.Gibbons. 

<< A nest of fifty-two wooden cups, 
turned within each other, as thin as 
paper. 

" A hollow cut in wood, that will fit 
a round, square, and ovall figure. 

" A cherry-stone j upon one side St. 
G-eorge and the Dragon, perfectly cut, 
and on the other side eighty-eight em- 
per<»*s^ faces. 

'^ Indian conjurer's rattle, wherewith 
he calls up spirits. 

" A piece of the stone of Sarrigo das- 
tie, where Hellen of Greece was bom. 

•« An orange, gathered from a ?tree 
that grew* over Zdbaloti's tomb. 

'< Blood that rained in the Isle of 
Wight, attested by Sir Jo. Oglander. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



*« A hand of jet, usually given to 
children in Turkey to preserve them 
from mtehcraft. 

"A sempitan, 0t trunck, wherewith 
they execute men to death with poy^ 
icmtdd arrowes* 

r Stirrups, 
" Henry the 8, his J Hawke's hood»» 
(^Gloves. 

*• K. great porter's boots. 

•* Little Jeflreye*s boots* 

'♦Women's breeches from the Ahis^ 
seenes. 

<< A purse made of a toad sfcin» a hacidU 
fuU loQg« 
^^ SkadeSf to slide with. 

** An umbrella. 

<« Tartarian saddle* mtii stirrups of 
wood^' wherein he keeps his meat warm^ 

** A copjfc^ letter-case,^ an inch long, 
taken ki Ihe Isle of Bee, with a letter^n 
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itt whidi w as swallowed hy a woman^ and 
found. 

^ A steel glass, that shows a long 
fBLce on one side and a broad on the 
other.'* 

These several varieties were pointed 
out. James confessed he had never met 
with so vast an assemblage of wonders } 
and Lilly undertdok for the perfect ac*^ 
curacy of all that his friend had advanced 
in his book, as well as for what was re* 
ported of those objects which, though in 
the museum, were not mentioned in tbe 
catalogue. The umbfeUa and the ska^ 
staggered Janies as much as the Dead 
Sea had done. He would not believe 
that umbrellas could be brought into 
common use anywhere so bulky as they 
appeared ; and he laughed at the credu- 
lity of Lilly, who maintained that by 
means of skades a man might tnyel as 
rapidly as a fast-going horse. 
D 3 
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James noijv^ iisvited the conjar^r 
to accompany him to Hertfordshire. 
JJHy was wiHing to comply, but was 
doubtful whether he could immediatel^r 
be spared; for he had just received a 
pressing message from a widow hard by^ 
of the name of Lee, to resolve her certain 
questions. He had to wait upon her 
forthwith, to know» as he termed it, the 
.bearing of her mind* James, on a late 
visit to Lesley^ had learned enough to 
feel assured that he, in so. kindly condol- 
diig with the widowat Lambeth, purposed 
a'epainng.the loss she had sustained/ He 
therefore no sooner heard Lilly mention 
where, he was engaged, than he. felt 
allanlipatience.to see the mourner. In 
<;onsequence of this, he pressed the 
astrologer so earnestly to let him accom* 
pany him to the house of the widow, 
that^ eventually, Lilly agreed to take 
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him as a iirother afltrolqger, the bet- 
ter to assure the applicant of coiTect 
.«iswers to the questions 3he might pro- 
poond. 



jfi^i. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Although some of his astrological judgm^ts did &i], 
I shall repeat some of his judgments which did not» being 
performed by conference with spirits. 

LiLLv'tf Hiitofy of hit lAfe and Timet, 

On their way from Tradescant's house, 
James made no secret of the motive 
which caused him. so anxiously to desire 
an interview with the widow Lee» and 
Lilly was very particular in his enquiries 
as to the person, manner, and appear- 
ance of Lesley. They went through 
the gloomy alley which was then the 
principal street in Lambeth. This brought 
them in front of the Bishop's Palace, at 
that time partially occupied by the regi- 
cide Scot. Theilce, turning to the right, 
and skirting the garden, they passed the 
house once the residence of Cardinal 
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Wolsey, and ittotxi Carlisle Lane, to 
Bishop Bonner's Palace, which now 
stands in what is called the New Cut, 
but which, at that period, was surrounded 
"With gardens, in some measure befitting 
its ancient dignity. ' 

Hither the disconsolate widow had 
repaired to indulge her unavailing tears 
for the loss of Mr. Lee, to entertain sen- 
timental reflections on the past, and 
form prudent resolves for the future 
such as matrons, who find themselves on 
the wrong side of forty, deem it essential 
to attend to before the attire of widow- 
hood waxes old, and the tender languor 
of sorrow is rubbed off by the ordinary 
cares of life. 

^ Behold,'* said Lilly, "the abode of 
the comely widow* Now resolve me 
this, have you aught to add to what you 
have uttered respecting your friend, 
Lesley?" 

j> 5 
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/ r " iNothhig in the world." 

V ** Ydtt are certain that he designs 

. to oflfer marriage ?'* 

" Truly, I have nodoubt of it* for his 
setisibiUty is touched to see a woman of 
her substance so afflicted, and he deems 
it hi^ly improper that she should con- 

;tinue:to live alone/* 

• " And his countenance, you have told 

.'me, is somewhat pale, but his eyes a good 
bright hazel, bis %ure tall but moder- 
ately sizeable, and -his speech polHe/' 

<< All this is so ; and if the widow be 
but in the right mind, I dare wager more 
than twenty pieces, this Lesley, formerly 
a captain in the service of the king, will 
readily engage to take all the stock in 
hand, once the property of the^ soap 
merchant, now defunct, from the wife to 
the wig/* 

They entered, and were ushered into 
the chamber, where the widow Lee 
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rested alone in »H the poa^tp of ;florrow* 
The casement near ,wbiqh she was seated 
opened on the garden in the rear of the 
building, and commanded an almost 
uninterrupted and boundless prospiect. 
The vast area of St. George's Fields 
yras then unoccupied, and this, con- 
ducted the eye to a few detached build- 
ings beyond tlie extremity of the Borough 
of Stouthwark, while more reijaotely the 
luxuriant fields and swelling hills of Kent 
appeared. 

The widow occupied a latge arm 
chair, and was attired in those weeds 
ivhich form a sort of arbitrary character 
for grief Her head reclined on her 
right hand, but her eyes were piously 
raised to heaven, as if the fond mourner 
had been in j^opes of discovering there 
the beloved countenance of the late Mr. 
Xee, Hex left hand clapped a.: white 
^ handkerchief, which people of refined 
D 6 
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feelings regard as a very fine ingredient 
in the pathetic^ This had been dis- 
covered before the time of the widow 
Lee^ and so there was nothing original 
in that part of the arrangement. Every 
one then felt as every one now feels, 
that a tear dropped on snow-white cam- 
bric, is much more touching than the 
most copious flow of "briny sorrow/ - 
as mpderii taste elegantly expresses it, on 
a bird's eye, or other coloured pocket- 
handkerchief. 

The door was opened with a solemn 
*^ Hush !" from the attendant of the 
widow J and the conjurer and his com- 
panion stood before Mrs. Lee for several 
seconds, ere it appeared that she was at 
all aware of their presence. Believing 
herself quite alone, she first breathed a 
deep sigh, -^ then her bosom heaved, 
and after this prefatory display &t* 
emotion «he found her tongue« 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ " I shall see thee no more^ my love !*• 
she exclaimed, ^'and my lonely heart 
can know no rest ; no peace till it 
rejoins thee in the regions of etei'nal 
day. Oh!** 

Here the lady raised her cambric to 
her face, but seemed to wipe her fore- 
head in the ecstasy of her grief instead 
of her eyes, and the tears which had 
dimmed their lustre, remained after her 
hand had tragically declined to its for- 
mer position. 

Lilly and James stared at each other> 
but for some moments neither spoke. 
The lady proceeded : — 

«*0 death, death, bring me relief! 
you alone can ease my sorrows.*' 
- «* I hope]^not. Madam,** said Lilly, ad- 
vancing towards the mourner, 

"Ah!" cried the lady, with a look 
of infinite surprise and consternationi 
" can it be possible ! men in my cham^ 
berl** 
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y *^Ma<Jam,*' said the conjurer, "I 
attend your pteasure.*' 

<.<J?lea3ure !** echoed the widow; **pr^y, 
|]|ray talk not of pleasure ; it. is sacrilege 
to use the word, now that, that — *' 
, Here the recollection of the late Mr. 
Lee became too powerful for his gentle 
relict, and having risen, in her surprise at 
finding the apartment invaded^ she would, 
perhaps, have fallen to the ground, had 
not James rushed forward and caught 
her in his arms, just as she was sinking in 
strong hysterics. 

. Lilly seemed, much affected at tliat 
moment, and deplored the woes of the 
widow with great sincerity; not merely 
because he was touched by these evi- 
dences of conjugal piety, but because 
the skin of his shins had suffered mate- 
rially from the precipitate advance of 
James, and his steeple-crowned hat had 
b«eu trodden as flat as a pancake% 
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• AfteV^la reasonable time had elapsed, 
Mrs, Lee gave signs of returning life. 
:Her waiting woman brought water. 
Lilly began to use it- rather copiously, 
.which caused the lady to start from ]\er 
chair in some disorder. She looked 
wildly at her company, and then ex- 
claimed, — 

^« Where am I?" 

" Most courteous lady," Lilly replied 
with a very formal bow, ** you are here 
in Lambeth, and here also am I, William 
Lilly, professor of judicial astrology, 
come at your express bidding and itivi*. 
tation, having brought with me a very 
learned person, although he has the for- 
tune to be junior to myself, and in some 
matters so to speak, bat a . tyro, • being 
compared with me, yet, -nevertheless, 
vastly accomplished.*' 

-** I entreat forgiveness,'* said (he 
lady^ "but grief - destroys the memory, 
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and when I reflect on my irreparable 
loss, my only joy, the late Mr. Lee — '* 

Here the lady recommenced sobbing; 
and, Symptoms of hysterics manifesting 
themselves, James undertook to console, 
and imitating the solemnity of Lilly, 
thus began: — 

" Most amiable widow, never so far 
mistrust your stars, as to believe that the 
evil is quite irreparable.** 

"Ah!** said the widow, ** could the 
dead revive ; but, alas ! that cannot be.*' 

« Yet^ Madam,** said Lilly, " on look- 
ing, hastily I confess, over the scheme 
of your nativity, so far as the same^hath 
yet been done, I discover therein much 
for hope.** 

f* Alas ! good Mr. Lilly, hope is not 
for me; yet I am curious to hear of the 
future, if there be that the knowledge 
of which miglit soothe. But what can 
ther^ be in the future ? do I not know 
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fh9t my doBT lordf the late Mr. Lee, is 
no more ?** 

** True. MadatD, nevertheless yoii mil 
do well to have recourse to that art, of 
which I am a prc^bssor. It may, for ivt^ 
stance^ ease you, by prevetitiog these 
fits and hysterical afl^ions/' 
<* Indeed ; can it do that ?'' 
*< O ! in various ways this can be ef* 
fected. When my first wife died. She 
wore under her arm-pit a scarlet bag, in 
wiiich M^us a sigil, framed by Simon 
Foreman, who, as well as Captain Bubb, 
another astrologer, formerly resided in 
this neighbourhood. This was of pure 
angel gdld, and of the sizeof a thirty-three 
shilling piece. On the one side was en* 
graven * Vicit Leo de tribu Judas Tetra* 
grammatan^^ with a cross, and within the 
image of a holy lamb[j and on the othbr 
Amraphel, and three crosses, with *Sanc^ 
tus Petrus Alpha et Omega.* Thiel had 
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B^ryed to traiiquiUise her former hu^ 
bandVspirits, which were muchdisturbed» 
and it did the same for her. Simon 
Foremaiii though not always good, at 
aspects and configurations, was clever at 
the sigil. Now, the other way of curing 
fits, and that which I more frequently 
commend in female cases, is by means of 
a ring/* 

V The lady sighed deeply while she en- 
quired— 

** By means of a ring ! a ring, Mr. LiHy 
— what ring?*' 

<^ By a constellated ring. This was 
invented by Dr. Napper, who outwent 
Foreman in his knowledge of physic 
and holiness of life, he having pro- 
vided a ring so constructed, as to com- 
bine divers potent sidereal influences, 
which effectually cured a young girl who 
had been epileptica). This ring some 
fanatical friends, after she had been cured' 
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prevailed on the parents oi* the gkl to 
cast awayi which doiie» she became as 
before. Then .the father would fain 
have, got an^w one from the same party^ 
but the Doctor said» * Nay, for those 
4iKrho. throw away God's mercies deserve 
them not.* *V . 

' The lady remarked, with much feelings 
that those who tould thus scorn a ring 
so potent, merited no consolation.. 

«* Now,, such a ring,'* Lilly went on, ^* I 
can procure, but it. would prove more 
eflbctual if it could be placed oii your 
iingerby one who is marked in your 
nativity as the lamb in. the ascendant.^* 

« Or what do you think,'* . James de- 
inandedt /< of. invoking the Angel SaU 
fnan V^ 

. . *« Why, I pray," said Lilly, . who did 
mi wish, to be interrvipted at that mo^ 
ment, << should the angel Sabnon^'who^is 
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6f the nature x}f Mars^ be invoked on aa 
occasion like this ?*' 

: ** As to that/' said James^ who could 
not help letting something of his real 
character break through his assumed 
one, " when any thing symbolical of ma- 
trimony, such as a ring, for instance, is in 
question, what can be more natural than 
to look for a spirit of the nature of 
Mars?r 

*« I," said Lilly, « am not £ivourable 
to that process. When angels are re* 
quired to give their prophecies vocally, 
it is rare for any operator to make them 
speak articulately. They mutter, like 
the Irish, much in the throat If then 
die invoker have not a very quick ear, 
he may be deceived; and experience hath 
taught, that inspection of the crystal in 
<7pes and figures, or by apparition, the 
drcular way, where at some distance the 
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angels app^v repires^qting, by fprms, 
shapes, and creatures^ ivbat is (ieiQandeid». 
caonot always be depended upon." 

" I feari" said the lady, " nothing 
can bje depended upon that would seem 
to proffer me relief/' 

^ Never despair* To you I would, 
say, in words of the old Scotch prophecy^. 
< Sed ne de^peres quce tantisf* but, it may 
be, you would prefer it as Englished. \ 

* And yet beware, fhau not distrust/ 
Although o'erwhdmed with grief; 

Thj stroke is not perpetual^ 
For thou shalt find reUef.' " 

^* Alas I'Vsighed the widow, "in my 
case this is a false prophecy/' 

" N<A so/' IdUy rejoined } " for if the 
ring of which I spoke be put on by the: 
lamb, your pains shall cease on the iuf 
vtmU Now, therefore, the main points 
i9 to ascertain, who the lamb should re^ 
present." 
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** Ay, hour had \ve better xninage 
with the lamb ?** James enquired. Lilly 
answered, — 

" I could repair to the crystal, as 
Hodges did when my old partner John 
Scott went to him on the afiair of his 
marriage, and desired to see whom he 
should wed." 

, " And what chanced thereupon ?** de- 
manded Mrs. Lee. 

" Hodges had Scott's foot put to his, 
and looking in the crystal Scott saw 
a ruddy wench in a red waistcoat, draw- 
ing beer. * That,' quoth Hodges, « is your 
wife.* * Nay,' said the other, * for I am 
to marry a tall woman in the Old Bailey.' 
Then Hodges swore, for his language 
answered not to the purity of his angels, 
which were Raphael, Gabriel, and Uriel, 
• Marry her you must, whether you would 
or not,' and so he did this isame beer 
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girl, ivhom he afterwards found in a bat- 
tery at Canterbury.** 

" Ah, the ciystal can be of no use to 
a lonely, hopeless being such as I am !. 
Nevertheless, if you have curiosity, this 
may be tried for your satisfacticm, good 
MnLiUy." 

^* Truth, to say, Madam, for reasons 
already given, I am little partial to that 
mode of proceeding ; and after reading, 
as I have done, with most curious atten- 
tion, Valentine Naibod'^ Commentary 
upon Alcabitino, and also all the 'best 
expositions of Ptolemy, I consider there 
are other and better ways of getting at 
the truths which many nibblers at astro- 
logy cannot use* He who is figured as 
the Lanibj must be one of good height, 
and fair proportion. Know you such a 
ihari?*' 

•• I recollect not.** 
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^ With con^lexion somewhat pale anil 
bright hazel eye." > 

«HaP' eacclaiiiied the lady, " I dare 
almost suppose -~'' 

*♦ His address polite/' continued Lilly, 
** with military air.** 

" You have well described the Lamb, 
brother,** James remarked. 

" The ^cture you have drawn is that 
of a friend,'* said the mourner, ** who^ 
indeed is willing to console.^' 

" And he will do it," cried the eop- 
jurer, with increasing confidence. " You 
know the party, then. What call you 
his name P^* 

« He of whom I speak is named Les- 
ley.*' 

•* Lesley ! — what Captain Lesley of 

Middlesex !" 

^< The same. He was once a captain^*' 
^< There, Madam, it is* You see it is 
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r^ht even to a letter, L stands for Lfes- 
ley, and alsb for LambJ* 

** And that is the causewhy' in the 
cast of the widow's nativity he who 
should put on the constellated ring is 
marked as a lamb/*' James iiemafked, 
leering satiricsllly on^ his friend, the con- 
jurer. , 

«*Nbt »etiely for that,'*^ Lilly rej^ed, 
*• but in another respect the lamb" most 
wonderfiilly applies to this same Lesley/* 

** Indeed?* sighed the widow. 

« How may that be ?*' demanded 

"Even thus. When Cromwell aaid 
Fairfax had routed Prince Rupert and 
the Earl of Newcastle, near York, one of 
Newcastle's regiments having got into a 
small piece of ground ditched in, would 
te&e na quarter, and for more than an 
hour kept'&e hwsefNmi entering amot% 
them at push of pike. Those beaten 

VOL. II. £ 
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down would still strive against the troop- 
ers, who passed over them in the end. 
Nearly all were killed ; but for this ad- 
mired valour, the lives of a few were 
saved against their will, and Lesley's 
father was one/* 

** Methinks, then, your lamb come» 
from a lion." 

" Now observe : — This regiment had 
been newly clothed in white but a few 
days before, and therefore they were 
commonly called Lambs. See you the 
application ?'* 

" Most clearly. Never was astrology 
more decidedly right. Most amiable 
widow, it is to the Lamb you must look 
for comfort, and seeing he is in your 
nativity, take him soon to your arms. 
Joy attend you.** 

<< Joy,** exclaimed the widow, shaking 
her head and closing her tearful eyes» 
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<< talk not of joy or comfort* These, alas ! 
in this world I shall know no more/^ 

Her6 she shrieked and fainted. James 
and LiQy again assisted the mourner, and 
when at length she revived, as she wished 
to be alone, they retired, almost as much 
affected as she was, but still of opinion 
that the Lamb might eventually yield the 
sorrowful widow substantial consolation. 



E« 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 13m WITggTWNDBIU 



CHAP. V. 



Arraign him on the sudden, ere provided: 
r liet him not dream upon eyadve shifisv 
But take him unprepared. 

HETWOO0. 



We left Albert not. a little surprised at 
what he had heard and seen at Redburn. 
He found it in vain to seek rest after 
Challoner had retired from his chamber. 

If he laid down, and forgetfulness be- 
gan to come over him, some incident 
which had perplexed before, again oc- 
curred to him, precluded repose, and he 
rose while it was yet scarcely light. 

He left his room and walked in the 
garden. His attention was naturally at- 
tracted to the part where he had seen 
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Cbaildil^r diggitig^bilesileAoeatld dark; 
nesS' prefvailed; • Though the grottt)d bad 
evidently been lately disturbed, he could 
jQOt distidgaish the exact spot where the 
spade was last at work. No pit had been 
lefty anid Albert was only certain that it 
was on some part of a spacious bed which 
had been apparently prepared fbr the re- 
cef^tion of* flowers, that the individual he 
Had^se^ni was stationed. At the extre- 
init^^.ofithis bed he remarked an ash 
tnqf, which he doubtednot wasihe same 
viAiich Thorpe had mentioned^ 

He had had little time for ireflection 
^^faen he sair ChalloAer approach* 

♦^I-see," he remarkqdt " whither your 
l^oughts tendy nor can. I wonder at 
it Had I not proposed to explaiUi trust 
fiiei you would not have witnessed my 
fiocturnal operations* Though I ex* 
pected your youthful eyes would have 
been ready to welcome sleep the most 
e3 
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profound) I had not risked the chance of 
your waking but for the reason which I 
have given." 

Albert felt it necessary to account for 
his watchfulness. 

*• It was not my intention/' he said, 
** officiously to pry into your affairs* I 
felt no idle curiosity as to the way in 
which it might be your pleasure to employ 
yourself, but hearing a sound most unu- 
sual in the dead of night, I deemed it 
not improper to ascertain whence it pro- 
ceeded. This drew me from my coucIh 
and had I not thought that him I could 
first discern was no other than yoursdf, 
it is more than probable that I should 
have hastened to apprize you of the cir- 
cumstance.'* 

" Let us leave the garden," said Chal- 
loner ; << the house will afibrd us more 
secure privacy." 

He then led the way into a low wains- 
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cotted parlour, ki which breakfast had 
been prepared* Neither ifianifested any 
great disposition to eat, though each took 
food to satisfy the other. The rose 
which Albert had seen on the preceding 
night had been placed on a small table 
by the side of Challoner, and to this, save 
when his eyes were fixed on the counte- 
nance of his guest, his looks were almost 
incessantly directed." 

" I scarcely know,'* said he, ** on 
what subject I ought first to speak. 
Whether I ought to apply myself to what 
has already engaged your attention, or 
begin with other matters, and arrive at 
that as the sequel of my tak.*' 

He paused as if suitably to arrange 
what he desired to communicate, and 
was about to break silence again, when 
the voice of Thorpe was heard at the 
door. Challoner rose to let him in, and 
E 4 
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reqaarked aa he did so^ th£^;the ymiai^ 
appeared in r^narkaUy good spirits. 

"I have naslight reason/' said Thorpe^ 
*< to be.exhilaratedf for I havehopes that 
I shall yet live to see the end of my 
troubles**' 

'< I shall be glad to congratulate you/' 
said Challonery << on such a consumma- 
tion ; but by wbsA means do you hope to 
arrive at it ?*' 

*< Nay^ you will rejoice to learn that it 
is even already accomplished in part 
Tlus mornings moved to it by our good 
fiiend^ Ledey, one has been with me to 
commit to my custody, for a season^ the 
Lee Penny, which he has succeeded^ 
through his intimacy with, a member of 
that family^ in^borrowing from the Laird 
of Lee." 

^* And what," demanded ChaUoner, 
« is the .ie^ Fennjf /" 

" It is this which you see," replied 
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Thorpe, exultiqgly disfdaying a sm^l 
dark red stone, of a triangular shape, 
rodely set in a piece of silver, which had 
once been in circulation as a coin, and 
which, fnnn the cross and the letters still 
visible, appeared to have been a dbilling 
of the time of Edward tbfc FtriU 
. CbaUoneir examined the Lee Ferny 
wiVb some attentic^ but soon returned 
it, with a look of ;surprise and an expres* 
sioQ of countecmm:e wbidi spoke him 
rdik^tant to indulge in any comment on 
this subject 

: <* Have yon seen it- brfore?'* Thorpe 
mK^|liiired< 

ff il doroot knoWf This is <me of those 
objects which, without any great efibrtrof 
^QHS^tfulness; ni^ht bejspeedily dssoiissed 
^rom memory/' 

^^ Then you cannot have heard its 
history/' 

<^ It mays be so, and I am not very cu- 

E 5 
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rious'to know all that can be told of this^ 
or any trinket of like virtue.'* 

" To me it seems there are some things 
which you greatly undervalue." 

" I doubt it not/* 

" And this is one of them/* 

"That I <lo doubt/* 

«« Then know, Sir, that this stone has 
been in the same family for nearly three 
hundred and forty years/* 

" Sir, I am too vulgar in my ideas to 
esteem a worthless man on account of his 
beings of an old family, and I am not 
more disposed to attach importance to a 
paltry stone for its antiquity, than to a 
fellow-creature who can boast of nothing 
but his genealogy/* 

<^ But thb stone*s least claim to notice 
is that which rests on its age. When Sir 
Simon Locard, of Lee, carried the heart 
of King Robert Bruce to the Holy Land^ 
it was'his fortune to make a Saracen pri-. 
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soner on his way. The wife of the pri- 
soner * came to ransom him^ and while 
telling over the sum to be paid, this 
stone fell from a purse of jewels which she 
carried. The impatient eagerness with 
which the lady sought to recover it at- 
tracted the notice of Sir Simon, who, 
being a man of great discernnient — *' 

" Perceived all its wonderful virtues at 
once,*' said Challoner, sarcastically an- 
ticipating the sequel of a narrative which 
almost provoked, from its extravagance, 
a mirthful dmile even from him. 

" I do not state that,** said Thorpe, 
^< but Sir Simon saw that great import- 
knte was attached to it, and he therefore 
refused to liberate the Saracen unless 
that stone were handed over to him. 
The lady expostulated, but in vain, and 
at length she gave it to the knight, first 
instructing him in the many virtues which 
bdonged to it." 

X 6 
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1* Indeedl ; and what were th^ ?" 

** By dipping tbi& stone intothe wator 
from which cattle are permitted to drink, 
all diseaae among them will be prevented* 
Itithusoiost effectually counteracts some 
o£ the charms of those who have com^ 
mQTce with the devil, for the purpose 
of harming their neighbours' property* 
Used in the same way» it is, moreover, a 
sovereign cure for the bite of a mad dog* 
'Mo words are to be uttered when the 
stone is dipped, and therefore no mistake 
can be made*" 

« I dare say not. And can you really 
hwe faith in this, nonsense ?" 

*^ Nonsense !" exclaimed Thoipe, *^ I 
dotnot c2dl.it nons^okse/' 

«< Well, perhaps I might, havse. used a 
better exi»:ea^cm ; but. I fall sometimes 
into my servant's. habit» of giving things 
too nncaeremoBiOusly their propfer names. 
To speak seriously, I much regret to. see 
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ytm imposed tipoii» for^o I think you are^ 
by stories of this sort*** 

** Nay, if I am imposed upoo, it is in 
very good company. Man^ have gone 
wearisome jonmeys to seek relief from the 
iironder-working powers of this same 
stone; nor is the period remote, when 
the inhabitants of Newcastle«upon*Tyne, 
finding the plague very prevalent in their 
town. Implied to the Laird for the loan of 
iheLecPtmy., Theirprayw was granted, 
Ailaiige sum; of: money being deposited in 
trust for the: same, and its powerful, ef- 
fects were soon so visible, that the bor- 
rowers would gladly have given a great 
price for it, if* the Laird had been difr^ 
posed to sell it«'* 

<< I judge, then, this^ said stone does 
Aot give the possessor wisdom, whatevw 
ebeiit may bestowy. or the Laird would 
have tdcen: the money/* 

<< You^ Master Challoner, seem^to be 
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of oprinion that naicoportance can attach 
to such a stone." 

** I certainly am of opinion that to no 
object on eapth belongs the magical influ- 
ence ascribed to this bauble." 

" Holding this belief, you strangely 
fly in the face of well-attested history." 

" What history of such modern miracle 
is well attested ?" 

" Know you not that by the law of the 
land, in cases of appeal for murder, the 
parties to the trial by battle are required, 
before they engage in combat, to swear 
that they bear upon them no bone, stone, 
or grass, by which each may injure the 
other." 

** I believe the oath goes on declare, 
in connection with the expressions you 
have quoted, < nor have done anything, 
nor any other for them, whereby the law 
of God may be depressed and the law of 
the devil exalted/ Is it on the expres* 
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siotis of this oath that you mean to 
establish the healing virtues of the Lee 

** Not so, for the Laird of Lee having 
been traduced by some envious malecon* 
tent, submitted the stone to the inspection 
of a solemn synod ^t Glasgow, and their 
decision being in his favour, he stands 
fully authorised to use it.*' 

<< I think he mayibe allowed to do so 
with much safety," , 

Challoner was stiH speaking, when 
Robert burst into die room, with an Kvt 
of |M*ecipitation which was unusual with 
him, and which announced that some- 
thing out of the common way had occurred. 

*< How now !*' cried Challoner, who 
was suxprised at this appearance of hurry. 
«* Why such disorder ? What is the 
matter?** 

"JMLurderl" was the reply. 

** Murder !'* repeated Albert, while 
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his thougbts wildly tiiraed to what hfr 
Imd heard and listened to in the course 
of the night His eyes involuntarily 
Miigbt those of Challoner, who, startled 
by the abruptness with which : his quesp^ 
tioii had been answered, manifested all 
that horror which the name of a crime so 
fl|qMdlingt was; fitted to inspire. 

"Of what do you speak?" he de* 
maaded of Roberti. "Has a murder 
beeq perpetrated in this vicinity ?" 

" Not &r off, Sir. A man has just 
brought word that St. Albans is all up in 
arms, in consequence c^ its havijQg been 
£»xnd that Dame; Neville was murdered 
kst night" 

'fGood God!" exclaimed Albert, 
wMle widt agonising regret he r^calted 
the circumstances under which they hiMl 
last parted. 

Thorpe also nwmfested suiprise, but 
fdi less shodced at the event than any 
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one else. Though naturally humane^ 
his tuind had been ao disturbed by those 
casualties which he ascribed to witch# 
craft, that, putting a witch to death be 
could scarcely regard as a murder id 
any case; for, with the strong abhor* 
rence which he had conceived for those 
practices of which he believed hinsielf 
to be the victim, he deemed. a wi|;ch's 
connection with hunumityso sUght,^ that 
no measures could be too summary or 
too severe. 

Th^ comparative ease which he had 
enjoyed since the Lee Penruf had been in 
his keeping, he now b^an to sus|>eet 
might not be exactly owing to the miracu- 
lous virtue of that stone, as it struck him 
that it was by no means improbable the 
death of the witch was the true cause of 
the relief he experienced. Dame Neville 
being dead, her fire might have gone out. 
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and if so he judged it reasonable to 
assume that his pain must abate as the 
roasting of his waxen image before the 
hell-kindled flame could no longer go on« 

These sentiments he stated to Challo- 
ner, who, incredulous as ever, still la- 
mented the miserable delusion under 
which Thorpe laboured. He pointed, out 
the folly of sufiering his rest to be inter- 
IPupted by such wayward fancies, and 
aigued that if Dame Neville had pos- 
seased but a tenth part of the intelli- 
gence for which he had given her credit, 
she could hardly have been destitute of 
the means of guarding her own life. 

But to this, Thorpe could by notoieans 
be brought to subscribe. According to 
him, the beings who were at one time 
armed with the most terrific powers, were 
at others the most defenceless of all 
wretches on earth* ** The devil," he said, 
" who had been a deceiver from the first. 
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would often tum round on his own agents, 
and blast them with his fiery breath/* 

** But not unless he has become in- 
sane, while the witch 80 assiduously la- 
bours to serve him as you represent Dame 
Neville to have done to the last hour of 
her existence." 

" Nay, as to that,** said Thorpe, " no 
mortal can account for his ipconsis* 
tencies.'* 

'* But you, with a little careAil en- 
quiry, might account for your ills and 
misfortunes, without referring to him ot 
his agents." 

** Really, your obstinate scepticism 
fills me with amazement Could I be 
mistaken when I spoke of my own feel- 
ings?'* 

** Most egregiously, when you sup- 
posed the pain you felt to have any 
thing to do with the actions of Dame 
Neville.** 
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<^The opportunity is favourable to a& 
ford you oonviction on this point. Boubi> 
le^, in consequence of the event \ehich 
has taken place, her cottage is open to 
aH' comers. Let us repair thither forth- 
with, and then you will be satisfied that 
I am not the visionary you have sup* 
posed me to be.** 

<< Though I feel no curiosity, I have 
no objection to accompany you so far j 
and I am not without hope, that the re- 
sult will be favourable to your future 
repose, by proving your error." 

They prepared to leave the cottage 
and Albert consented to accoi!npany them. 
He had taken no part in their con versa* 
tion, which, indeed, was scarcely heard 
by him, so absorbed had he been by 
those reflections which grew on Robert's 
news. 

He could not doubt that the groans 
which had arrested his attention were con* 
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nected with the murderous act which had 
been perpetrated. But he was amazed 
to find Dame Neville had outstripped 
him, for the place from which he had 
heard the sufferer was in advance of 
that at which he found himself when 
he fitst perceived on his return that he 
was not the only wanderer. He con^ 
eluded that some shorter way being 
known to Dame Neville^ she had taken 
that for the purpose of again speaking 
to him. 

Who the murderer could be, and what 
the motive which had prompted the 
crime, were circumstances involved in 
deep^ obscurity. As booty could hardly 
be looked for, he inclined to the belief 
that hostility on account of her supposed 
evil doings as a witch had brought her 
to her end, but by what hand she haid 
fallen, it was not in his power to guess. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Here's nought but whu^ring with us. 

Like a calm 
Before a tempest. 

Chapman. 

Thky directed their steps towards St. 
Albans. Thorpe and Challoner were 
engaged in solemn conversation, but 
Albert continued silent This was re- 
marked upon by Thorpe, who also no- 
ticed the extraordinary emotion which 
he had manifested, though he had not 
spoken. 

*< I,** said Albert, in answer to a ques- 
tion which Thorpe put to him on this 
subject, <Vam really much shocked 
at the event. You know, Sir^ I have 
never made a secret of my thoughts re- 
specting Dame Neville. I believed her 
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any thing but the guilty being you sup- 
posed her» and cannot help fearing that 
^e has lost her life through the calum- 
nies which ignorance and prejudice have 
circulated." 

Thorpe was about to reply to this, 
when two labourers, one of whom was 
in his employ, drew near, apparently 
coming from St. Albans. He called to 
them to know if they had been to see the 
witch. 

** Nay,** was the answer. 

" I supposed," said Thorpe, « you had 
been to St. Albans." 

<« So I have, Master," one of them said, 
** but the witch ben't there not yet." 

" What have they not removed the 
body?** 

<* Yes, the dead body be there ; but 
the witch ben't fetched while the time I 
came away.'* 
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« But is not the witch dead ?'* 

" Nay, not a bit of it. The old cme 
takes too good care of that, more-s the 
pity, and won't let his darling children 
die so easily, Master." 

*< And are -you certain, Hodge, that 
what you now tell me is true ?*' 

« Quite sure of that." 

" Then we have been deceived. News 
came to Redburn, that the witch. Dame 
Neville, had been murdered last night.'* 

«« Yes, Master, it was so told at first, 
the reason whereof was only this, that 
the poor body who is dead, Goodman 
Smith's widow, was found in a closik and 
hood which had been the witch's." 

Albert who had listened with intense 
eagerness to the foregoing conversation, 
now learned that the poor woman he had 
seen at Dame Neville's, and who eftred 
to accompany him over the fields, was 
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the person struck by the hand of an 
assassin, nor doubted but it was her 
dy^g ^oans that had reached his ear. 

*• Since it is not the witch that is 
dead,*' said Thorpe, " it will be to no 
purpose that we should go on.** 

>* Yes it will Master,** cried Hodge, 
•* for the witch is now gone for, and will 
soon be there.*' 

«* And why is she to be brought to 
St. Albans ?** Challoner demanded. 

" Because when it was found that the 
murdered woman was wearing the witch's 
garments as she lay not a long way 
from where Dame Neville lives, the con- 
stables and folks went there, and she con- 
fessed." 

" Confessed !" exclaimed Albert. 
*« That is impossible !** 

<* You may say that,*' the man re- 
joined, « but it is all true. She openly 
confessed that poor Goody had been with 

VOL. II. F 
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her last night, and that she had given 
Jb^r the clothing which she had on to 
help her through the winter, and this, 
she said, if needs be, she could prove by 
others.** 

" And so she can,** cried Albert. 

" Thorpe and Challoner looked round, 
surprised at the confident tone in which 
Albert spoke. He was in that mpment 
about to reveal all he knew, when he 
judged it right to pause. It was ndt cer- 
tain, that such testimony would be ne- 
cessary. If it should be, she c<;Hild at 
any time call for it, and he considered 
that if he volunteered his evidence in her 
favour on the present occasion, by estab- 
lishing a friendship or intimacy between 
them, it would weaken the effect of any 
interference by him on the further 
trial to which it was intended that she 
should soon be subjected. He therefore 
refrained from making the statement 
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which he h^ been about to ofifer, and 
burped aside the enquiring amazement of 
hi% companions, by Qftlmly adding — 

*^ I think )t not improbi^ble that she 
speaks truth, for why should the poor wo- 
mgn denture ^a^n assertion J, which, if fajse, 
could be so easily shqwn to be so ?'* . 

No remark was m^de on this bhserv* 
ation, and Challoner further questioned 
thcj man as to the occasion of Dame 
Neville being brought to St Albans. 
. The answers given were to this effect. 
Though nothing appeared to contradict 
what the witch had advanced, yet the 
present moment was' thought favpurable 
for gaining positive evidence of her guilt, 
if she were really criminal, by bringing 
her to where, the dead body lay, and in- 
viting her to take the corpse by the 
hand ;. 911 doing of which, if the murder 
had been perpetrated by her, the count- 
fDance would forthwith undergo a change 
F 2 
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which must denote the same. With this 
impression, the minister of the parish, 
two magistrates, and several discreet 
inhabitants, were resolved to put Dame 
Neville to the proof. 

Thorpe much approved of the wisdom 
thus manifested, and appealed to his 
friend Challoner, if it were not highly 
creditable to their zeal. 

" More creditable to their zeal than 
to their understanding," was his answer. 
" The examination to which they pro- 
pose to subject this poor, woman has, 
however, the merit of being harmless. 
If she is not to be dealt harshly with, till 
the dead person changes countenance, 
there is little to fear, and I have no 
curiosity to know the result.** 

*« But I," said Thorpe, " am most 
anxious to learn what shall follow." 

" Then, hie to St. Albans. But since 
we shall not have the opportunity of 
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searching the witch's abode for the 
charmed fire which you supposed the 
cause of your pains, I shall not walk so 
far this morning.*' 

" Nay, you will do well to be present 
at this trial." 

"I prefer being away. I have no 
reverence for such superstitious folly." 
' "But why, my good and worthy 
friend, should you so describe this solemn 
proceeding ? Is it posisible that you have 
never heard how a horrid murder was 
thus brought home to the perpetrators in 
the late reign.' " 

" I have heard many stories, bat none 
ever convinced me that this was a ra- 
tional way of attempting to ascertain 
whether or not a suspected person was 
guilty." 

" Then you ought to be informed, 
that such it was proved to be early in the 
time of the king, when one Joan Norkett, 
F 3 
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wife to a man named Arthur Norkett, 
being found dead in her bed with her 
throat cut, was thought to have com- 
mitted suicide. So was it found by the 
coroner and jury. Afterwards, strong 
suspicion arose against the husband and 
others, whereupon the body wis taken 
from the grave, and the parties believed 
to be privy to the death, were required 
to take the deceased by the hand.** 

^* And could it be imagined^ that do-' 
ing this would lead to anything that 
ought td be deemed of importance in a 
question affecting the life of a fellOW' 
creature?" 

" Sir, the instant the hand of the dead 
person was touched, the brow which was 
before df a livid and carrion colour, 
began to have a dew or gentle sweat upon 
it, which increased by degrees till the 
water ran down in drops upon the face. 
The countenance then became of a 
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fresher colour, the eyes opened and shut 
three times, and what proved beyond all 
doubt the criminal participation of the 
husband, was this, that the marriage, 
finger was thrust forth as often and 
dropped blood upon the grass. These 
are facts.'* 

•* To me, they seem incredible." 

«« But they were sworn to by wit- 
nesses of good repute, and the murderers 
weife executed." 

«• On better proof of their misdoings, 1 
should hope, than any change in the ap- 
pearance of a corpse could supply." 

Thorpe could not but again express 
his regret at the unbelieving spirit which 
he reinarked in Challoner, who, however, 
declined going to St. Albans, being un- 
willing to countenance such an experi- 
ment so far as to be present at it. Albert 
was anxious to witness it, not that he, 
any mpre than Challoner, calculated that 
F 4 
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proof either of guilt or innocence could 
thus be obtained, but he was desirous of 
knowing what interpretation might be 
put on her conduct, or on any statement 
she might offer, and, above all, to be at 
hand if any testimony which he could 
supply would serve the accused. 

Challoner parted from them and re- 
turned. Albert and Thorpe went for- 
ward, the latter continuing to laud the 
wisdom of the magistrates, and maintain- 
ing that even the giving of her accursed 
attire, if proved against the witch, ought 
to be taken into serious consideration, as 
that circumstance might have been the 
means of producing the catastrophe. 

« What, Sir,'* said Albert, " if a kind- 
hearted being should desire to relieve dis- 
tress, and the individual befriended have 
the misfortune to perish by another hand 
in consequence of going forth to obtain 
the relief, would you, therefore, put to 
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death the unoffending party, whose only 
offence was charity?** 

" I am not sure that the garments in 
question were not given for an; evil pur- 
pose, in order to destroy the unfortunate 
creaturie the wretch pretended lo re- 
lieve.** 

" Nay, Sir, where are the grounds for 
this suspicion? I see none, and I trust 
even with you it will be set at rest, if no 
such appearances as you describe to have 
been produced in a former case, should 
be seen to-day.** * 

As they entered St. Albans, a mur- 
mur ran through the crowd, that the 
witch was come. This proved to be a 
false rumour. Though Dame Neville 
did not hesitate to obey the summons, 
the throng which pressed about the offi- 
cers, sent to bring her to the town, 
so impeded their advance, that more 
than an hour had elapsed after the arrival 
F 5 
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of Albert and Thorpe, when they saw 
Dame Neville escorted into St. Albans. 

The corpse was then brought forth, 
wrapped in a white cloth. It was plaped 
on a long table which had been previously 
carried into the street. The cloth being 
withdrawn, the remains of the deceased 
were exhibited in the bloodstained gar- 
ments which had belonged to her. A 
cry of hoi^ror ran through the assembled 
multitude, which gradually died away 
into silence, while every eye after resting 
on the dead body with ast<>nishment and 
horror, sought for the su|>posed perpe- 
trator of the murder. Albert saw with 
anguish his surmise confirmed, and per- 
ceived that the deceased was no other 
than the female he had met on the pre- 
ceding night at Dame Neville's. The 
grim and ghastly expression which had 
now taken the place of the unconscions 
smile ivhich played in her healthful face, 

145 
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while she accosted him, struck him for- 
cibly, and he shuddered to trace the 
ravages which a few brief hours had suf- 
ficed to effect in one so recently seen in 
all the vigorous bloom of mature life. 

His attention was called from the ca- 
daverous aspect of the deceased, to mark 
the proceedings against Dame Neville. 
The magistrates in bringing her forward, 
told her that if she were really innocent, 
it could not be other than gratifying to 
her to be subjected to this trial. If she 
feared it, they said, it was not their in- 
tention to compel her to submit to it, but 
from her declining to touch the murdered 
woman, they and all present could not 
choose but draw conclusions, which 
would certainly be any thing but favour- 
able for her. 

Thus professing not to force the sus- 
pected to the test, yet intimating in no 
ambiguous language, that by avoiding it, 
F 6 
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she would supply that confirmation oi' 
the su^icions excited, which it was the 
object of this exhibition to procure, they 
hardly left her an alternative. 

Pale as the lifeless form which she 
approached, Dame Neville was led for- 
ward. The minister of the parish ex- 
horted her to be of good cheer, if she 
carried with her a blameless conscience, 
for he who had power over the devils 
themselves, would not suffer the slightest 
infraction of his laws on an occasion like 
that, to the peril of the innocent. He 
therefore called upon her, if she had pre- 
viously spoken truths to look up and fear 
not. 

This encouraging address was unheard 
by the living victim. Her mind had 
received a severe shock by the event 
which many had assumed was the work 
of her hand. She had more reason to 
feel deeply affected by it, than she had 
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revealed to any mortaU The languor 
which appeared in her coontenance, and 
the general debility remarked as she ad- 
vanced, were by some considered but 
the evidences of dismay, the inseparable 
attendant of guilt ; and Thorpe, who was 
one of these, began seriously to believe 
that the Evil One whom she had served 
had deserted his votary. 

But these unfavourable impressions, if 
too generally prevalent, were not univer- 
sal. There were those who thought they 
recognised the dignity of virtue in af- 
fliction, and who saw in the weakness 
which she manifested, no more than 
might be expected in a lonely unpro- 
tected female thus circumstanced ; and 
all admitted, when the hood which she 
had previously worn was removed, that 
there was nothing in Dame Neville re- 
sembling what they had imaged to them- 
selves as the likeness of a witch. 
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Having reached the dead body, 
Dame Neville bent sadly over the disfi- 
gured remains of the unfortunate object 
of her bounty. The big tear trembled 
in her eye while she recalled the fatal 
effects of her charity. 

<« She hesitates^ and will not touch 
it," Thorpe whispered to Albert. 

" She is shocked,** said Albert, " at 
the awful spectacle to which her atten- 
tion has been drawn.** 

« What will ye that I should do ?** 
enquired the trembling Dame Neville. 

" If you be innocent,** a magistrate 
answered, " appeal to Grod that you are 
so, holding at the same time the hand of 
the murdered person.*^ 

"To Him who sees all hearts — to 
the God who gave me being,** Dame 
Neville cried, raising her voice somewhat 
above the tone in which she had spoken 
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before — " to him who knows that I am 
guiltless of this murder I appeal/' 

While speaking, she took the hand of 
the dead woman into hers. 

The solemnity with which she spoke, 
and the tranquil, though sad expression 
of her countenance, produced no unfa- 
vourable impression on those who were 
near enough to see her features, and 
hear her words. The most awful silence 
prevailed. No change was remarked in 
the deceased, and it was intimated to 
the suspected party that she might re- 
lease the hand. 

That moment, a spectator called 
out, ** A sweat begins to arise on the 
dead countenance !" 

♦* And so there does!" Thorpe ex- 
claimed. " It is bedewed on a sudden.** 
A murmur of acquiescence and ad- 
miration was beginning its course, when 
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Albert rushed forward and stood by the 
supposed witch, 

" Hold !" he exclaimed, in a tone of 
authority, which instantly gained silence, 
" Do not rashly accuse. It is true that 
the countenance of the murdered woman 
is bedewed. It is true that it was not 
thus before, but it was from the full eye . 
of the accused, who was her benefactress 
while she lived, and who now weeps over 
her in death, that the damp which yoii 
perceive descended.** 

A doubtful whisper replied to this 
address. Albert went on. 

" Behold, now that Dame Neville 
stands apart ; the dew increases not. 
Wipe it away, and though she again 
hold the lifeless hand, it shall not return, 
so those floods of woe and pity, which 
are falling from her eyes be not that way 
directed.** 
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He placed the hand of the corpse in 
that of the female, in whose behalf he 
Tiad spoken. Dame Neville recognised 
her friend, and her tears fell faster than 
before. ; His words — the action by 
which they had been accompanied, and 
the mournfully interesting appearance of 
the Dame, all combined with the un- 
changing aspect of the corpse, induced 
conviction that in this instance she had 
been wrongly suspected, though there 
were not wanting those who muttered 
that if she had not committed the mur- 
der, she ought to be hanged for a witch. 

The magistrates, however, decided that 
there were no grounds for detaining her, 
and she was permitted to withdraw. 
Thorpe expressed some surprise at the 
course taken by Albert, but no anger, 
for he was satisfied that the dew on the 
countenance of Goody Smith had been 
ascribed to its true cause. He only re- 
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marked that because the witch had not 
committed this murder, it was hot to be 
supposed that she was guiltless of other 
matters. This, he added, would be seefi 
when Matthew Hopkins arrived. 
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CHAP. VII. 

When i behold a factious band agree. 

To call it freedom when themselves are free — 

Fear, pity, justice^ indignation start, 

Tear off reserve, and bare my swelling heart ; 

Till half a patriot ; half a coward grown, 

I fly from petty tyrants to the throne^ 

Goldsmith, • 

When Challoner had received the niews 
of the manner in which the enquiry, or 
examination rather, had been conducted]! 
and of the part which Albert had taken, 
he expressed the warmest approbation 
of the humanity and presence of mind 
which he had displayed in the cause of 
the accused. He welcomed Albert oii 
his return with the most cordial greeting. 
•^ This,*' said he, " is as it should be. 
I see with exultation that with a bene- 
volent heart you possess a Capacity which 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



116 THE WITCH-FINDER. 

promises to give the best direction to its 
generous impulses, and cannot but prove 
highly important in times like those in 
which it is our lot to live. Great events 
will yet take place before that generation, 
which has already witnessed some of the 
mightiest convulsions recorded in our 
history, shall have passed away.*' 

" This, Sir, has for some time past 
been my opinion." 

" It is not matter of conjecture, but 
of certainty, and the time is fast ap- 
proaching, nay, 4s all but arrived/' 

"Indeed!" 

" And even now the moment is at 
hand, when, from your fitness, which this 
day has proved, I dare at once to confide 
in you, ay, and to place you in a situa- 
tion which will immediately give you 
the means of serving your king, your 
country, and, as I well believe, eventually, 
yourself. Without further preface, I 
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may tell you that Lord Fairfax is not 
unwilling to favour the return of the 
king.- 

" Is Lord Fairfax for the king ?" 
" He is, and as it is needful that some 
one should communicate with him and 
me, who may be occasionally at York 
House, his Lordship's present residence, 
without jexciting suspicion from his for- 
mer connection with the political world, 
I have thought of engaging you to un- 
dertake this part, if you feel suflScient 
zeal in the cause, to be prepared to act 
with me, that is, to come in to what the 
party now in power would not fail to 
call a plot, and risk your life on its 
success.'* 

" The oppressive conduct of the pre- 
sent anomalous substitute for a govern- 
ment has dispelled the dreams of my 
earlier youth. I am not now to be con- 
vinced that on the restoration of mo- 
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narchy, the future prosperity of England 
must depend, and will readily undertake 
the task you would assign to me." 

" Tlien I shall wish you this very 
night to leave Hertfordshire. Thia is 
sudden, but it is necessary. Preparatory 
to your going, take this, as money may 
be wanted on various occasions, which 
cannot now be specified or exactly anti- 
cipated/* 

A well replenished purse was handed 
to Albert. He hesitated, but the man- 
ner and look of Challoner bore down all 
opposition, and he received it. 

As yet Challoner had made no allusion 
to the singular spectacle which Albert 
had witnessed. He wished to speak on 
this subject, but felt somewhat embar- 
rassed how to introduce it. 

" I fear," said Challoner, « your coun- 
tenance is too ingenuously expressive for 
the concerns in which you are about to 
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engage. I can see that your tJioughts 
are fixed on what I promised to commu* 
nicate, relative to the interruption of 
your rest last night." 

Albert felt rather confused at this 
prompt detection of his thoughts. Chal- 
loner continued : 

" Few words shall explain what you 
saw. When all security for property 
was at an end in this country, those who 
possessed considerable measis were una«- 
ble to transport theh* gold and valuables 
to foreign parts, with themselves. I 
then determined on burying in the gar- 
den of this cottage what remained of my 
wealth. This prudent step I took before 
my fortime had been much impaired. 
Since that period, and indeed for some 
years before it, I ^pent little of my sub- 
stance. The common pleasures t)f man- 
kind had lost their, value in my eyes, and 
I endured life merely because I thought 
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it would ^^e crirpinal^to relieve ijayself 
from it." . ^ c 

" I am sorry you have confided this 
important secret to me. Such a fact 
cannot be too carefully concealed.- I 
diall fear lest in sleep it escape, from 
me/* .^ 

" To you, had your ajttentioa not been 
attracted to my lahoi^r when in the si- 
lence of midnight 1 sought ipy bmried 
treasure — to you, I say, I should havade- 
sired to impart the secret;, that in the 
event of my life being brp^ght to s^n 
early conclusion, the gold thus preserved 
might not rest useless." 

" I am deeply beholden to your bouaty., 
Now I can understancj the care bestqAyed. 
on the Mountain A^kJ^y 

" It was necessary to have some mark to 
guide me, or any one whom I might find 
it necessary to trust, as I do you, to the 
exact ?pQt where the future . me^ns of 
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existence were deposited. <%liged to 
decide hastily, I coidd devise no better 
means for protecting my property than 
by charging the poor man whom I suf- 
fered to take up his residence here, with 
the care of the tree, the £ulure of which 
was to cost him the advant^es that were 
to requite his attention. For many a 
long month the spot has not been dis- 
Uirbed, but circumstances now opeii a 
iield for exertion 1'' 

Albert had substantial reasons for 
feeling gratified with this disclosure. 
The confidence reposed in hiro, and the 
advantages oii^red, might have glad- 
dened a sordid heart. They were not 
despised by him $ but he exulted more 
in finding that mysterious conduct wnich 
he had remarked, thus satisfactorily ex- 



His eyes glistened with returning 
cheerfulness when they chanced to rest 

VOL. II. G 
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upon the roBe which iiad bi^n meoiioHed 
by Thoqpie». between lA^ich aii4 the ash 
tree he bedi fencied there was some 

ChaUoneiit well re^d ip the human 
hearty had learnt to look for the e^^pres^ 
BiQV of ks.workiisg^/ fifom thff c^re-hefbre 
it oould be shaped .kitp speech hiy the 
tcAigue* The gjajice of i^mprisBft gf con* 
fission, or of alaroi^ he had iteirfarked 
could outstrip the most sadden, enqlam- 
ation, as the Jii^tni»g iia^h 4<>^ the 
voice of the thu^^der. ^ 

^f Agiin/* saidhc^ ** do I det^t and 
fallow the Qoui^se of yn^ur thimghts. 
£ither yoiK have been tol^. or you have 
^served something pf the r^pse w);uiph has 
heen preserved not less carefulfy than the 
ash tree.** , \ > . . ' 

" Sir»*? Albert replied, •^ with you my 
thouglila ^fik Qpt to sbiinr detection. It 
is most true that 1 have observed the care 
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Vestowed'on the floWer o6v^^inft9ie rdotn. 
I wish to repress improper curidaiity» but 
must acknowledge what I have just h^&rd 
has notluAg abated my previous ioofpres^ 
ifion^ that you value this rose not mej^eiy 
for its beauty." 

. *< If, Albert, I have not &iled to tl^ace 
the workings of yolir raind, you have 
fMToved yourself equally competeattfr dis- 
cover iKrhaC my lips have been slow to 
reveal* There is that connected with 
this poor flower whieh will interest^ and 
surprise you* That small vessel,'^ he 
continued, pointing to the case in which 
rile roise*tree flourished, *« is a sepulchre.** 

Albert evinced astonishment at tlie 
language, but still more at the manner of 
ChaNonet, which, before serious, now 
became aflfectingly mournful. 

^ Yes, boy — so I must callyoii -* this 
contiiiii» not buried gold, biit the heart 
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of one who loved you fondly,' devotedly^ 
and to death." 

More amazed than ever, Albert gazed 
alternately on Challoner and on the flower 
so strangely prized -— so strangely associ- 
ated, but was not sufficiently composed 
to offer an answer, or to frame a question. 

Challoner proceeded : — 

." In an awful hour of frenzy and of 
carnage, your aunt, who bad bravely un- 
dertaken the protection of your helpless 
infancy, perished. Cruelly deceived my- 
self, ' I fearfully wronged her, or unques- 
tionably I should have averted or shared 
her fate. Accident conducted roe to the 
spot where •the discoloured remains of 
her once-lovely form reclined. You, 
Albert, the tender object of her care, 
though wounded by the same hand which 
had destroyed her, still breathed.** 

Challoner paused, while tears fast ming- 
ling with those of Albert, flowed from 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE WITCH^FINDER. 125 

bitter regret when the dreadful spec- 
ific to which his mind now turned, 
again lived in his memory* He thus 
resumed, . 

** The bosom of the ill-fated beauty 
had been savagely profaned, and the kind 
heart its inhabitant, was exposed. To 
me I was persuaded that it had been false ; 
but.my tears fell on it, and I took it from 
the corpse^ resolved to give it burial in 
consecrated ground* More I could not 
beyond placing her remains in a shallow 
pit> ivhich was near, and covering them 
with the turf, which I wildly snatched 
from the plain* I carried the heart 
which I believed to be frail, and the child 
said to be the offspring of that frailty, 
many A dreary mile. I am thankful to 
the .A^ost Hi^b th^t jthe madness which 
at times came over, mp, did not so far 
«nl?due my rea?Qp as t9 induce me to 
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i^weyo^ witese veiy^xbtenee I deemed 
a sih iigatust tne, to perish with her whom 
now I know ta have been all that faithful 
love i^liould prize* My speech I tnneh 
suspect of very imperfectly embodying 
^vhat I would say. I doubt iff you can 
^ompi^ehend me/' 

^< Thei'e is„ Siiv for me, a thrilling 
interest m all you have said. I wo^Id 
ask a hundred questions, but, impatieiit 
for your furtber discourse^ wSll not now 
interrupt with rnie enquiry/* 

,^* When I retched a neighbourhood in 
jwhich I could rest for a short spac^ I 
procured a case like that which you now 
look upon, and having filled it with earth 
from the church-yard, I deposited the 
heart of Einma in the hallowed dust. 
That and you were the companions of niy 
subsequent joumeyings, till I reached 
this place. Being here, I planted a rose- 
tree in the ease, and as the flower grew 
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ami ilourisbedt X^(ftz(^ upon it3 l^ieaiijty, 
and eaBteaiplated ite sw€ietiie9$ with feet- 
is^ almMt approaching to idolatry. 
.My mind adopted it as the liviag repre- 
sentative of what Emma waa^ nxid I faav« 
^sometimes been so far carried away m to 
doubt whether the object noumhed by 
her Iieart had not succeeded to her intel- 
iigence* I have spoken to it, and by 
turns reproached and lamented the un- 
dated iiailty which was my undoing, and 
then I have caressed it witli insane joy, 
and esulted in the restoration of life and 
innocence to one who slumbers in the 
grave, but whose weakness, till within 
these few days, it was impossible for me 
to doubt." 

^* I marvel not that such an object 
should have been greatly prized. Yet, 
yet. Sir, I would enquire — *' 

"Not at this moment, Albert, would 
I have you enquire into matters connected 
G 4 
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mth what I hav^ ju3t touched uponu 
In a few hoars I srbaU be more conrpc^ed, 
and then I will unfold all that you can 
desire to know. Accident had directed 
your attention to two objects^ with regard 
to which my conduct might appear strange* 
On these points, as I knew not what you 
might imagine, nor even what might be 
reported thereon, I deemed it prudent 
at once to speak/*' 

" Trust me,. Sir, I would not press 
for explanations which you may feel 
it painful to supply, yet must I confess 
that I feel — '^ 

" Impatient for the promised disclo^ 
sure. This I neither blame nor wonder 
at. It shall not be long delayed. But 
I would at this moment give you some 
idea of the part which I am dearous that 
you should act. You need not he told 
that those doings which have barred the 
king from his throne, have despoiled hi& 
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sut^j^cts of their tightsJ ' I have already 
made you acquainted witli the hope, ay, 
and the expectation which I cherish, of 
seeing our troubles speedily terminated, 
by the re»eistablishnient of the ancient 
form of government in this kingdom. 
The king is reiady 16 pardon many who 
have grievously offended ; and not a few 
of those who have erred are anxious to 
return to the path of duty. The parties 
thus afiected are known to one Bentley, 
who will be f6und where I shall direct 
you to proceed, some fiflteen or sixteen 
miles from this place. He, in due time, 
will introduce you to certain persons 
in London, with whom it will be for you 
to act at this important crisis.** 

« I shall be feithful, sir.*' 

" I doubt it not, but you must also be 
wary. He brings little strength to a 
cause, who, always meaning well, by im- 
prudence or lack of capacity generally 
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acts ill. But to guard you against ii^ 
manifold errors into wbicb your inexpe^ 
rience might betray you, I have written 
very fully those instructions which I deem 
important for the regulation of your con* 
duct. These yon must peruse at your 
earliest ieisure most attentively,, and 
when you have once thoroughly estab* 
lished the essential points in your me- 
mory, commit the paper to the flames^ 
that no accident may betray the secret 
confided to your keeping/* 
. •* Fear me uQt, Sii'. My memory is re- 
tentive, my industry will be active, and 
a single night will suffice to put me in full 
possession of the contents of the papers 
you mention.*' 

** Use expedition, but avoid precipita- 
tion. In the cypher which you will find 
among the papers now entrusted to your 
care^ you must make yourself perfect* 
CoBummicate with me as often as you 
17 
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can ; or at least as often as you have aught 
to impart which may prove in any way 
important. You, being utterly unknown, 
can mingle in society, and may with 
safety be found where it would be death 
im me to appear* It is these consider- 
ations, added to the knowledge of your 
merit and fidelity, which induce me to 
confide as I do in one so young* For 
this I should be blamed were you to mis-> 
carry; but my information with respect 
to your character, on which Thorpe has 
never failed to report from time to time, 
lifts me above all apprehension on that 
score." 

Albert expressed his sense of the kind- 
ness which maniitested itself in the confi<^ 
dence reposed in him. It was finally 
resolved that he should proceed to Bent- 
ley's that ni^t. The remainder of the 
4ay was occupied in preparations for his 
departure. Challoner endeavoured to 
G 6 
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advertise him of all those points on which 
it was necessary for him to be particularly 
guarded. Thorpe was not told of the 
errand on which Albert wa» to be des-* 
patched^ but merely informed that he 
was about to visit one of his benefac^ 
tor's friends^ with whom it was probable 
he would reside for some time. I0 
I the course of the afternoon Ghalloneir 
called up sufficient resolution to make 
Albert acquainted with those events of 
his earfy lifbr which the reader ha& seen 
in the precedin^g chapters. Ta describe 
the emotions of Albert at hearing of* the 
melancholy fate of his parents and aunt^ 
would be supei*fiuous» While lamenting 
fheir death be deplored the more pro- 
tracted woes of Challoner. Grief predo- 
minated in his mindt but it could not 
subdue the gratitude which the conduct 
of his benefactor was in all respects well 
fitted to inspire^ 
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CHAP. VIIL 

'' And ah ! forgive a stranger rude, 
A wretch forlorn," she cried. 

G0LD8MiT|^« 

Albert took leave of Challoner shortly 
a£ter nightfall. , He directed his steps 
towards the abode of Thorpe, whence 
he was to depart on horseback. He 
was about to knock for admittance, when 
his name wa$ pronounced by a female 
voice. He looked round, but saw no 
one. He, again, heard the same voice, 
which in a tremulous tone doubtingly 
enquired— 
: "Is it Albert?'* 

« I am Albert,** was his reply. 

" Then tarry, in mercy tarry," cried 
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th<j female, "and permit me to speak 
with you.'* 

Albert felt considerable surprise at 
being thus accosted, and that surprise 
was little abated by the last sound which 
reached his ear, and made him know the 
speaker to be no other than Dame Ne- 
ville. 

" Why are you here ?'^ he asked, •* has 
any one again troubled you ?** 

" Not since the morning, when I was 
accused of murder. But I am in hourly 
fear. Pray you, come further from the 
house of Master Thorpe, for should he 
perceive me near his dwelling, he will 
feel assured that my purpose is evil, and 
deem all he ever imagined to be amply 
confirmed.'* 

" In this,*' said Albert, " I know your 
fears are but too well-founded. I would 
fain hope they are not so with respect to 
any thing else that alarms you." 
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••Alas!" replied the Dame, "my 
cause for alarm is not like poor Mr. 
Thorpe's fear of me, without foundation j 
bat, pray you, come further/' 

Albert complied with Dame Neville's 
request, and walked to a less frequented 
part. 

" I entreat your forgiveness," she 
cried ; •* but in the world I have no friend 
who will listen to me but Albert. To 
you I wish to tell the peril of my situ- 
ation." 

*^ Nay, Dame," said Albert, «• I fear 
your troubles have disturbed your reason. 
Came not I, but recently, to tell you of 
your danger, and to advise you to leave 
this neighbourhood ?" 

*♦ My memory fails me not, and the 
instances of benevolence which I have 
tnet with, are too few to make it likely 
that I shall soon forget your humanity. 
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or confound the efforts of y^ur pity with 
those of any other fellow-creatui^.** 

« Then what is it you would say ?'* 

**You have told me, that the great 
witch-finder is about to come hither ; and 
though warned by yOu, I have refused to 
fly, in the hope that on his coming the 
truth will be made manifest, and suspi- 
cion and alarm, with respect to me, 
for ever set at rest/* 

<< Have you since judged it prudent 
to alter your determination ?*' 

^< No ; but I am exposed to a new dan- 
ger. Not many days since I met a man 
whose face I could not view without 
shuddering." 

*« And why ?'' 

<< O ! I have seen that horrid villain in 
my younger days. Then, though in 
the prime of manhood, his hard fea- 
tures were stamped with an expression 
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which advancing age has not, softened* 
an expression of ferocity so strongs tliat 
it seemed— it seemed suited to his 
habits." 

" Of whom do you speak ?" 

*< I wish not to name him. Though ju9« 
tice would demand his blood, I hesitate 
to be the immediate instrument of ^d* 
ding it. This man has triumphed in orimef 
but the sun of his prosperity declines* 
He knows that I, poor^ helpless, feeble 
as I am, may yet be formidable to him.'' 

"Indeed! then what have you to 
dread?'* 

" All that lawless malice can suggest 
to a cruel mind. Not many days since 
we met ; an involuntary start betraye4 
my knowledge of him : his fierce eye 
glanced at mine, and as I retreated to 
the humble roof beneath which I have 
sought to shelter n\yself from the world's 
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curiosity, its anger, and its pity, 1 saw 
that he followed/' 

" You should not have gone straight 
to your home.'*. > 

" Nor did I. When I observed him 
watching ray footsteps, I took another 
direction. But I have reason to believe 
that if baffled then, he has since been 
more successful.** 

<< Methinks, Dame, what you how tell, 
suggests a powei*ful reason, in addition 
to what I formerly urged, for quitting 
this place.*' 

" You already know why I decline to 
go. Had I thought of it before, the 
occurrences of this day would have com- 
pelled me to reliniquish the idea.** 

^« Why so?** 

** Accused, as I have been by the ge- 
neral voice, of murder, were I to leave 
Hertfordshire the moment after my li- 
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beration from those who ^soug^t for 
proofs of guilt, would it not be univer- 
sally felt that to such a course 1 had 
been urged by the consciottsness of 
crime ? No, no, I cannot do it. My 
life may be sacrificed by my remaining, 
but at least I will not deserve that the 
obloquy of murder or witchcraft shall 
attach to my memory from fear to meet 
those who may seek to put me on 
trial/' 

♦* I wish the result of the ordeal to 
which you will be subjected, may prove 
all you can hope, but I fear it. Pre- 
judice is strong, and I am fearful 
that improper means may be used to 
give a colour to that charge, unjust as. I 
am satisfied it is, which the neighbours 
by common consent have brought against 
you." 

" To that peril I trust I shall not be 
exposed j at least, I may calculate on 
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one generous defender-^ he who so 
nob]y befrietaded me thk day;" 

*' Nayj Dame," said Albert, *« you 
must not indulge that thought. This 
night I depart from Redburn and know 
not how long I shall be absent/' 

^' Indeed 1 " exclaimed Dame Neville, 
with some emotion, "and are you— are 
you going ? Whither do you repair ? • * 

** That is a secret/' 

« Dare you not mention it?" ' 

" I cannot; for at thhr moment it is 
unknown to myself." 

Then why should I longer remain?" 
she enquired, speaking to herdelf rather 
than to Albert ; " why should I stay ?" 
But the considerations which had operated 
on her mind before seemed on a sudden 
to recur to her, and she added, with 
firmness, " No matter, come what may, 
to think of flight is useless/* ^ 
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<< Methinks not» if you have aivy thing 
to fear from violence.** 
. "That I have much to fear, God 
knows. It is no groundless tremor that 
comes over me. Though the vale of 
age is before me, and I have not those ties 
which bind the many to existence^ and 
am most willing to yield my breath when 
heaven may require it, I confess myself 
terrified by the thought of dying, as the 
unhappy female whom you saw with nie 
last night did — I weep to think ofit,j — 
through me.*' 

"Through you! good heavens. Dame, 
do you really mean what you say ?" 

"I do:— ^through me she died, but 
not by my contrivance.** 

" You merely mean to say, that but 
for her visit to you, she would not have 
encountered the monster who destroyed 
her. That may be true, but the same 
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catastrophe would have otcufred^ had she 
called on any one else at that hour." 

MNot so, Albert ;* you have not fa- 
thomed my meaning. I have reasons for 
believing that had she sought any cot 
but rhiiie, she would have escaped in- 
jury." • i 

« Indeed!" 

" It is true. I, destined to be unhappy, 
uras directly the cause of her death," 

<* What mean yon ?»* 

" TTiat fatal gift which you saw her 
receive from me '^ that destroyed her!" 

** Can it be possible I" exclaimed Al- 
bert, breathless with amazement. He 
recollected the idea which Thorpe had 
thrown out respecting the awful con- 
sequences of wearing a witches ddthes, 
that, wild as he had deemed it, seemed 
now to receive conflrmatioti from the 
lips of Dame Neville, 
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*« It \\^,the present of » pftPt of ray 
attire/' she continued, ^^ that produced 
the ^d event. He o£ whom I have 
spok^n^ I suspect, though proof I have 
Done to o£fer, will have at the Jast day 
to answer for this murder, and the 
blow by which the ill-fated rustic pe- 
rished, was aimed at this lonely>/broken 
heart/* . 

Her speech faltered, aod she had 
nearly sunk to the earth* Albett sup- 
ported her. Just then some otih up- 
proached, and he found himself addressed 
by Robert^ 

** FU tell you what. Master Pfimlook, 
if yqu 9fe going to play any ef your 
tdcks, yi9|U had better gp farther off, 
fiKt jD(^ mas^r is just, coming this way 
to loplfL for you at Thorpe's.*' 

DsuQe-Nevillie revivedt hui Albert per- 
ceived that she trembled violently. He 
regretted having been seen by Robert, 
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and anxious to remove the idea that he 
was idlings he replied, 

** I shall be home immediately ; but 
here is a female who required assist* 
ance." 

«< No doubt. Females are rather liable 
to want assistance from gallants of your 
figure and complexioui which I see you 
are ready enough to give." 

' " Spare your coarse jeers. This is not 
the occasion which ought to call them 
forth." 

«• Nay, young gentleman, I only wished 
to give you a hint. If my master find 
you with yourarmabout a woman'swaist, 
and in the dark too, he will perhaps be 
able to guess as well as I can, the senti- 
mental kind of assistance your b^aevo* 
lence is likely to prompt." 

. ** Prithee, no more, Robert. l)o your 
errand*** 

«« My errand \(*as to tell you to iitop a 
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few moments for my master^ if you were 
not already o& Shall I tell him that ycai 
are engaged?** . 

" Tell him, Robert^ that you have seen 
me, and that I will come to him in a few 
miuutes/' 

" So soon as that !— Very well." : 

Robert then withdrew, . 
. « I know," said DameNeville, :**yau 
can ill spare the time, which I havis be- 
sought you to devote to me. Bu t . I will 
not detain you longer th^n to expjaiii 
my coming hither. I am convinced thai 
the wretch who put. that poor woman 
to death intended to strike, me.'* 

" On what is this belief founded ?** 

" On the movirnful knowledge which I 
have of his former life — on ..the look 
which he lately gave me— on his at- 
tempts to watch mp to , my res^Qn<^. 
Trom these and other circumstance^?, I 
am satisfied, that, deceived by thedress 
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which the object of my fatal charity wore, 
he thought the moment had arrived for 
rendering me mute for even'* 

Albert had . forgotten that the woman 
had clothed herself in those articles of 
apparel which had been given- to het4 
He now remarked :-^ 

" There is, indeed, isome probability 
in this statement. Dressed as she was, 
the villain might mistake her for you^ 
but if you know him, both for your 
own. sake, and foe the sake of jus* 
tice, you ought to make public what 
you have just told me." 

<* To what purpose shall I do so? 
Though I have the strongest moral 
conviction on my own mind, that the 
party of whom I have spoken committed 
this deed of blood, I have no proof to 
offer that can, or that ought to weigh 
with others. Nor do I know where^^ he 
is to be found; It may be that he has 
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fl$4f. JBut when he learns that he has 
f^lldd hx, his attempt oq iny llfe^ I doubt 
not:h^ will retufo.'* 

<< Then wby-^why.not seek some .new 
abode?'' . 

"That may be matter of consider^ 
ation when I have faced those who are 
about to become my accusers. But I 
have come hither now to request you to 
take, charge of this packet ; it contains 
wl^ty should I fall by violence, may one 
day make the villain tremble. Even from 
the grave it may be mine to bring on his 
head the justice of his country.*' 

" Then why not do it now ?" 

** Now it cannot be done ; you will 
one day know why. The cause of my 
present intrusion is this:-r^In conse- 
quence of the accusation brought against 
me to-*dayi my poor home has been 
nearly ransacked. The place in which 
these papers were^ deposited escaped the 
H 2 
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search, but I have to fear a still mpre 
rigid examination » Vvhen the enquiry you 
have announced shall begin. This may 
then be lost or destroyed. I would 
therefore give it to your care j your re- 
ceiving it may prove the means of saving 
ray life. Should he who seeks to destroy 
me, know that- this is in safe hands, and 
likely to be opened when I am no more, 
he will pause before he adds my murder 
to the crimes which already weigh down 
his soul, and will become not less anxious 
'for my preservation, than I believe him 
to be for my death.'* 

"That 1 cannot understand* If he 
fears you to that degree that he wtfuld 
seek your life lest you should put his 
in jeopardy, wliat raorq can he dread frona 
the papers you may leave ?'* 

<* Ignor^it of the existence of what 
-I now give to your custody, he thinks my 
xlealh would give him perfect security. 
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When he shaU learn that this cannot 
be accomplished by the means he 
would use, he will defer the execution 
of his purpose till he has attempted by 
persuasion or intimidation to induce me 
to give these to him. Unless that can b^ 
efiected, he will judge that his own life 
depends on mine, as he will calculate 
that though I can, it may be doubtful 
whether I ever wiU come forward against 
him/^ 

<* What you have given to my teepirig 
shall be preserved with religious care,*' 
said Albert, receiving the Dame's packet. 

« And now,'* said Dame Neville, " I 
will not ask you to tarry. Should an* 
other deed of blood occur ; should I be 
found as my visitor of last night was, 
this day, then hold yourself at liberty 
M examine what I have entreated you to 
hold for me. In the absence of that 
H 3 
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event, preserve the seal unbroken till I 
shall trouble you with a new request." 

Albert promised every thing that was 
required, and fearing Challoner inight 
wonder at his stay, he turned somewhat 
abruptly from the routed witch/* 

"Yet One moment^* she cried, seizing 
his hand, and pressed it to her lips* 
Albert was affected by her tone and 
manner, while he felt her .teafs bathe 
the hand which she clasped. " You,'* 
she added, '^wheh all around were dis- 
po^d to persecute, have been^^IBfad; 
May the Mighty Searcher of all hearts, 
who knows how fiilse are the accusations 
preferred against tn6,blesis, sustain, and 
watch over you in all your doings. 
Forget me not, should you see me no 
more^ but if you return while I am yet 
alive, fidl not to &peak one word o^' com- 
fort to'the weak, defenceless, calumniated 
Dame Neville.** 
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She sadly retired j Albert would fain 
have followed, but in that moment he 
heard Robert accost him once more, to 
tell that his muster, impatient to speak 
with him, was about to seek Thorpe's 
house. There was no time for delay, 
and he hastened to Challonen 

Challoner did not long detain him. 
Having added what he thought neces- 
sary to the instructions and admonitions 
which he had previously given Albert, 
bade him adieu. He took leave of the 
Thorpes, and having carefully deposited 
the packet given to his custody in a 
cabinet which belonged to him, he coni-* 
.menced his journey* 



H 4 
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CHAP. IX. 

Thou lingering star with less'ning ra^^ 
^ That lovest to greet the early morn; 

Again thou uflher^st in the day. 

BiniKS. 

\Albert was SO well acquainted with 
the road which he had to travels that he 
deemed it no inconvenience to journey 
at night, but he had not gone far when 
he found that he had difficulties to en- 
counter, on which he had not calcu}ated« 
A thick mist obscured the way, which 
baffled his sight more than common dark- 
ness would have done* In the course of 
the first ten miles, he more than once 
found himself at particular points, which 
he believed that he had passed before* 
At length the fog became so dense, that 
he could distinguish no object on either 
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side of the road, and though he conti- 
nued to advance, he doubted whether he 
.was in the track which it had been his 
purpose to pursue. 

He^heard the trampling of a hof^e be* 
hind, which, halting and delaying, as he 
had done, seemed to prove thaf the 
rider was embarrassed like himself. 
Though he could hope for little benefi* 
cial itiformation from one thus circum- 
slitticed, he felt a' dispositibn to accost 
his fellow«travelIen l 

"Wtth this feeling he halted. The other 
did the same. Albert then furned his 
horse to approach the traveller. 

He had moved but a few yards when 
he perceived his neighbour agaiti in mo- 
tion, and heard himself rather 'roughly 
challenged t-*- : , : : 
' «* Halloo ! Keep off! Who goes there?" 

« A friend,'* said Albert. 

^ But what sort of a friend ?" de- 
H 5 
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manded the otherJ *• Ob thi6- road ^e 
sometimes meets witJi ftiei^s ^o are 
rather more free thm welcome, irho scru- 
ple not to borrow a piirse on the first 
interview/* 

^ You do well to fee OTi your guard; 
imt I am not of the vocationt you suspects 
I would only aak if you can tell me at 
what part of the road we now meet;** 

" Truly that were no easy task at pre- 
sent. This foggy veil is most demviag* 
Darkness conceals, but this nusrepreseots 
objects/* 

« I find it so,** Albert replied^ ^ aha 
have frequently believed myself od a vast 
plain, when, incMning to the right or the 
left, I have found the road <dosdy 
fooimded by tall trees or houses*. But 
now, for some time, I have looked in 
vain for any object I could: riecognise/* 

" Whither. do you want to go? ■* 
20 
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^^ I purpose sleeping in the neiglkboar- 
ktiod of Southgate to-<iight/' 

" Do yoU so ? Nay then I may serve 
you* My h<^se lies over Etifield chase. 
I pass near Southgate, and do ncA think 
that ey^i the fog will preclude me from 
finding my way thither j therefore, if so 
disposedf you can ft^ow me." 

Albert thanked the traveller for his 
civility, and, gktd to atail himself of the 
services of ojie less bewildered than him" 
sdf, he followed as invited. 

At first they went forward in silence, 
but by d^rees they ^t into conversa* 
tion. It was rather inquisitively die* 
mtanded of Albert, whom he wished to 
see at Southgate, from what pkce he 
came, and why be preferred travelling at 
that hour? 

To such interrogatories Albert g^ve 
cautiooB and e?asive answers* He rianied 
H 6 
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8t Albany/ which he certainly bad but 
lately left, as the place from which he 
came; at Southgate, he said, he expected 
to find an inn; and as for the hour, 
he had not beep .accustomed to think 
Much of that when business called for 
exertion^ 

They went on convening, but Albert 
was careful not to let aught escape 
indicative of a desire to see any indi- 
vidusd residing at Southgate. He consi- 
dered, that as in a village so small, the 
name of every inhabitant must be known 
to one moderately acquainted with the 
place, it might give rise to suspicion if 
he suffered it to tran^ire that he wished 
to seek the dweUing of any private indi* 
vidual at so late a period of the night, 
and on such a night as that. 
^ The road seemed very long to Albert, 
and he was still invited to follow his 
brother traveller, long after he would 
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have concluded from the diatance he had 
rode that he must have reached the place 
of his destiuatiou* He began to suspect 
that he should profit little from the assist* 
mnce of his guide, aod his apprehensions 
were confirmed when the latter declared 
it was utterly but of his power to teU 
where they were. 

V Albert was not a little afflieted at 
hearing this acknowledgment* He how- 
ever breathed no reproach. He sincerely 
admitted the difficulty of distinguishing 
the road intended to be taken j and only 
regretted that when first bewildered he 
had not retraced his steps till he reached 
some object which might have given him 
thejnformation he wanted. 

But the question was, what ought he 
to do in his then situation. He little 
liked the idea of remaining where he was 
till day should return; and if he ventured 
to move at all he might journey from the 
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point which be wiahed to approach. His 
feUow^wanderer professed utter inafailitgr 
to speak with cerf^intur to. to the road 
which would conduct them toJSouthgate^ 
but, he inclined to the opinion that they 
were in the right tnick. 

Hoping that this conjecture was not 
erroneous Albert kept .on. The odi€ar 
went slower than he had done» but 
evinced no disposition to change hJA 
^course. He had now become remarkably 
taciturn, and spoke not but when com^ 
pelled by a question from Albert. 

They had been several hours in com* 
paiiy» and Albert, with infinite vexation, 
jBwnd himself as completely at a loss as if 
he had been .plunged into the deepest 
ixxazea of a forest in an unknown land. 
fie began to reflect that if he were to 
reach Southgate at that period of th^ 
jEiight, he might not easily find the party 
hy whom he had been expected at an 
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earlier liouiV: fie judged it wap^ late, aii4 
demanded of his coffipaliioB,.' 

« Know you the tSin«, &md ?^ 

^ Not precisely* I on^ know that it 
is lotig after midnight, and Ithou^t th^ 
%ieU struck one a short time ago#'' 
^ «' Gan you yet resolve me,, if we havp 
^filHcin into the true patb?*' 

<< I have many times thought so, l^it 
have pi^saaitly been agiain in doubt. Ha ! 
28 it so? I Inmost distrust my sight j 
Yes^ we are right at last-^^e are now 
over the chase, and within a few paces 
of my dwelling/* 

- *« How sey you ? Aue we over £0- 
fi^ dmae? Nay, then, we must haye 
traveled through, or hud by, the pJbifie 
to which I would go/'* 

^* It is most truew We have certainly 
passed by East Barnet/^ 

«< This is very unfortunate. Butbei^g 
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h^re, you can now point out llie #ay 
which I must take/' 

« That will I do most r^iidily, but 
your beast and you are weary* This air 
and damp are little wholesome ; where* 
fore as a Wayfaring man you csm do no 
better than alight to rest and refresh 
yourself, and stable your horse till the 
morning." 

^^^ Nay, Sir, with thanks for the kind 
offer, I must decline profiting by your 
hospitality. I would not that it shall be 
said I wilfully delayed/' 

<< But you shall find at Southgate ho 
resting pla^^ meet for one of your con- 
dition, (fi>r your speech betokens you to be 
none of the meaner sort), open to receive 
you at this hour.'* 

^< For tlfitt I must take my chance, 
and hoping for good fortune, brave the 
worst." 
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-*< But hftve you fnends in Souihgate^ 
to whom you can repair ?*' 

Albert paused for a moment before he 
replied. The same question in another 
shape had previously been piit to him. 
He liked not the inquisitive manner of 
the speaker^ and cautiously answered — * 

"I have n^Jrknds there." 

The emphasis which he unconsciously 
laid on the word ''friends^'* attracted the 
notice of his companion^ who quickly 
turned on him with a new question — 

" Have you relations there ?** 

^* None," was Albert's response. 

" Nay then," the other cried in a 
Uutnt friendly way, <«you must not go 
thither at this hour, I pray you alight, 
and in my house you shall find the sup* 
per already spread, and enough for both, 
I will warrant." 

<< Take again my thanks, but I would 
rather at once pass on. Therefore at this 
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time, I will but obtain from your kind- 
ness the best direction you can iurnisbi 
and bid adieu/' 

" Verily, to give a direction which 
shall suffice to cany you through the 
qhaos of this night, is past my capacity. 
If you must needs be gone, I, having led 
you thus far from your road, will be your 
cpDB^panion/* 

" That I can in no wiife perjp[iit. Never 
thii^k that. I will be the cause of taking 
you from your home, and from liiose com- 
forts to wliich I hav6 been so kindly 
bidden/' 

<^ Stand not for fashions. I am^no 
man fpr ceremony, but it shall not be 
that you, brought hither by my error, 
3haU now forth alone. For me it may be 
possible to find the way, but you would 
not fail to wander all night to no pur- 
ppse.'* 
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*« I think with your instmctiori I 
dhall not fail so egr^ously/^ 

^« You are deceived Since it must be 
so, I mil at once have witli you. My 
horse is weary, and knows that he is at 
bome^ but he shall back so iar/' 

He spoke in a manner which distinctly 
annbunced that he would take no denial. 
.Welcome as company might have been, 
had Albert travelled but on cirdinary 
business, to conduct to the very house, he . 
sought an individual perfectly unknown 
to him, and wbose curiosity had already 
somewhat $tartled him, waa that which 
Jbe resolved not to ridk, escape it as he 
might. 

** Is it to any inhabitant near the Weld 
Chapelj that you would hie?'^ his guide 
enquired, b^inntng to.put his horse into 
a trot 

This question somewhat staggered 
Albert, for in the lane leading to the 
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Weld Chapel, had he reached Southgate, 
he was to hiave sought Bentley. It al- 
most appeared as if the person in whose 
cbmpan J ^he found himself, had some 
intelligence respecting his errand. 

Albert parried the enquiry, by paying 
he desired not to call on any person who 
resided near the Chapel, but he wished 
to make enquiry after one who lived on 
the green. 

^* Then use the spur, and let us for- 
ward." 

*« Nay, tarry,** said Albert, *« I have 
heard grave men declare their second 
thoughts to be better than those which 
preceded. I know not whether my pre- 
sent ideas are superior to their ancestors, 
biit I much incline to avail myself of the 
kindness lately proffered. My horse has 
travelled enough, 1 am not unwilling to 
rest, and I will therefore spare you the 
toil of conducting me to Southgate, by 
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partaking of the good cheer your hospi- 
tality woulB set before me." 

" Well considered, young man. In a 
few hours this obscurity will have fled, 
and you may travel with comfort. I told 
you, I was no man to stand for fashions, 
and had you not decided to accept my 
invitation, it would not have been re* 
peated. But come, since it is so, we are 
at home." 

While speaking, he approached a wall 
in which, between two solid brick co- 
lumns surmounted by globes, Albert saw 
a gate. His conductor sounded a bell, 
and the door was opened by a man ser- 
vant, who took the horses towards a stable 
to the right of the house, which Albert 
could but just discern through the 
glopm which prevailed. They crossed a 
moderately spacious fore-court, and as- 
cending two or three steps, passed into a 
hall, where a small lamp, was burning. 
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On the left of this, a door opened, ii^to a 
room on the ground floor^ in which was 
a table,, on which candles evidently but 
just lighted w^re placed, and. on. which a 
substantial supper was. spread. 

*vNow sit you down, and eat freely," 
was the hearty but unceremonious a^d^ 
dress of the host. ^^Ijfc, however, might be 
no. bad thing, that we should each take 
one glass of generous wine fir3t* Bill 
I do not see that any i3 here. To this I 
must look myself/* 

" Here is a flask,** Albert remarked, 
« which seems to behalf full.** 

^* That wine is fit but for an invalid, 
and would ill agree with your palate or 
constitution. I shall fit you better 
anon/* 

He Wt the room* and Albert endea- 
voured to recollect where he had seen 
the face of his entertainer before. It 
was not wholly new to him, but he could 
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not determine where he had met the in-r 
dividual in wJhose home he so unex** 
p€ictedly found himself. 

The wine was brought io } and with a 
smile on his countenance the master of 
the house invited his guest to drink* Al- 
bert complied, and nothing reluctant, 
obeyed the directions which were most 
cordially given to help himself to what 
the table afforded. He was repeatedly 
pressed to honour the wine, and he com* 
plied with the invitation more than 
once, but excused himself from answer- 
ing the call so often as it was made, on 
the ground of its being necessary for 
him to proceed on his journey at a very 
early hour. 

*^ But you will sleep here,** ssud his 
host; " you will not depart till a|ler shar- 
ing in the first meal of the morning,** 

" I could wish to be stirring even be- 
fore day-break.** 
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' " Nay, your zeal seems ta me t&mtorit 
the reproach of being somewhat ^eiotra^ 
vagant. Did the fate of nations dep^itd 
upon your movements, you could not lie 
more impatient of needful delay/' 

** Could the fate of nations be affected 
by my goings or comings, to me, as an 
individual, punctuality would nbt^be of 
more importance than it is now, ^eing 
my all of character, and consequent!^ niy 
all on earthi depends upon the imp&res- 
sion which may be made by my diligdncfe, 
while yet I am young," ^^* • 

" But at least you will repose fb^ at* 
while. A bed is prepared for you/*'^^ ^ ' 
. *« Your kindness is great. I wilP^est ' 
for an hour or two, and then d^part^ 
without disturbing you, if this m^j^'bi 
permitted. At a future opportunity; P ' 
will return to make my acknowledge 
ments for the solace you have offeredJV ■' 
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. .After again oflfering his services to 
ccmduct hiin to Southgate, which were 
courteously decHned, the proprietor of 
the mansion insisted on their taking a 
parting draughty and having, at the re- 
quest of Albert, instructed him in the 
way which he had to journey, they se- 
parated. Albert was shown to a bed- 
chamber. The apartment was large, and 
the furniture old-fashioned, but every 
thing that was necessary for his comfort 
had been provided. He examined the 
closets, of which there were two in the 
rpom to ascertain that they concealed 
no one. Blushing for the suspicion which 
he had momentarily indulged, and which 
nothing that he had seen could justify, 
he was in no humour to continue his 
researches, or to indulge in idle specula- 
tion on the character or situation of his 
late guide. He wishe({ to master the con- 
tents of the papers of which he was the 

VOL. II. I 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



170 THS WIXCH«FJKXin* 

bearer, and opened them for the purpose 
of reading, but his wearied eyes refused 
to perform the task. He again put them 
up; andi throwing himself on the bed, in 
a few moments anxiety was lost in^ 
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CHAP. X. 

Oft the roygniion of plays at the commencement of thh 
eivil warsy and during the whole of the usuipationy the 
Red BuU appears to have been the only licensed theatre. 
The drama was strictly prohibited, but a mixed species of 
amusement, connsting of feats of activity and select scenes 
from plays, under the name of Drolls, was allowed to be 
here shown to the public. Londim lUusirata. 

He laughs at what he likes, and then will rise 

And tak6 tobacco. Gult Homebook, 

I am one of your gentle auditors, that am come in ; I. 
have my three sorts of tobacco in my pocket ; my light by 
me. B. J0N8ON. 

James had flattered himself that it would 
have been in his power to carry more 
encouraging tidings to Lesley^ than had 
resulted from bis interview with the 
widow Lee. Though he did not think 
the case hopeless, he could not boast of 
I 2 • ' 
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having accomplished any thii^^ He 
Was vexed to find lAaA IMy could' not 
accompany him to Hertfordshiret till the 
next day. But his old friends, the play» 
ersj were in motion, and intea^od to. ex- 
hibit that afternoon, and to witness their 
doings would in no small df^gi'ee co^isple 
him for the delay. 

He accordingly directed |ii% st^$ cto 
Red Bull Yard, which was the name 
given to a small turning out of Si. John's 
Street, now distinguished a^ Woodbridge 
Street. It was here that the yotwies of 
pleasure resorted at that period in great 
numbers, to enjoy so much of Jthe drania 
as was permitted to amuse the populace. 
The long'CoMinued scarcity ol^th^t|;rical 
amusements had given the qmHitu^e»ia 
Kvely relish for every thing loQXkM&ted 
with the stage, which was }ie]ig^*caisii by 
the fiery zeal still on the alert t^^ detect 
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and put^dolto fM^seimic representations. 
Sir Wmem^^DdvdtaktiBttBmpted to steal 
a maroh'i»i(bH^ftrTlMis,and had ventured 
to givd :' a liJ€aft'^df1<pteturiAl exhibition, 

den^gj^<8tMiA; ^^^se^i^citations, how- 
ever, < wetevixk> iifamatic to escape the 
notice of the higher pt>wers, aiid "a 
-course tmfe ipres^tftly instituted*' to 
fcheck sdch learflil ifaipiety. ' 

r At the iS^ <£(^tf a 4ifferen^ 
was hit ti][Jbn t^ «^ to 

the govertubeM;.' "^-Rbpe^iK^ing and 
^sach oth^ eaau^etit^i^#i^^nnounce4 
aft it bad been -cU^xxnac^ to tdlerl^^ and 
these it wfts well understood^ weMaM give 
way, before the spectators W@r€ dismissed, 
for a specimen of the de4rly4oved and 
pr^ibited^ and the more^ loved because 
prohMted, drama. .9^ '^ 

'. ' James ^asliere at hotn& He was^flein 
i 3 
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numbered among the most efficient menr* 
bers of the corps^ bat on this occasion, Jii 
the only character which he would have 
been content to act, that of Smpleion 
ike Smith, in the droll of that name; 
was given to Bob Cox, who was then 
as much distinguished for comic humour, 
and in as high favour, as Knell and Tarle- 
ton had formerly been, the young ama^ 
teur attended but as a spectator. 

Known to every oiie, he nSade his way 
to the tiring room to witness the progress 
of the prepsurations ; he promenaded the 
stage with the director-general, and as- 
sisted in fixing the apparatus which held 
up the rope on which two performers 
of eminence were to display their ac- 
complishments. Then he chatted with 
those favoured frequenters of the Red 
Bull who occupied the roomSy or boxes, 
fitted up for the reception of the chief 
patrons of the players^ at the back of the 
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stage, fronting the great body, of the 
audience. It was not the custom for 
^places to be taken beforehand in this, the 
best, or at least the most expensive, part 
of the house. Those who desired to oc- 
cupy it were obliged to go we must not 
say some time before the certain rpse, as 
the phrase is at pr^ent» but befi^re the cur- 
tains opened, for it was by di:awing them 
xight and left that the stage was exposed 
to the under-standerSf those who occupied 
that part of the house which might have 
been formed into a pit, but which was 
then left unfurnished with ses^ti^ like the 
circle of a modern amphitheatre, and the 
gallery. It was in the staiiding place 
that the ceconomist formerly took his 
station, to see, <^ A play for two-pence 
and a jig to boot.'' But, from the risk aed 
difficulty attendant on these undertakiQgs^ 
sixpence was at this period the price. A 
-shilling was required for admission to thfe 
I 4 
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gallery j but those who went to the rooim 
gave no less than two shillings. , 

** I wish these varlets would bear a 
hand," cried one, half addressingliiinself 
to James, and to his brethren, who were 
preparing for the perfonnaneev . 

'• Why, what's the matter. Master 
Cocky ?" James demanded, (it was to Cox 
that he spoke,) *• you look raider ^mifty* 
And what may be that patch oa your 
nose wbieh is now brought in ai^ of the . 
natural comeliness of your person ?*' 

** That is to cover a scratch, which I 
got from a iile^ one of the understanders 
was so courteous as to send at our curtains 
the day before yesterday, because we 
were slow in removing them ; and J. am 
in expectation of a similar compliment 
presently^ if these fellows creep about 

so." \"' ''; X ' 

" I suspect Bobby, 'though the folks 
here may be as liberal "of *nile and pear** 
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as ever l^ey were, at The Forjtui\q» :tlut 
your hnpatience for the droll. |s not3o 
much on account of your no^e, ,a^ from 
the regard you have for your mouth/' 

** I have no fancy that, (Btither sl^ould 
be touched/' , , 

** O but you have though. Yoi^, want 
your mouth to be touched, witji^ the 
bread and butter which comei^ out ^f^be 
stock for Young Simpleton. Truly^, ^e^^ 
how the trade of a player is now rq^uii^^ 
I marvel not that * a bird of the X}f\T^g 
room/ should be a little eager tp spcure 
his bread and butter wherever , jit jnay 
ofFer/V 

** Marry, I know not how soon i^ m^ 
coAie to that, for I cannot see ji^ soipe 
say they can, that the cause of the stage 
must yet prevail. True it is, that large, 
prices are paid, but thus the very enof-^ 
mity of those charges prevents people 
from coimng as they otherwise niiglit,, 
I 5 
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while the practice of playing l^ candle- 
lights beside^ makmg it impossible for 
good acting to be well seen and duly 
understood^ leads aged people to set their 
faces against actings by« reason that being 
kept from home till late of the night in- 
commodes them, and leads young people, 
so they say, into unmeet contracts/' 

" And yet I would wager a rose rial, 
that as much, mischief was done when 
plays began at one o^clock, as now/* 

" That may be; but stUl this furnishes 
an atguroent which is used against u». 
For now, seeing that M'e biit rarely begia 
so early as five, the stoppage which is 
caused while the lights are betog set 
up makes it x>ften after eight before w^ 
can conclude. This, many who liked 
to encourage plays in the time of the king 
consider very abominable." 

Here, an j^g, which was then con- 
sidered a perfectly allowable and ie» 
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gitimate play-house missile, was thrown 
with such force and precision through 
the parting of the curtains, that it passed 
over James and; went fairly into the room, 
or box, at the back of the stage, where it 
encountered the pipe of a young fashion- 
able, who was smoking, and distributed 
its yolk over the mask of the el^antly 
dneissed lady ^ting next to him. The 
gallant was so disordered by the shock 
which his teeth received from the rude 
contact into which they had been brought 
with his pipe, that he was too much 
occupied with re-adjusting himself to 
attend to his fair con^anion. James 
of&red to take the mask from the lady, 
and procure her a new one. This, how- 
ever» was declined. The offer was pressed, 
but the refusal was persevered in. James 
then proposed to take the mask which 
had been soiled and get it dried. But 
this alsK> was refused; and, beyond. ap- 
1 6 
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plying bis handkerchief to it, he couUk 
render no acceptable service. ) 

^ " I thought there would be some mis-* 
chief done/' cried«Cox j " this is always 
the way of beginning so. late.** 
-: ♦* Let me tell you, neighbour Cocky,*f 
said James, as he peeped between the 
curtains, *< you have got no bad atten- 
dance here. It proves that there is some 
^erit at the Red BuU. I don*t mean to 
say who owns the greater share of it, 
yourself or the other favourite come- 
dian.** 

"Do you mean Green ?** : . 

** No J — the monkey.** ? 

/ " Why, to say truth, I believe he Is 

not without his followers i I da>not mean 

c to say you are one of them, but you know 

*^Birds of a feather—* ** , . : 

•« « Will flock together* -^ To be sure, 
I know that, and, of course, aih^not :s«r- 
prised at finding Bob Cox aipd the South- 
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wark jncmkey iirother actors at^th^Jl^ii 
Bull/' .;>.,. 

* But now the crowd in the gaiter^,' as 
well as the occupants of other partd)OJf-jbke 
edifice^ began to manifest great .impa^ 
tience for the I^ginning of the entertaini* 
ments. The whistle of the manager gave 
notice for the stage to be strewedi.witb 
rushes, preparatory to its being cleamd* 
The dashing young blood/ who^ pipe 
had been assailed in the manner already 
described, caring not to expose hjim^e^ 
to another such visitation retired. Jam^ 
determined on taking his seat. But as a 
preliminary to this, in order to satisfy the 
female he was about to approach that it 
was a person of genteel habits who 9^ 
mredto become her neighbour, he calkd 
to the boy who attended for that purpose, 
to bring him some tobacco : the demand 
was made in a wellkno\^n quotation. \ 
*♦ * A pipe, there, sirrah ; no s(^iui|ti- 
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cate ; villaine» the best, whatever you prize 
it at/ " He added, still quoting from the 
same author, " * Tell yonder lady, with 
the yellow fan, I shall be proud to sit by 
her anon.' " Lighting his pipe by a 
match, which was always ready in that 
elegant part of the house, he took bis 
place by the masked lady, and began to 
consider what topic he could start for the 
purpose of drawing her into conversation! 
He had not come to a decision on this 
point, when the musicians entered their 
balcony, which was over the rigJitside of 
the st^e, and the first sounding was 
given by the tnunpets, to announce that 
the exhibition was ab^it to open. A 
second was given^ and violins re- 
corders, lutes, and hautboys, coitibined 
to furnish the third. The multitude 
cheered the welUkiiowa signal withboiiS- 
terous glee. Silence immediately fol- 
lowed, and the curtains were quickly 

* 
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l¥ithdrawn» so as to display the whole 
stage. 

Then came forward, amidst the tumult 
tuous shouts of the spectators, a rope» 
dancer, called the Funamble Turk. He 
was dressed in Oriental costume, and was 
certainly very eminent in his way. H^ 
walked barefooted up a sloping rope td 
the high horizontal one on which the 
prinqipal exertion was to take place* 
Having gained it, he passed nimbly along» 
and delighted the spectators with his 
^extreme agijity while dancing, first withi 
and then without, a balancing-pole. To 
this. part of the exhibition succeeded a 
series of experiments, such as the ventur- 
ous professors of our day have not 
thought jof attempting for the amusement 
of their admirers. A bandage was tied 
over his eyes, and he contixiued his evoluw 
tions blindfold. A boy of about ten 
years of age was next brought on, with a 
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Strong belt of leather round his waist 
The performer sat down on the rope^ 
extending one leg downward as far as he 
could. A line, which was attached to the 
bandage round the boy, was then tied to 
the foot of the leg so extended, and this 
being done> the Turk gradually raised 
himself^ and lifted the boy from the 
ground. The plaudits of the astonished 
crowd were renewed, and the effect was 
not a little heightened when they beheld 
this singularly-gifted personage, still 
blindfolded, dancing on the rope with as 
much agility and grace, thus encumbered, 
as he could have exhibited on the floor 
^ the stage. The urchin beneath 
seemed to enjoy the peculiarity of his 
situation, and very mirthfully dangled as 
the dancer kept on, evidently taking to 
himself no small share of the acclamations 
which were bestowed on his principal. 
He was released, and the eyes of the 
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Turk were again visible. After a few 
more feats on the rope, he clambered up 
what was called a mastf at least; ten feet 
above the rope, which was itself no 
inconsiderable height from the ground, 
and on the extreme point of the mast he 
placed his head, and remained for some 
seconds with his feet extended upwards. 
He quitted this dangerous elevation, 
passed along the high rope, and finished 
by sliding down the slope on his breast, his 
head foremost, and his arms outspread. 

The interlude, or « droll,*' as it was 
called, of ** Simpleton the Smith," suc- 
ceeded, and in this Bob Cox, the Liston 
of his day, deliglited the gaping multitude 
wi(h all the eccentricity of afiected sim- 
plicity and ludicrous contortion. His 
natural mode of eating bread and butter 
was deemed a chef-d^oeuvrey and in proof 
of his excellence in this, it was recounted 
as a very remarkable fact, that Jack 
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Adams, of Clerkenwell, from Cox seem- 
ing to eujoy it, bad been unable to 
refrain from demanding a shape, and had 
actiially bawled out " Bu?:, buz, give 
itte:Some.'* ^ On this occasion Cox, as the 
all-devouring Vulcan, for Simpktony the 
jmior Smith, had a great talent for 
eating, was honoured with his customary 
greeting. His complaints, on being rated 
by his father for taking " a bit of an 
afternoon luncheon/' diverted; but 
wbien the senior, speaking of his growing 
old, received the dutiful reply from his 
offepring, " More is the pity that you 
were not hanged in your youth,** the 
applause was excessive. In this the lady, 
whose mask had suffered, joined so 
heartily, that James, though previously 
unable to break through her reserve, 
began to conceive hopes of becoming 
better acquainted with hen He ventured 
to take an opportunity of untying her 
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mask behind. That, however, did not 
enable him to accomplish his objept, 
though the lady was too much occupied 
with the droll to notice what he had done. 
Resolved to be private, she had taken 
the precaution of using both thefeistenings 
which were then in use with the wearers 
of masks, either of which was in most 
cases deemed quite sufficient. Besides 
the strings which tied behind, her mask 
was provided on . the inside with a small 
bead) which, received into the month, 
held the covering of the face so close, 
that though the other means of holding 
it on had failed, her countenance was as 
perfectly concealed as ever. The young 
Smith now proceeded to serenade Dolly a 
saucy wench whom the father wished 
him to marry. His song, which was 
quite as remarkable for its humour as its 
modesty, convulsed the masked lady. 
It supposed a conversation between a 
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mother and her daughter, in which the 
latter^ applying for a husbandi described 
her hopes and expectations, and the 
burden " fFith a toitre loitre^ loitre lurry ^* 
conveyed a meaning to the audience 
which, they very much enjoyed, and the 
lady by whom James had seated himself 
Was even more delighted with it than 
her neighbours. But when the gentle 
JOaff, personated by a sturdy young man, 
requited the vocal effort of Simpleton by 
a jug.full of watet from her chamber Win* 
dow^ the mirth-loving female in the nlask 
was completely overcome by the resist- 
less drollery of the incident, and her 
laughter caused an awkward accident. 
Thci merry expansion of her mouth was 
so long continued, that the bead of her 
mask slipped away beyond recovery, and 
the mask itself fell, when James, with no 
little surprise, perceived that his gay com- 
panion was the broken-hearted mourner 
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he had lately sought to comfort -—the 
widow Lee. 

She blushed and felt that Uiere was 
something in her present situation which 
was a little at variance with the tumul- 
tuous sorrows of which James had so 
recently been the witness. He, however, 
(feeling that his own conducthad not been 
exactly that of the grave astrologer), was 
very indulgent, and after a brief comment 
on the folly of indulging grief, and the 
propriety of endeavouring to chase it by 
amusement, joined with her to laugh at 
the loves of Simpkton 9.nd Doll. When 
these terminated, a strong man exhibited,* 
and received the approbation of the muU 
titude for taking up a piece of a cannon, 
said to weigh ^wr kundred pounds^ with 
the hair of his head. 

The players were about to act some 
scenes from the " Midsuminer Night's 
Dream," under the title of "Bottom 
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the Weaver,*' when a cry of ^^Bed Coat^ 
Roundhead— linxk^ Turk!** resounded 
through the building. These cries inti*. 
mated that soldiers were at hand, and 
that it Plight be necessary to recur to 
the tight-rope exhibition. The hint 
was promptly taken, and not the Turk 
but the monk^ of whom James had 
spoken, and who had greatly distin^ 
guished himself at St. Margaret's Fair, 
Southwark, made his appearance. The 
animal wa3 faQta^tically dressed in a 
blue doublet, and wore a hat with a tall 
fisather in it. This he took off, and 
bfowed to the spectators. He danced 
on the rope, imitating many of the actions 
of the Turk. A ba3ket containing eggs^ 
was handed to him, and he turned heels- 
over head with it, without breaking 
any of them. Then he passed to the 
slack rope, on which he exhiMted in full 
swing, balancing a lighted candle, and 
17 
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a cup <rf water on hiii head, in suCees- 
sion, without extinguishing the one, or 
spilling any portion of the contents of 
the other* 

The alarm which had been given 
praved unfounded, and "Bottom the 
Weaver" was acted without experiencing 
any interruption, but from laughter and 
applause^ The widow, though her 
mirth was .modersubed by the reflection 
that she had, bran recognised, wfts evi* 
dently much amused, and when thei 
audience were dismissed, she offered 
James a seat in her hackney coach, and 
invited him to Lambeth* i^he travelled 
by coach for the purpose of being pri- 
vate. On the way she explained the ne« 
cessity she had been under of seeking for 
something to divert her thoughts from 
die mournful death of the late Mr. Lee. 
James very much approved of the pru- 
dent resolve which took her to the Bed 
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Bull^ and merrily supped with the 
mourner. Finally, he took his leavei 
convinced that though the widow's afiic* 
tion was as sincere, and as deeply rooted 
as that of many ladies whose husbands 
have deceased, that Lesley might now 
consider matters had been brought into 
a very comfortable train, and put the im* 
portant question floating in his mind, 
without risk of seeing Mrs. Lee ex- 
pire from excessive sensibility at the 
sound. 
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• CHAP. XI. 

• He iQtKt be goQfi^ the Stan had 8Q decreed. 
As he of them, so they of him had need; 
This message 'twas the blazing comet brought,' 
I wr the pale4ilced star, and seeing thought. 
For we .could guea, but only Lilly knew. 

Elegy on the Death of Lilly, 

When Albert left Challoner, it had 
been agreed that he should write thet 
next day to tell of his reception. The 
conveyance by which the letter was to 
go» had been pointed out, but of this 
from unlooked-for circumstances which 
have already been partly explained, he 
was unable to avail himself. Several da3rs 
passed without bringing the expected in- 
formation. Accustomed to disappoint* 
ment and mishap, Challoner began to 
fear that some accident had occurred,, 

VOL. II. K 
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though he was not a little at a loss to 
imagine what could have happened thus 
early, to cause that breach of punctuality 
which annoyed, and in some measure 
alarmed liim. 

But if the desired intelligence was 
kept back longer than it might have 
been, when, at length, it arrived, he was 
more than consoled for the delay. He 
received news of the safe arrival of 
Albert, top late to communicate with 
him in the way proposed, and excessive 
caution, an error perhaps, but one on 
the right side, had preferred suffering 
some days to elapse before any tidings 
were forwarded, to trusting even the 
most trifling paper to an unknown hand. 
Cballoner applauded the prudence which 
had given him pain. He also learned 
from the same papers that Albert was 
not a little flattered by the kindness 
which he had experienced, and the con*. 
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fidence which had been reposed in him ; 
while from Bentley he was assured, that 
nothing could promise better for the 
cause than the zeal, alacrity, and ad- 
dress displayed by the new auxiliary, 
associated with the friends of royalty. 

Successive communicationis were filled 
with the praises of his proteg€; and 
ChaUoner looked confidently forward to 
the moment when the object of his care, 
the beloved nephew of the lost Emma, 
should be honoured by the approving 
v<Hce of his king, and raised to the 
level of the proudest subject in the 
land. 

Thus several weeks passed away. He 
had frequent letters, and all furnished 
him ^ith circumstances which were satis- 
factory and consoling in their character. 
There were but two sources of hope for 
Cballoner, the restoration . of the kitig, 
and the advancement ' of Albert; and 
K 2 
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^bede combined at tbe same moment to 
cheer the heart which had pined in londy 
sorrow. Nothing ooaild make him gay, 
but he felt more tranquil than he had 
been since the disclosure made by the 
dying Lady Maitland. 

Living in the same place with his 
Qld fiiend Thorpe, Challoner irequeatly 
saw that unfortunate person, whose ills» 
i^eal or imaginary, or both, remained 
faithful to his person. No reasoning 
could satisfy him that his effigy was not 
still roasting at what he never failed to 
denominate *^ the hqlUdndled fire,'* and 
his mind was only soothed by the pros.- 
pect of seeing Matthew Hopkins, whose 
arrival he had for many days expected* 

At last he came. The evening on 
which Hopkins made his appearance was 
oi^e of great satis&ction to Thorpe; and 
the morQ so, as the witch-finder, on cate 
chiding him as to the progress <^ his 
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tortures, was quite convinced that he 
had not, been brought into Hertford^ 
shire for nothing. They promptly agreed 
to apply to the magistrates for their 
sanction to bring Dame Neville to the 
test of that ordeal which would remove 
all doubt of her guilt or innocence. 

Fatigued with his journey, Hopkins 
went to bed early. Thorpe was pre- 
paring to do the same, when a well-known 
step and voice were heard at his door, 
and his son James presented himself. 
Thorpe was rather surprised at finding 
him attended by two companions, who 
serenely walked in with an air which 
spoke them well disposed to consider 
themselves at home.. 

The old man stared, and the young 
one, with much earnestness, hastened 
to describe the quality of his first com- 
panion, who was no other than Mr. 
astrologer Lilly. He had less to say on 
K 3 
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the merits of his second follower, Green 
the player, who, in consequence of the 
strict measures adopted against theatrical 
representations, found himself quite at 
leisure for any country excursion, which 
promised to take a little idle time off his 
hands — off his mouth might be added ; 
for, remaining in London, he had no 
reason to fear that any severe toil would 
be imposed upon his teeth in the way of 
eating. 

James had anticipated that Lilly Would 
be most cordially welcomed by his father, 
but in this be was somewhat disappointed. 
The previous arrival of The Witch-Finder- 
General made the old gentleman rather 
shy of conversing . with the astrologer, 
lest by so doing he should give of* 
fence to Hopkins, who, mistaking him- 
self for a personage of vast importance, 
would be likely, so Thorpe feared, to 
walk off in dudgeon, and refuse to under- 
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take the case at alli if the aid of any 
other physician riiould appear to have 
been solicited. 

The presence of Lilly had, however, 
already in a great measure answered the 
purpose of James. Certain delays which 
had taken place he accounted for by 
speaking of the eflforts he had made to 
discover the place where the great astro- 
loger sojourned, and having thus got 
over the first meeting with his father, he 
cared little for the rest, or what might 
become of William Lilly. 

The father withdrew for the night, 
and while supper was preparing, Jamiss, 
Lilly, and Green sat down to pass away 
the time with a tankard of ale. 

Lilly, anxious to make a display, was 
ruffled at »the sudden exit of Thorpe. 
But the wife kept, her ground, and was 
full of the suflferings experienced by her 
lord from the arts of the witch and her 
K 4 
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aasi8ttuat . devils^ This soon afforded Lilly; 
m opportunity of showing some of bis 
knowledge. 

«Nay, my good true woman/' said 
he» ^^ methinks you must be scantily 
supplied with skilful men in these parti^ 
if these things can be/' 

" That is what I say,*' cried the lady. 
^* Is it not a shame," she added, with a. 
greatdeal of fine energy, " that the poor, 
hapless creatures ~> magistrates they 
call themselves, have not put a stop to 
such doings before, instead of sitting still 
as they have done ?" 

« What ! they have not — " ; 

Lilly had uttered so much of what he 
intended should be a question, when 
Mrs. Thorpe proceeded. 

^^ Is it not dreadful that this wretch,, 
and the devils, her servants of all work^ 
should go on just as they please, without 
let or hindrance ? Is it not horrible ?"-— 
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lilty found thait Mrs. Thorpe was as 
expert at interrogatories as himself, and 
that if he waited till he could question 
with his usual solemnity and pompous 
pausing, he stood a fair chance of losing 
his turn altogether. He therefore made 
a great exertion of voice, and proceeded 
to business at once. 

«* It is shocking, as you say, that this 
should cqntinue, and the more so as de^^ 
vils can be bound with such very little 
trouble at the right tunes. Amatfnion^ 
king of the east ; Gorson^ king of the 
south ; Zitnmmarj king of the north, and 
prince of the west ; this last, as perh^rs 
you know, is an ugly devil, may all be 
bcMind from the ninth hour tUl evening, 
and by prayer and other loieans from 
evening till cock-crow. Maf^tUses may 
be bound from the ninth hour; till com* 
pline ; and from Compline, till the end 
of the day; and Duhes^ the weatiber 
K 5 
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being favourable, may be bound from the 
first hour till noon/^ 

The intimate and extensive knowledge 
of devils thus displayed, had the effect of 
checking the volubility of Mrs. Thorpe, 
whose mouth remained open with aston- 
ishment. 

" PrelateSf*^ continued the learned 
Lilly, ^' may be bound at any hour of the 
day. Knights from even song till sun- 
rise. A President may be bound at all 
times of the day, except the King whom 
he obeyeth be invocated; axkdCkmnts or 
Earls at any period, in woods or fields.'' 

" Well!*' exclaimed the lady, with 
l^eat admiration of the profound learn- 
ing thus displayed, *^ if such be the case, is 
it not most negligent of the people here 
not to have called in the aid of some 
gentleman of your vast knowledge ?" 

" Nay, mother," cried Jm&esr -" it 
,^ght be necessary to find Mm .first. 
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There afe rnft tvif) Master Lillys in 
England." 

Lilly was too eager lo justify the ad* 
miration of* Mrs. Thorpe to feel other 
than impatient of interruption, even 
though to compliment. 

" I suppose/' said he, " you know 
bow to compel evil spirits to avoid 
your house?" 

"Why, Sir, we have found the horses 
shoe At the threshold of great use." 

" The horse-shoe !" Lilly repeated, 
with an expression of incredulity, bor- 
dering on contempt; which, however, he 
soon modified put of respect for the 
party to whom his jspeech was directed. 
** I, madam, can giv^ you what I believe 
you will find more effectual than all the 
horse-shoes in England." 

« Indeed, Sir!": 

•* Yes, you shall be provided with the 
Faracelsian charm." 
K 6 
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" And what is that, i*ay, Sir ?** 
« This it is. Having procured a fair 
pt«ce of virgin parchment, write thereon, 
not in the vulgar tongue, mind me ; but 
in Latin, one verse from the sixty-fourth, 
and one from the hundred and fiftieth 
Fsahn, The first you shall find run thtts : 
^< Esn&rgat Deus et dmipentur tJimid 
efus.*^ The second, " Omnis Spiritus, 
kmdel DominumJ* Add to these from the 
fifteenth chapter of the Gospel according 
to &;• Luke, these wcMrds : <^ Moses ha^ 
bent etprophetaSi'* 

<*And will writing these be sufficient ?" 
"No, my good madam, not merety 
the writing of them, but when written 
on the Lord's day fasting, and four co- 
pies of the same being prepared, hang 
you one over each corner of your house, 
and no spirit shall haunt you more, so 
long as these remain in their places/' 
" Why," said James, " that is not the 
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same charm of which you told me before, 
when we talked on this subject. There 
were no Psalm texts in that. Have you 
sauce found out that devils are fond of 
reading?** 

" You refer to quite a different thing* 
What I then spoke of was not to drive 
away devils or evil spirits, but the ghosts 
of deceased persons; who, in families: 
wher^ there have been many deaths, are 
sometimes very frequent, and most un- 
welcome visitors. To accomplish that,, 
you take the wool which has grown be# 
tween the eyes of a black sheep, burn it 
to powder, and steep it a niglit and a 
day in rain water, caught on a Gpod 
Friday. Mix with this, powder of night 
shade, or tVake^robm, and boil them in a 
quarter of a pint of Aqua Vitte, then 
sprinkle the walls of your chamber, be^ 
ginning willi the easternmost/* 

Struck with astonishment that beneath 
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ber roof a sage should be found so com- 
petent to rule tbe invisible worlds Mrs. 
Thorpe soon withdrew to impart tbe 
wonderful news to her husband. Lilly 
went on with great self-complacency, 
setting up his own character for superior 
skill in occult matters, and reciting 
many recipes, which the folly of the 
times had caused to obtain among cer^- 
tain pretenders to science a high reputa- 
tion, in divers cases where magical 
agency had been courted. One of these 
which he held to be the most valuable, 
taught the holder how to make himself 
invisible. This the astrologer gave out 
with great pomp, and was sa much taken 
up with his own performance, that he 
observed not the whispers and winks 
interchanged by Jbmes and Green, who 
were laughing very heartily at his so- 
lemnity, while he explained how a can- 
dle made of virgin wax was to be taken 
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into a parlour, in which no human foot 
had trod for nine days, then to tidke 
clean water from a stream which ran to- 
wards the east, and place it bn a charcoal 
fire, at the same time repeating, the 
candle being held in the right hand^ the 
names Pcmihony Oraton^Muriion^Bisecog- 
natorif Siston^ DuUon^ Tetagrammatont 
Agia^ Tigra^ Sfc. S^c. He proceeded 
to recite the invocation necessary, to be 
made, calling on the three virgins MiHa, 
AchjfKa, Sibilia, in the name of all the 
angels and archangels, to appear in the 
form of women, in white vestures, bring- 
ing with them the ring of invisibility. 
, " And pray,'* demanded James, " did 
you ever make yourself or any one else 
invisible?** 

Lilly admitted that he had not, but 
added the recijpe had come to him so 
well authenticated, that he could not 
dou^ of iyts 3u£Sciency^ He had once 
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made the experiment^ certainly wittout 
success, but this, though not accounted 
for at the time, wa$ fully explained af- 
terwards; as a woman had entered the 
room, which ought to have been kept 
clear for nine days before, to see if all 
was right on the morning of the day on 
which the trial was made. This it was 
which had caused the invocation to the 
three virgins to pass unattended to.'' 

** Indeed 1" cried James, affecting a 
look of inefl&ble admiration, immediately 
succeeded by a leer at Green, which the 
latter understood as a hint to him to 
prepare for acting his part in a prank 
which these worthies had concerted, 
while the last oration was going on. 

" No other cause," said Lilly, could 
have prevented the invocation from be- 
ii^ duly attended to by the virgins**' 

« I dare say/' James replied, " vir- 
gins are generally pretty well disposed 
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to attend to those who address them in 
earnest. But, Mr. Lilly, this, though a 
most extraordinary secret, does not seem 
to be so eminently valuable as that which 
you indubitably possess of being enabled 
to read the future, which you must find 
of great service every day." 
** That, with due regard to veracity, I can- 
not deny. There are astrologers of good 
repute, who are not a little honoured 
every year at Painters^ HdU^ where the 
fraternity hold their annual feast, who, 
generally well skilled in honorary mat^ 
ters, can nothing foresee that shall befall 
themselves. Now, I have always known 
before hand every thing that was likely 
to happen to me." 

" That must have stood you in great 
stead in the late troubles." 

** Truly it did in many cases ; not 
that I mean to say all that actually oc«. 
curred was foreseen." 
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" How do you account for that ?** 

" Very easily. The planets which 
govern events do not manifest every 
occurrence before it comes to pass as 
minutely as it is set forth in ' The Mer- 
curius PoUtkus^^ afterwards. They but 
point out the general tendencies of oc^ 
cult nature — the preliminary move- 
ments, showing the predisposing cause of 
which effects are to be the ofl&pring/' 

** O ! I understand. You mean then 
to say, that the of&pring of some causes 
never makes its appearance; that, in fact, 
some causes produce no effects, as some 
people who are married never have a 
baby." 

^\ This I mean, that the machinery of a 
clock gives just reason to expect that by 
noon the hand shall point to Twelve. 
But some irregular force might, by that 
hour, push it forward, in despite of the 
machinery, to One, or to Two. So the 
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progress of nature's march may be anti- 
cipated or retarded, by unlooked-for 
commotions." 
. ^ But that is not frequently the case.'' 

'^ItTcan rarely happen with those 
:who are not over-forward with pre* 
dictionsy and who, deciding before mat- 
ters are" ripe, by affecting too much 
cunning, prove their ignorance and folly. 
Waiting till the proper season, astrology 
cannot iail. I foretdd the present wet 
weather.** 

** Was not that difficult ?" _ 

^ Nothing more easy, Saturn being in 
biBperigee, and as near the earth as he 
could be, and then meeting with a con- 
junction of Mars in the sign Gemini^ 
near many fixed stars of a contrary 
nature, plainly told what was to come,'* 

" You knew there would be a fall of 
::water presently.** 
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«< M surely as I know that I am to rest 
here to-night.** 

«« So well as that, hey!'* 

" Just the same. With like certainty, 
in the year 47f 1 predicted what was to 
befal the king. When I saw the distem- 
pered position of Heaven — the double 
bQdies culminating^ and ascending five 
planets in opposition to each oUier, this 
^tal appearance being near the full of 
the moon, as if the planets and stars of 
Heaven, and the angry tutelary angels of 
the kingdom were swelled with horror ; 
it was then, to my simple judgment, quite 
clear to all qui per Stellas judicare volunt, 
from the slow motion of the aphelion qf 
Saturn^ that the king and his friends, 
personated by the tenth and elevenA 
houseSf should go on with great dullness, 
and so be overtaken in the end." 

<< That was quite rights and pursuant 



y Google 



THE WITCH*FIND£R. SIS 

to your prophecy, which, I believe, was 
published as early as the year fifty, the 
king had his beard taken off with his 
head in forty-eight/* 

" It was so ; but, mind, my prediction 
was made before it was published/' 

*« Yes, 1 know it, that was the remark- 
able part of the business. Some sup* 
posed it must have been published first 
and made afterwards. But, pray, friend 
Lolly, could you not as we sit here, give 
me just a sketch of the future destiny of 
this fellow. Green ? you need not be nice 
as to a sessions or two ; but can you 
make known tbe number of floggings, 
burnings in the hand, pillor3rings, nose 
slittings, and other little matters which 
he may look forward to enjoy ?" 

" You would be waggish ; but you 
remember not my motto, which is, that 
those who read the stars ought not to 
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give judgment f in parpis, sed in magnis 
rebus:'' 

*« I comprehend you. You mean, you 
deem it right to apply to the planets in 
the case of a great man, but that for 
this petty larceny rascal, you think his 
sentence is inscribed in sufficiently legi- 
ble characters on his face, if that btirlesque 
assemblage of eyes, nose, lips, and beard, 
may. be described by a word which is 
used when speaking of a human counte- 
nance.** 

*• Marry, methinks. Master James, you 
grow somewhat scurrilous." 

<* For which," cried Green, afiecting 
great xage, «* were he not in his father's 
house, this hand of mine should knock 
him down." 

" Not so ; you would not do that for 
your sister'^ sake." "' 

" How !" cried Green, starting up 
with sodden indignation, which it had 
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been previously agreed he should act on 
this occasion, ** do you dare to insinuate 
anything against my sister ?" 

" Against her ! no — quite the con- 
trary. Your sister — Master Lilly will 
hardly credit it when he looks at you -— 
is a pretty girl, and as good-natured as 
she is pretty, and a man would kiss her 
who would £iint away at a glimpse of 
you.*' 

** As to my sister being good-na- 
tured—" 

*« Well,** said James, " I did not mean 
to hurt your feelings by hinting that she 
was likely to impair the fortunes of your 
family by making herself too cheap. She 
made me pay for her smiles, and — ** 

** Nay, say no more,** cried Lilly, who, 
moved by the seeming wra.th of the 
parties had now risen to act the pacifi- 
cator. 

"Get ypu out of the way,** Master 
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Lilly, bawled Green, at die satne time 
talking care to place the astrologer be- 
tween himself and James. ''PU not be 
kept from him/' he added, making ablow, 
as he pretended, at James, but which, as he 
designed it should^ fell on the shoulder of 
the mediator. 

« Here's a fuss," cried James, ** as 
if Suke Green's reputation could < be 
wounded by any tongue. Nay, if fight- 
ing is to your taste, you shall not- be 
denied," and with these words he made 
a blow, which the astrologer warded off 
with his hand, so that it only encountered 
his ribs with moderate force. 

Lilly considered matters to have taken 
a very serious turn. 

"My masters, my masters," he en- 
treated, "be calm." 

" Calm ! " vociferated Green ; " if my 
sister were disposed to be gay, she would 
at least look above s\ich a beardless 
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whipster as that ;^' and these words were 
followed by another blow madei as it ap- 
peared, at James, but which gave Lilly 
a box on the ear. 

** If I am no match for your sister, 
you will find me more than a match for 
you,*' was the reply of James, and a 
furious attack followed, in which he 
scarcely touched Green, while Lilly got 
soundly cuffed, first by one, and then by 
the other, and sometimes by both at the 
same moment. 

The noise this occasioned brought 
Mrs. Thorpe and a female servant into 
the room, and the mock combat in-* 
stantly ceased. One of the confederates 
had struck Lilly rather harder on the 
nose than was intended, and it bled co- 
piously. This, and the general disorder 
of his appearance, and of the room^ 
called forth a very pathetic "Oh!'* 
from the lady of the house. Lilly lost 

VOL. n. L 
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no time in explaining that a slight mis* 
understanding had arisen, which he had 
happily terminated. To prove this^ he 
required the parties to shake hands^ 
which, with some show of reluctance^ 
they did. Water was brought, and the 
astrologer having washed away the 
bloody marks of the combat^ sat down 
to supper with James and Green, taking 
great credit to himself for having pre« 
vented mischief, for he had not the re- 
motest idea of the parties having accom- 
plished their real object, which was that 
of proving his penetration, and thumping 
him into the bargain. 

But his patience was put to a further 
proof. Mrs. Thorpe made known that 
her lord deeming no practitioner equal 
to Matthew Hopkins, was resolved to be 
governed wholly by his counsel. . 

" He will only be governed by the 
counsel of Matt. Hopkins, will he ? " 
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cried Lilly, half^closing his eyei^ and 
scowling with all the gravity of angty 
disappointment, ** why, then I tell 
you what, he must take the conse* 
quences." 

Mrs. Thorpe hqped that the astrologer 
would not be offended at the preference^ 
the blame of which she threw upon 
Hopkins, who, when she spoke of the 
wonders she had heard, was consulted 
in his bed, by her husband, and had 
beien pleased to hint that the astro- 
loger himelf was suspected of practices 
like those which it appeared to Thorpe 
so necessary to put down. 

** Nay, mother,** said James, " Master 
Lilly is no wizard, and I am sure he will 
have no objection to give proof of this ; 
and you may therefore send word to 
Mr. Hopkins, that Mr. Lilly has no ob« 
jection to the usual course of experiments 
being made on his person, and we wUl 
L 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



220 THE WITCH-FINDER ;^ 

accordingly commence by swimming 
him as soon as it is day-light in the 
morning." 

This proposition was not over agree- 
able to the astrologer; no conjunctioo 
in the planets had warned him of such a 
trial. However reluctant to submit to it, 
he feared at once to refuse; but he 
shortly afterwards recollected that, in 
his haste to come to Redburn, he had 
forgotten to leave in London the cast of 
A nativity which he had prepared for 
that worthy gentleman. Sir Bulstrode 
Whitlock, which, seeing he was not 
wanted by Mr. Thorpe, he desired much 
to forward on the following morning. 
That he might not fail in this, he resolved 
to mount his horse forthwith. James, 
who, from the^ unexpected presence of 
Hopkins, and one who accompanied him 
as an assistant, was fearful that no beds 
would remain for him and Green, was 
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aot dia^esused at hearing this. Laughing 
heM.i\y to himself at having frightened 
the astr(dbger out of the way ; he ex* 
pressed great regret fcH* the circumstance 
which compelled him to depart, and 
beiog sure Ihat the offer would not 
be accepted, offered to go to London 
himself with the paper, Which it was so 
important should be delivered without 
delay. Lilly would not be out-done in 
generosity on this occasion. He declared 
the error to have been his, and he was 
there&re resolved that no one should 
suffer for it but himself. The struggle 
terminettedifi the astrologer being helped 
on his horse by his friend, who failed not 
to remind him that it would be well for 
his reputation that he should hasten 
back to submit to the watery ordeal, 
while Mr. Matthew Hopkins remained in 
Hertfordshire. Lilly being now fairly 
fixed in the saddle, valiantly answered 
L 3 
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that he should be willing to do so when- 
ever it might seem necessary, meaning 
thereby whenever it should be impossible 
to avoid it, and resolved not to see Red- 
bum again, while Hopkins and ducking 
were so popular, he spurred on his horse 
towards St. Albans, leaving James and 
Green convulsed with mirth at the 
great knowledge of the future which 
had been displayed by Lilly, especially 
when he pronounced that he was to rest 
there that night 

Nothing remained for them but to 
retire to bed, from which they proposed 
to rise betimes in the morning, to 
witness the proceedings of *^the Witch- 
finder General,'* against the devoted 
Dame Neville* 
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CHAP. XII. 

But now he half nnses his deep flonken eye, 

* And the motion unsetties a tear; 

The silence of sorrow it seems to supply, 

And asks of me why I am here. 

Ballad. 

When Albert threw himself on the 
couch which he found in the room to 
which he had been conducted by the 
individual whose guest he had\so~ unex- 
pectedly become, it was his resolution 
not to rest for more than an hour or two, 
and to leave the houise the moment it 
should be day-light. 

It therefore gave him some uneasiness 
when he unclosed his eyes to perceive 
that it was broad day. The sun shone, 
^nd he feared it was near noon. Ashamed 
of the indolence with which he re- 
proached himself, he hastily started up 
L 4 
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and sought the door of his chamber, ia« 
wardly resolving that no entreaty should 
induce him to delay one moment longer, 
however strenuously the claims of hos- 
pitality might be asserted. 

His resolution was strong, but he soon 
found that he had not the mean^ of carry- 
ing it into effect. The door was secured, 
and the fastenings were on the other side« 
This created a momentary feeling of 
uneasiness. He endeavoured to dismiss 
it by supposing some accident or mistake 
had occasioned that which had startled 
him. 

AH his efforts to open the door were 
unavailing. He tri^d to force it to no 
purpose, and nothing remained but to 
attempt, by an exertion of his voice, to 
draw attention to his situation. 

No answer was immediately returned 
to his calls, but he had not often repeated 
them, when a door, opposite that from 
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which he had entered, moved, arid his 
guide on the preceding night appeared. 

Albert had not been aware that there 
was a second door, and could not help 
testifying that the discovery gave him 
surprise. 

. « Why this noise ?" demanded the 
master of the house. ** Were you in a 
tavern, filled with noisy brawlers, you 
could not use your lungs more freely, if 
the drawer failed you when you sought 
breakfast.*' 

** I beg your forgiveness,*' Albert 
said, ** if I have been over-loud j but the 
door of the chamber — the only one as I 
supposed, had been secured on the wrong 
side, and having slept too long, X was 
impatient to set forward.'* 

** Pass this way, and you shall find 
breakfast ready for your refreshment.*' 

** I thank yon. Sir, but I must decline 
trespassing further on your kindness,'* 
h 5 
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** It shall not be deemed a trespass ; 
therefore, not to exchange fine speeches, 
which were but to waste time, come you 
with me and eat/' 

** In this I cannot comply with your 
bidding,^' said Albert, following his 
host, who now walked into the adjoin- 
ing Toom, where a fire was «een, and 
breakfast waited. 

** Come, young man,'* the other ex* 
claimed, << it is not well that you should 
continue fasting when food woos your 
appetite.** 

^< I feel no inconvenience from hunger, 
luid can only think of hastening my 
dicparture.** 

" Nay, for matter of that, you may 
unhesitatingly fall to, without any fear 
of lengthening your stay within these 
walb, which you are so resolute to leave.** 

" I have erred by remaining your 
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guest ao long, and must, theifc^ore^turn a 
deaf ear to your kindness, of whjijch> 1 
cannot avail myself without adding to the 
delay already too great, for which I, may 
justly be reproached." 

<< It is not so, and again I tell yoU that 
you may eat most leisurely, yet nothing 
retard your departure; for sinc^ the 
language of courteous invitation will not 
induce you to remain as friend with friend, 
know, stripling, you are not at liberty to 
pass from this place/' 

" Not at liberty ! What mean you, 
Sir?" 

** Even that which I have said." 
" And am I really a prisoner ?" 
" If to be constrained to stay where 
you may find tolerable entertainment, 
be imprisonment, then you are a pri- 
soner." 

" And by what right," Albert proudly 
L 6 
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tained r* 

♦* By that most legitimate and most 
readily acknowledged of all rights, the 
right of power. My gates are well se- 
cured. Trusty servants, armed, watch 
them, and wait my bidding to dispose of 
you as' shall seem good to me. This 
is a right which it were folly to question." 
. ** But it is an exercise of power which 
calls for reprobation." 

" Then give it. But when^ven, you 
«mst still submit, and this is i^ll>sufficient 
for me. Would you say more ?" 

** I would fain persuade myself that 
you are not serious. Such, treatment I 
little expected, when you kindly, as I 
thought, pressed me to be your guest last 
•night." 

" It was not my purpose to make you 
expect.it." 
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^* And why dftcmld you make cue piKnre 
it ? What luotive can you have for deal^ 
ing thus harshly with one wholly un- 
known to you ?" 
: ** You are not wholly unknown to me.*' 
** You can know but little of me, for, 
to the best of my belief, we never were 
f known to each other before tbe acci- 
dental meeting of yesterday." 

" This you may believe, but know, 
young man, our meeting last night was 
not accidental." 
"Indeed!" 

** I had watched for you.*^ 
" Watched for me ! — I suspect you 
have mistaken me for another/' 

" I know whose errand you are impa- 
tient to perform. I have not mistaken 
you. You are one of the agents of 
Challoner." 

Albert, who had really begun to hope 
that he had been detained by mistake, was 
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now undeceived. The mention of the name 
of ChaHoner convinced him that some- 
thing of the business on which he had 
been sent had transpired. The other 
proceeded to give further proof of this. 

<< Chalioner, I know, is engaged in 
practices which will probably ere long 
bringichim to bis end. You have been 
seduced to be the partner of his treason. 
Be honest, and confess it. Join with me 
to baffle him, and all may yet be well 
with you." 

Albert frowned disdainfully at this 
proposal, but spoke not. 

" What is your decision ?" demanded 
the stern and unruffled Johnacm, for he it 
was from whom the enquiry proceeded. 

With indignation flashing from his 
eyes, Albert replied, — 

<< I had hoped you would have read it 
in my countenance. But that I fear 
silence may be misunderstood, I would 
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disdain to reply to a preposition so in£si- 
mous." 

" Pause, young man. The conse- 
iquences of your persevering in this folly 
may be more serious than you imagine*" 
" I scorn to think of consequences.** 
*• Then heavily will they fall on you. 
But blind, impetuous, and thankless for 
offered kindness as you are, I will still, in 
mercy^ giTe you a chance of being saved 
from the effects of your rashness. At 
present you are wholly in my power, and 
I alone can pronounce on your fate. 
When once I place you in other hands, as 
soon I shall, if you change not your course, 
it will no longer depend upon me whether 
or not your life shall be spared. My 
pity then, shall allow you some days for 
reflection. If in that time you deem it 
not wise to take the course I would 
recommend, why then pursue the opposite 
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one, and be your blood on your own 
head/' 

With these words, of which the closing 
expressions were uttered with all the aw- 
ful solemnity ofdeadiy menace, Albert saw 
Johnson quit the room, leaving him in a 
state of grief and embarrassment which 
it is no easy task to paint. That his own 
life was in danger, might justify some 
concern, but this affected him kss than 
the shame and reproach which he felt 
would attach to him for having, at the 
very outset of his career, thus fallen into 
the power of that party whose usurpa- 
tion it was the object of his patron and 
friend to terminate. He feared that it 
would be thought he had betrayed the 
cause which he had espoused ; and burn- 
ing tears of bitterness and self-reproach 
stood in his eyes, when he reflected on 
the ease with which he had been duped. 

But it soon occurred to him that self- 
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reproach was useless^ and began to 
consider if the evil could be repaired. 
Of this there seemed little hope. He 
however judged, that matters might be 
rendered worse than they were at that 
moment, ifhisjailer, for that character 
he BOW gave to the owner of the house 
in which he was a prisoner, should pos- 
sess himself of the important papers 
committed to his care before he parted 
from Challoner. The mopient he found 
himself not at liberty to depart, he had 
thought of these, and exulted that they 
still remained about his person, though 
they might so easily have been taken 
from him while he slept He determined 
on the instant to peruse them, and com* 
mit them to the flames. Thus hastily 
disposing of them, it was probable that 
he would but imperfectly inform himself 
of their contents, but this seemed of no 
vast importance, as, while there, all 
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knowledge of them must be useless ; and 
when by any means he should be free, he 
might seek Challoner, make him ac- 
quainted with what had chanced, iand 
obtain new instructions. 

Anxious to lose no time in carrying 
this prudent resolution into effect, he 
hastily drew the packet from his bosom. 
Having opened it, he was about to 
inspect the contents, when the door 
opened, and Johnson re-entered. Albert 
had no time to conceal the papers, and 
be plainly perceived that they had not 
escaped the scrutinizing glance of his 
enemy, who, far from pretending not to 
observe them, now demanded that they 
should be given up to him. 

** I had bethought me,'* he said, « that 
you might have papers of some import- 
ance with you. As it will be in your 
power to destroy them if they are not 
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required forthwith, I now call upon you 
to place them in my possession." 

^* The call is vain. I shall not obey 
it." 

"Then must I compel you. Those 
stt*e at hand who will promptly over- 
power any resistance you can ofier. Use 
no delay, but give me the papers." 

** There they are,'* cried Albert, 
f* throwing them on the fire, and snatch- 
ing up the poker at the same moment ; 
and now let your emissaries advance. 
When these shall have become ashes, 
they may do so with safety, but, till 
then, his life will be in danger who ap- 
proaches.** 

No answer was immediately returned 
to this speech. Johnson seemed at first 
inclined to rush to the fire-place, and 
snatch the half consumed documents 
from destruction. He however locked 
at the menacing attitude in which Al- 
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bert had placed himself, and ifanained 
at a respectful distance. 

" Yet, consider/' he cried, " to give 
these now may hereafter prove much in 
your favour : reflect on this ere the mo- 
ment is past, and reparation impossi- 
We/* 

'' No,'* said Albert <* Though I sua- 
pect not my own constancy, yet I am 
happy to have disposed of these unread, 
for now no state of weakness, to which 
torture may reduce, can subject me to 
the ignominy which you would have me 
welcome.** 

While speaking, he stood with his 
back to the fire, watching the motions of 
his adversary. He threw a glance or two 
round, to see that the burning went on* 
When the flame had subsided, he re- 
placed the weapon with which he had 
armed himself. 

" That duty performed," he said. 
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** you and your associates may do your 
worst. From me you shall never know 
aught of that which you wish to 
hear. Use what severity you may, I 
will nothing impart } I shall glory in 
enduring, regarding it as the just 
punishment of the imprudence which 
brought me here/* 

A dark contemptuous look, in which 
anger and laughter were combined, an- 
swered this address, and Albert was again 
lefl alone. 

Too much agitated to think of refresh- 
ment, he paced the apartments to which 
he found himself confined. From the 
windows he could see nothing distinctly, 
bpt the fading foliage of the close sur- 
rounding trees. Now he reflected with 
sorrow on the vain hopes in which he 
doubted not Challoner was indulging; 
then on the disappointment which Bent- 
ley must experience at. not seeing the 
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expected agent, and then rage at the 
duplicity which had ensnared him, and 
shame for the weakness which had 
been imposed upon, hurried his blood 
through his veins with feverish velocity, 
to torture his heart and distract his brain. 

When the dinner hour arrived, a new 
supply of food was brought. The for^ 
mer remained untouched, but this called 
forth no remark. The table was spread 
with the same care as if for a friendly 
guest, but no one solicited him to eat. 
At a later hour of the day, another 
change took place. The gloomy being 
who had authorised his confinement 
directed and witnessed these movements, 
surveyed the prisoner with a curious 
eye, but seemed to have no intention of 
speaking. 

" How long," said Albert, " am I to 
be thus detained ?" 

" That will depend on circumstances." 
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** On what circumstances ?** 

" On such as may occur, but which I 
cannot describe by anticipation/* 

•* And are you aware of the responsi- 
bility you take upon yourself in thus law- 
lessly holding me your prisoner?" 

" You will probably know, ere long, 
that you are not so held, and find, to your 
sorrow, that it is the law which is your 
enemy." 

" Then why use artifice to bring me 
hither, and why is guilty secresy ob- 
served in keeping me ?** 

** When the proper time arrives for 
doing so, I will explain what at present 
perplexes you. At present I decline 
further conversation." 

And with these words he left the 
room, not forgetting to fasten the door 
as he retired. 

It was now twilight. Rage and shame 
had made Albert insensible to the attacks 
of hunger through the day, but he felt 
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exhausted, and scrupled not to partake of 
the provisions which had been set before 
him. He could not see that to abstain 
from doing so was likely in any way to 
baffle the designs of his persecutor, and 
he was not unwilling to take requisite 
nourishment, that, if unable to escape, he 
might at least be able, in the last ex- 
tremity, to struggle with his ihe for the 
luxury of vengeance in death. 

He examined every part of the rooms 
to which he was confined, but saw 
nothing to encourage the idea that he 
could pass from them without being 
observed. One of the window^ was only 
secured by a bar, which was in such a 
state that a moderate effort would suf* 
fice to remove it, but to do this would 
be of no avail, as the window was at so 
great a height from the ground, that he 
could not hope to descend from it and 
live. He continued to pass from one 
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apartment to the other, and to inspect 
time afler time those parts of his prison 
whence he had hoped flight might be 
practicable, . but which subsequent re- 
flection had fully satisfied him was not 
the case. 

He had passed from the chamber where 
he was expected to dine to that in which 
he had slept for the twentieth time, with 
the purpose above described, when his 
attention rested on an object which, un- 
der almost any circumstances, would have 
seemed too contemptible to merit one 
moment^s notice, but which he now 
regarded as entitled to serious consider- 
ation. It was a dark lantern, which he 
remarked in one corner of his bed-room. 
It had been recently used. Such a 
lantern had been carried by the person 
who hovered near him on the night 
wheft the murder was committed of 
which Dame Neville had been accused. 

VOL. JI. M 
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The mysterious character who had 
brought him there had not scrupled to 
say that their meeting on the preceding 
evening was not accidental. If in this 
he had spoken truth, it struck Albert as 
not improbable that the man he perceived 
had then been occupied in dogging his 
footsteps. This idea seemed confirmed 
by all the incidents of that night, which 
now in rapid succession occurred to his 
memory. That person, his present enemy, 
and the perpetrator of the murder, he 
could not but suspect were the same. 

His suspicions thus roused, he exa- 
mined every object in the room, expect- 
ing to find new confirmation of them. 
He found what was more than sufiicient 
to inflame a mind previously disturbed. 
On turning over the contents of a closet, 
he discovered a shroud. It seemed to 
have been carelessly thrown with other 
articles as rubbish, and on closely examin« 
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ing it he could perceive stains of blood, 
which the dirt it had accumulated' con- 
cealed at first from his view. 

Wild and indefinite ideas harassed his 
mind, while through the hours of darkness 
he continued to walk backwards and for- 
wards in silent sleepless sorrow. Mid- 
night had long been passed, when he at 
last reclined on the bed, but without 
diougbt of repose. He heard one ap- 
proach, and the words "Are you waking ?*' 
were gently whispered. Albert started, 
and almost believed the sound to be 
imaginary, but doubt was instantly re- 
moved by the words being distinctly 
repeated. 



M 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



244 THE WITCH-FIKDBR. 



CHAP. XIII. 

She throws 
Her hand to heaven : and in a wondering guise^ 
Stares on each object with her fixed eyes. 

Beowme. 

Though the words were most distinctly 
heard, Albert was not quite certain that 
they were addressed to him. But as 
nothing was risked by assuming this, he 
scrupled not to answer 

<* I am awake, and have not sought 
sleep." 

The door was opened without noise, and 
a female appeared. She entered without 
embarrassment, and speaking still inv 
a whisper, advised that they should pass 
from the chamber in which they met to 
the next. Without waiting for his answer 
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she led the way, and having peached 
it, placed her lamp on the table, and 
stedfastly gazed on Albert for some mo- 
ments in silence. 

The being who had thus unexpectedly 
approached him was a perfect model of 
symmetry. Her features were regular 
and beautiful, but her complexion had 
the florid hue of fever imprinted on it, 
in place of the blooming rose of health. 
Her eyes were of a pale blue.. ^ There 
was an expression of wildness in then), 
which formed a singular contrast to the 
collected calmness of her general de- 
portment. 

Incapable of forming even a conjecture 
as to her quality or the object of her visit, 
Albert returned her gaze. .His heart 
was too full of more oppressive cares to 
make him sensible of the awkwardness 
of thus receiving a lady who had ho- 
noured him with so unusual a mark of 
M 3 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



246 THE WITCH-FINBER. 

her attention, or he would have felt em- 
barrassment at the lack of* words which he 
experienced at that momenta 

" I wonder not/* said the visitor^ 
, '< that you are at a loss how to address a 
female who has not scrupled to intrude on 
you at an hour when it might have been 
expected that you and all within these 
walls were buried in sleep. But I had 
reasons for believing that you had not 
sought rest, and I wished to console the 
lonely heart that sorrowed in unlooked-^ 
for and inexplicable captivity/* 

" In truth, maiden, your conduct is 
singular. I hoped for no society thist 
night, and least of all did I calculate on 
seeing so fair a comforter." 

«' Spare flattery. Sir. It was not for 
this that I ventured hither to warn you 
of the dangers which beset your path.*** 

" Of what do you speak ?" 

*< Of the perils which threaten your 
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life from the wrath of my father, and the 
unsparing vengeance with which the 
faction now in power are disposed to 
pursue all who rebel against their au- 
thority.*' 

<< But I have done nothing against if 

" You are known to be connected 
with those who are disaffected, and who 
have proposed to bring back the son of 
the late king*'* 

'* These things may be surmised, but 
proofs cannot be found.'* 

** Proofs have been found/' she an- 
swered, raising her voice, ** proofs which 
will be deemed quite sufficient to send 
you to the scaffold.*' 

« Really, lady," said Albert, " in 
this X think you are deceiyecl*" 

** Trust me, I am not. I fefir you 
will find, to your cost, that my inforoifttioii 
is too correct." 

« And what is the qomfprt which, an- 
M 4 
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der such circumstances, you can have fo» 
offer?" 

" I would ask you, if you have well 
weighed the proposition made to you by 
my father, and if you can bring yourself 
to do what he would recommend ?" 
. " Never.*' 

" Then do I fear that your fate is 
irrevocably sealed.** 

" Is it so ? I had begun to liope,. 
when you spoke of comfort, seeing that 
you have the means of traversing this 
building alone aind at your pleasure, that 
it might not be impossible for your com* 
passion to release me.** 

" This I would gladly do, but — 
but — ** 

She paused, and a tear trembled in her 
eye. Albert believed that his appeal 
had not been wholly made in vain. Eager 
to improve the impression which *e 
thought had been produced, he took lier 
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band within his, while he apostrophised 
her with tender but respectful earnestness. 

" Nay, lovely one ! start not difficul- 
ties. Let not the gem which trembles in 
that eye have beamed on me in vain." 

The hand which he had taken was not 
withdrawn. It was rather yielded with 
an air of kindness and concession, and 
her tears continued to flow. 

" I would it were in my power,** she 
said, <« to give you the liberty you claim. 
Believe me, this would gratify me much, 
for my bosom is tortured beyond descrip- 
tion by ^ the thought that a few weeks 
must give you to a death of shaine.*^ 

" Use the power you evidently possess, 
and let me pass hence this night. Nay, 
turn not away disgusted by the selfish 
eagerness with which I seem to plead for 
life. It is not for myself that I solicit. 
Give me freedom but for a few hours.** 
M 5 
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The lady smiled incredulausly at this 
proposal. 

*« You think, once free^ that I would 
not return. By Heaven, I would, and 
with transport, to undergo whatever 
rigours may be thought fit to punish xny 
offending, so I might be permitted, not to 
tell where I am detained, but merely to 
announce that I have failed. Let me do 
this to save a kind friend, who may 
otherwise be ruined by my miscarriage." 

" Whatever her will,*' she answered, 
<* Henrietta has not the means of com* 
plying with your request., Were all 
suspicion asleep, and none on the watch, 
it would still be no easy task to get you 
away, the consent of my father being 
withheld. The walls which surround 
the grounds qf which this mansion is the 
centre, cannot be overleaped without 
some aid, and the upper part of them i» 
formed by bricks laid together, uncon* 
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n^cted by any cement between ; so that 
an attempt to place a lad4er against this 
defence would not fail to occasion their 
fall, the noise of whieh would at once 
give notice of tli^ attempt.** 

" Can this be in no way avoided ?** 

** It caiinpt To-morrow, indeed, I 
migbt contrive to get a portion of the 
loose bricl^s. removed after ^Bxk. There 
is « ladder on the premises, by which 
the wall could be sprAiounted. But 
thea^** 

** O start no chilling fear, having perr 
nutted me to hope for your generous aid/* 

" But have you no care for the manner 
in which the aid you call geperou? shall 
be r4aquited ?** 

" Tip what do you allude ?** 

" What think you will be the fatp of 
Henrietta, thisbeing accomplished ; wh^n, 
having liberated the <^ptive oa whpse 
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safe keeping her father's fortunes, nay, 
perhaps, his very life, depends, she 
alone remains to meet the fearfuL storm 
of his displeasure/' 

" He surely would not deal harshly 
with his child/* 

•« Not deal harshly with his child !'* 
she exclaimed, and her #eyes glistened 
with fires, which frenzy seemed to kindle. 
** Has he not,** she added, in a low and 
plaintive tone, " has he not been harsh 
to me ? O yes,** she added, with a sigh, 
^* I knoW him well. — I know the terrible 
wrath which will consume me, when he 
shall find that I have dared anew to rebel 
against his will.** 

*' Nay, since already he has proved 
unkind, remain no longer in his power.** 

« How !** 

" Be the fair companion of my flight. 
We shall soon gain a secure resting-place, 
where his frown shall disquiet you no 
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more. I will take care to provide for your 
every want; and gratitude, which can 
only end with the life you preserve, shall 
never fail to acknowledge the boon." 

" May I believe this language to be 
that of sincerity ?" 

" By the honour of a man." 

" The honour of a man !" she sadly 
repeated j " O ! speak not of that j for, 
alas ! mournful experience has taught me 
that men are not to be trusted." 

^* Your judgment on mankind is, I 
hope, too severe." 

*« Forgive me, Sir, I know not what 
I say. My thoughts are mixed in wild 
confusion, and sentiments not unfre- 
quently stray to my tongue, and steal 
utterance, which ought to remain buried 
for ever in my heart." 

" I should be sorry to know that such 
an impression could remain there. I 
would not have one comer in a bosom 
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SO devoted to geoerosity, occupied by 
resentment or suspicion.*^ 

" Nor shall it. 1 will believe you 
what you seem, and if it should be my 
happy lot to snatch you from the toils in 
which you are now caught, 1 will bless 
the providence which preserved me for 
such a purpose, and cherish the belief 
that I may be kindly remembered by 
you, when I am seen no more on earth.^ 

" Your words are strange, for you 
speak as if my liberty were to be the 
signal for your death.** 

« That may be.** 

** But I indulge the persuasion that it 
will not be, and that long years of 
joy remain in store for the generous 
being who bravely lends hersdf to oppose 
vindictive wrath and perfidious artifice.** 

« No, not for me shall years of joy be 
born; my fate is decided; some moments 
less gloomy than others I might know. 
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but the sky of Henrietta's destiny shall 
never more be cloudless.*' 

« Thus,*' said Albert, " the mind op- 
pressed by recent affliction, often feels, 
and too readily takes up the idea that 
the grief which now overwhelms will be 
perpetuaL**" 

" It is no passing gloom,** said Hen- 
rietta, ^< that darkens my prospect Mine 
is that mournful state in which kindness 
wounds, and pity degrades. But I may 
remain no longer ; I scarcely know what 
I have said, but feel that something has 
escaped me which prudence would re- 
call. For this night adieu. To-morrow 
I will return.'* 

" To bring liberty to the captive ?" 

** Tliat is more than I dare promise j 
but, at ail events, if possible, you shall 
see me." 

She retired as cautiously a^ she had 
entered, and by the same door« leaving 
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Albert in a state of the most torturing 
doubt. He beliered that he had moved 
her to kindness, and he felt assured that 
it might be in her power to terminate 
the period of his captivity. But there 
was a strangeness in her manner which 
tempted him to question her sanity, 
and it seemed to him not the most im- 
probable surmise in the world, that to 
amuse her madness, she had been allowed 
by her keeper or medical attendant the 
interview which had just taken place. 
This, though an extraordinary expe- 
riment, seemed to him not more unlikely 
than that a young female should be ena- 
bled, at her pleasure, to visit a prisoner, 
whose safe keeping was evidently deemecj 
of importance, and to remain with him 
at midnight. If he supposed her to be 
much more strongly interested in his 
fate than it was reasonable to conclude she 
was, he could not account for her having 
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contrived to elude observation, and visit 
him in defiance of the ever-waking 
vigilance which he had grounds for 
regarding as the characteristic of her 
father. 

Pondering on this subject, but vainly 
attempting to come to any decision, 
Albert sadly beheld another day open. 
The father of Henrietta again appeared ; 
Albert thought the severity of his coun- 
tenance had abated, but bespoke not; 
he curiously eyed his prisoner, as if 
anxious to trace that some change of pur- 
pose had been worked ; and disappointed 
in this, his own features, by their steady 
contraction, evinced his resolve to be 
iirm to the determination which he had 
formed. 

The perfect silence with which he 
withdrew, was to Albert not less intoler- 
able, than the most cutting reproach, or 
the fiercest menace could have been. 
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To remain in perfect ignorance of his 
intended destiny, was more than he could 
bear with patience, for though he looked 
forward with some interest for the pro- 
mised return of Henrietta, his mind was 
not sufficiently made up respecting her, 
to feel satisfied that whatever her inten- 
tions might be her words were entitled 
to serious regard* He was, therefore, 
tempted to accost the only person who 
could with certainty resolve the question 
he was disposed to propound. But be 
doubted whether to use the language of 
entreaty or demand. He had too much 
cause to fear that neither would be at* 
tended to, but silence was the worst he 
could anticipate, and the worst was 
already experienced. 

With this feeling, when the last meal 
of the day was introduced, and Johnson 
for the third time appeared to satisfy him- 
self that the prisoner was in safe custodyi 
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Albert spoke to him : his tone was not 
conciliating; though his words were 
few. Impatience and reproach were 
breathed with each, while he demanded, 
" How long, Sir, am I to remain here?" 
A glance* of contempt and defiance 
was the only answer which the question 
at first elicited, but after a pause of aome 
seconds a reply was given, 

" Till one of us becomes prudent Till 
you do what I advise, or I hand you 
over to those who will know how to re* 
quite your senseless obstinacy,** 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Hath not this present Parliament^ 

A ledger to the devil sent, 

Fully empowered to treat about. 

Finding revolted witches out ? 

And has not he, within a year^ 

Hanged threescore of them in one shire } ' 

Some only for not bdng drown'd ? 

BUTLSK. 

Early on the day following the arrival 
of the witch-finder, Thorpe was called 
by Matthew Hopkins, who was well dis- 
posed to proceed to business without 
delay. 

" It is not/' said he, " that I would 
hurry, urgent as my affairs may be, on my 
own account, although, as you must be 
well aware, twenty shillings per town or 
village (which is all I demand for clearing 
them) is but sordid pay." 
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" Methinks it is too small,** Thorpe 
replied. 

** Especially when it is borne in mind 
that I have horse and man to pay, and 
generally travel a company of three; 
nevertheless, moved by the sinful and 
gold-loving speeches of the Sadducees, 
many of those whom I have relieved, 
have paid no more than that sum." 

" Such meanness ought not to be en- 
dured in any case,*' Thorpe replied, 
with enthusiasm highly gratifying to the 
witch-tinder, as it was accompanied by a 
cordial pressure of the hand, into which, 
at that moment, two Jacobuses were 
slipped. , 

" You,-* said the benevolent Matthew 
Hopkins, with a most gracious smile, 
"take the right mode of securing the 
relief you crave, which, if my skill can 
avail, with God's blessing, you shall soon 
have.** 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



262 THE WITCH-FINDER. 

Thorpe then consulted with him on 
the steps proper to be taken, and pro- 
posed to begin, as this was Friday, by 
repeating the experiment which had for- 
meriy been made at the wrong time. 
The consent of the magistrates bad been 
already obtained : he therefore directed 
that a cow should be brought forth, and 
disfigured as before, in order to discover 
in which direction the witch lived. For 
his own satisfaction, on the preceding 
day, before he presented himself to 
Thorpe, Hopkins had taken great pains 
to make himself acquainted with the si. 
tuation of Dame Neville's cottage. He 
had more than one reason for doing 
this. 

" Heyday !** cried James^ who had 
heard what was intended, and now en- 
tered the room, in which Thorpe and 
the witch-finder were conferring, " why 
what a racket you are kicking up in the 
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village. The rabble rout are already on 
the alert to hunt your poor old cow, 
father/' 

** Son, this is a very solemn subject,** 
cried the Senior Thorpe. 

" A solemn subject,** echoed James, 
•* I wish it may not prove a grave one 
to poor Dame Neville.** 

«'At any rate, it is not fit for your 
mad humours, and therefore treat this 
wise and heaven-gifted man with more 
decorous civility.** 

** Truly* Sir, I have not thought to be 
uncivil. However, I will speak in a 
more sober tone. Pray, Master Hop- 
kins, supposing a witch being convicted 
through the heaven-giftedness of your 
worship, should be with devil or with 
imp> for, perhaps, you would deem it 
wrong to say with child, I would then 
know if it would be judged fitting to 
ailow of that delay which the law grants. 
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where a female, not a witch, intimates 
that she thinks of producing a young 
malefactor?'* 

" That of which you speak," said tlie 
witch-finder, " must be governed by the 
circumstances of the case/' 

" Then, in some instances, delay may 
be admitted. That is enough for me. I 
have now a request to make. As your 
occupation may throw you in the way of 
a matter of this sort, you will much 
oblige me, if you can get me the cause of 
one such delay on moderate terms ; as 
t have often thought I should like to 
have a sucking devil to bring up by 
hand/* 

" Peace," cried Thorpe, " this is 
folly." 

" That can give no offence to Master 

Witch-finder, but, to my poor thii^king, 

one domestic devil, which like a cat 

would sulTer none of his fellows to ap- 

•^ 
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proach would be no bad addition to a 
genteel establishment.'* 

Green now entered to announce that 
all was ready, and Hopkins declared 
he would instantly superintend the pro- 
ceeding. 

** But tell me. Master Hopkins/' said 
James, ** supposing the cow were to go 
to the door of Dame Neville, ,what next 
is to be done ?** 

** Ay," said Thorpe, ^* it may be as 
well to decide that at once/' 

" Thus, then," the witch-finder an- 
swereJ, '* do I intend to proceed. When 
it shall be discovered where the witch 
abides,' there can remain little doubt who 
she is. Therefore, I judge those in 
office must agree, that it will be right to 
try her further, and the ordeal by water 
<;annot, so I should guess, be objected to. 
But wishing to proceed with all caution 
and gentleness, I would first propose 
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that sonae discfeet and godly inatreBs in 
thcL neighbourhood ^ examine^ her in 
od}er to discover What devil's marks may 
fee about her *pei?sb»/' 

« This/* said Thorpe, "is dialing toiO 
rindly.'* 

" By your teav^, fib, Matter Thorpe. 
If itideed the world were peopled but 
with pious fblk^ for tbe most p^M, I 
should be of accord with you^ and pro^ 
ceed to the water tnal strait, but there 
are so many scofibrs, sadducees, iai^ 
friends of the old father of all mischief 
abroad, that it is b6tt^ to err on the side 
of mercy, that they may have little to 
«aiy* Therefore, itaving made th^ search 
I: propose^ should a doubt appear in her 
fevx)iiii I would metely put her to the 
w^aHdng test." 

" What may that be?" James enquired. 

" That is not taioch. It simply coa* 
sitts in ktiephig the party constantly 
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walking for four and twenty, or it may 
be eight and forty faouns without rest or 
food.*' 

« This," exclaimed James, **i8 what 
you consider ening oti the side of «ercy I" 

^' Questionless, it is so. -I aim partial 
to using gentle tneans first.'* 

^ Really, Master Hopkins, I shoi^kl 
tittle like to experience your t^MSerneSs 
in the way you describe. But, suppos- 
ing Dame Neville to be a true witch, 
pray tell me what the devil must be 
about, not to exert his power to protec^t 
one 9f his favourites ? Marry, SSr, if I 
were Satan, and Dame Neville nune, and 
you came to shew her your gentleness, I 
would sooner have my tail cut off tfaab 
allow it, and should be much indict io 
take you on one of my horns, and giv>e 
you a toss from St. Albans to 3>iii|ista- 
We.'' 

" In this,*' 45aid the wdtdb-finder^ "you 
N 2 
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shew your ignorance of the general 
doings of the prince of darkness. On 
such occasions, he deserts his well-be- 
loved — and why? Because it is in his 
avaricious nature to covet so much the 
immediate possession of a soul which 
is his by covenant, that he cares not 
to save the witch from justice which 
will the sooner hand over the prize to 
him/' 

"But if the witch possess the powers 
which you say he gives, what shall pre- 
vent her from harming those who seek 
her destruction ?" 

<< Again, Master James, do you mani- 
fest most lamentable ignorance. Well 
has it been told by our British Solomon, 
the great King James, that < If men be 
slothful, God can make them instruments 
of punishment; but when those who are 
properly qualified are active in examin- 
ing them, God will not permit them 
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nor their master to interrupt so good a 
^ork/ That wise monarch, observe you, 
does not say that ignorant persons may 
meddle with safety, but his words are, 
* Where God begins to strike by his law- 
ful lieutenants, it is not in the devil's 
power to defraud or bereave him of the 
office, or effect of his powerful and 
revenging sceptre.* ** 

**But why should these severe measures 
be adopted, when by means of white 
witch-craft, as I have heard, the devil's 
friends might be easily foiled ? Is not 
this the case? 

" It certainly is. I, simple person as 
I am, know many herbs which, plucked 
at the proper time, would foil some of 
the most cunning.*' 

« Indeed!" 

<< There is one plant I could name, 
brought originally from the east, would 
baffle Satan's best agents, but then it 
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musibetakai iroanDt tlie earth osk F^m 
Sunda;^; these verses bei&g uttered at the: 
same momeait) wiiicfa by the ^K^y are of 
great antiqnity : 

**Haile be thou holielieBrbe^ 
Growing on the ground, 
Mb tbe mount Calytri^ 
First wect thou found; 
Thou art good for manie a sore 
And healest manie a woond; 
. la the name of sweet Jesus 
I take thee from the ground." 

*< Why, then,*' said James, «* I reiter- 
ate the question, are not siich measures 
pursued instead of those your now con- 
template,, whic^ would baulk the wicked, 
and yet give them time for repentance ?** 

•< To this, my answer is, first, that I 
have not that tenderness either for the 
devil or his beloved, to screen them by 
hstf measures ; next, I would remark, 
that to do so were to fly in the face of 
God's commandj which distinctly says,, 
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* Thou 9halt not aiiffer & witoh to live |^ 
aiuit tbirdlyy I would tell that tOLl^ipe ii»^ 
repentanoe ia vaia where a witch ia ooi^ 
cemed^ fbr the old serpent will not be 
put offbisbangam. The witch caa na 
more repent than she can shed teara.^' 

^ And can no witcb shed team?" 

^•No/* 

^ Theif Dame Neville cannot be one^ 
for when I met hei^ one da^^ a^c Qld 
Waah^ at tbe Red lion^ bad he.sgn 
thMatening to have ber hftirnt Ibup iturn* 
ing his beer sour, I saw a tear-m jaot 0oe» 
hut many, trickle down bier wQ^^wojen 
face." 

^^ You pei*vert what I say afleyr the 
manner of the evil doers abroad, wiho 
deem themselves most wise in their gen- 
eration, A witch can cry fill she gets 
into the hands of justice. Then let mp 
see her cry/' 

Thorpe left the house, acoompanied 
N 4 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^% THB :WITCHpFI9f]>BR.i 

by HopHna^ to superintend the prelimi- 
nary experiment. A crowd had assem- 
bled for the .double sport of hunting a 
cow, and detecting a witch. The rabble 
(^Uvided their stares between the oddly 
disfigured animal they were about to tor- 
ment, and the importan.t personage by 
whose advice this foolery was to be 
practised. The signal was given by 
Hopkins, who for that purpose waved his 
high-crowned hat to the mob. At once 
a thousand voices were heard in hoarse^ 
^t jocund discord, and as many sticks 
and goads were applied to the poor 
animal's back and sides. The cow bel- 
lowed, the mob shouted, and by the 
judicious directions of Hopkins and his 
man, every thing went on very favour- 
ably. The lecture which Thorpe had 
given to those who baulked him on the 
former occasion, was not thrown away. 
It was indeed so well^ understood, in 
i6 
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which direction they wer6 to go, and 
Thorpe's labourers were so anxious to 
atone for their former failure, that unusual 
discipline prevailed^ and the frantic object 
of their cruelty was soon seen desper- 
ately rushing through all obstructions 
towards the humble residence of the sus^ 
pected female. 

The wide-spreading tumult was heard 
afar, and reached the poor retreat of 
Dame Neville. Little imagining the 
cause of the disturbance, the unusual 
clamour induced her to walk to the ex- 
tremity of the enclosure belonging to 
her cottage. She saw a multitude of 
persons in motion, hut the noise which 
they made had so much mirth in it, that 
she felt quite satisfied no one was in 
danger. She perceived tl^e riotous merry 
makers, one and all, bend their steps to- 
wards the place were she stood, and at 
length she discerned the goaded animal 
N 5 
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which they followed. Raging with the 
intolerable torture inflicted by the Wows 
of the multitude, the creature happened 
at this moment to shake from its horns 
the tatters which had till then adhered to 
them. A yell of strange exultation burst 
from the mob ; and, stunned by the up- 
roar, Dame Neville hastened to conceal 
herself from the advancing rioters. 

" See you there,^* said Hopkins to 
Thorpe, who kept dose to him nearly in 
the front of the mob. •^See you with what 
shame and confusion she tries to hide 
herself.'^ 

•• I marked it weU.** 

•* Does not this show guiltiness of 
heart?*' 

•* No doubt,** Thorpe replied. 

*^ Had she not known that she was 
guilty, she would never have fled thus 
precipitately/* 
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" Certainly pot. This of itself i* in 
my mind enough to condemn iipon*^? 

«< It tells me. Master Thorpe, that she 
knows the devil is disposed to abandon 
her." 

Thorpe was much comforted by the 
assurance. He augured most favour* 
ably of the ultimate success of their un* 
dertaking from this omen, and the ex- 
pedition with which the witch had been 
traced by the means used that day, 
filled him with admiration of the skill of 
Hopkins. Though naturally humane, 
he was so steeled against the devoted 
Dame, from the enormities of which he 
believed her to be guilty, that he felt no 
more concern for the affliction she might 
prove, than he would have experienced 
at beholding the dying struggle of a wolf, 
or the last writhings of a viper. 

But little talent and exertion were 
now required to drive the cow close up 
N 6 
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to the door of the cottage. The welkin 
again rang with the acclamations of 
the rabble, and the poor beast was now 
honoured with the senseless plaudits of 
her followers, many of whom approached, 
and would fain have patted her to show 
their kindly feeling, if the irritated state 
to which she had been brought had not 
made her too startlish to admit of their 
coming near with safety. 

Thorpe directed that the animal, hav- 
ing performed all that, was expected 
from it, should be taken away. The as- 
sembled throng gave a passage^ to their 
late victim, and every eye now prepared 
to banquet on the distress of a human 
suiFeren 

A violent knocking at the door was 
commenced, accompanied by threats to 
force it. This last measure was rendered 
unnecessary, by its being opened to 
them. The crowd were on the ad- 
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vance, when Dame Neville stepped for- 
ward, and mildly demanded what was 
required. 

Her firmness overawed for a moment 
the brawlers, who had summoned her to 
their tribund, and no answer was given. 

« What want you, I enquire, that thus 
in the face of day you so rudely assail 
my humble dwelling ?" 

A momentary pause ensued, which 
was however broken by the voice of one 
who was not of the foremost rioters, — 

** A witch and her imps*" 

The silence once interrupted, a thou- 
sand voices were now heard to demand her 
surrender— the giving up of her fami- 
liar, and the bringing forward of her 
friend and paramour, the devil. 

The uproar spl-ead, taking every pos- 
sible shape of menace. Some told of 
the pains to which she would presently 
be subjected here, and others announced 
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the never-ending tortures of another 
world. Undismayed amidst the tumult. 
Dame Neville offered not to retire j her 
mind was made up to meet and rebut 
the calumnies of which she had long 
been the object^ and without using 
speech or gesture calculated to provoke 
by useless daring, she disdained to sup- 
plicate. A momentary silence having 
occurred, she again accosted the forC" 
most of the multitude, among whom 
Thorpe, Hopkins, and James were now 
range^.** 

** You demand that I shall be punished 
as a witch. Let it be shown that I am 
one, and I shall be content to suffer* 
But where are the proofs— where the 
witnesses against me ?*' 

«< O ! we have proofs,** cried one. 

« Ay, ay, proofs enough.*' " Proofs 
enough, you she-devil/* and similar 
speeches were vociferated* 
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"Then let your witnesses stand for- 
ward/* cried the accused, with more 
energy than she had previously exerted, 
** and bring your proofs without delay.** 

*• What think you of this ?** James en« 
quired ; " you see she courts the trial.'* 

" Was ever such helli3h effrontery, 
such matchle&s impudence I** exclaimed 
Thorpe. 

"Nay, father,** cried James, "may 
this not spring from consciousness of in- 
nocence ?** 

" Innocence 1'* echoed the father, in 
a tone which severely reproved the folly 
which could admit such a supposition 
for a moment. " But ask Master Hop- 
kins.** 

James looked round for Hopkins, but 
did not immediately see him. He was 
about to express his surprise, when he 
saw the witch-finder make his appear-^ 
ance from the cottage* £ngaged in 
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directing the pursuit, Hopkins had 
tucked his cl6ak under his arm. He 
felt that his general appearaace was not 
a little disordered, and when Dame 
Neville came forth he passed into the 
cottage to arrange his dress, that he 
might not make an undignified appear- 
ance before the throng, in whose pre- 
sence he was to exhibit the sublimest 
mysteries of his art. 

And now every-thing being adjusted, 
the witch-discoverer stalked forward. 
He wore a cloak surmounted by a white 
linen collar, which spread over each 
shoulder. The cloak was thrown open 
by the elbow of the right arm, which 
was placed a-kimbo, while the left was 
half extended, tlie hand grasping a staff* 
as tall as himself, which was somewhat 
larger than a common halbert stick at 
the top, but came tapering downwards 
till it was not larger than the fore-finger 
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of a man. From time to time he majes- 
tically waved this, the sceptre of com- 
mand, to ditect those near him to advance 
or retire. His bushy hair surmounted 
by a tall and rather pyramidic hat, gave 
his upper part an air of grim authority, 
and his boots, the tops of which presented 
the semblance of two funnels beneath 
his knees, were furnished with formidable 
spurs, which, however inconvenient, he 
would not put off on such occasions, 
from a wish to retain all the importance 
of hurry, while following his vocation. 

Thus terrible in appearance, as well as 
in influence, the witch-finder advanced 
to perfect the work he had so success- 
fully begun. 

" The witch,** said Thorpe, "says she 
feai's not enquiry, and thereupon my 
son would fain persuade, that she must 
needs be innocent. How say you ?'* 

" Marry, it is not so, for let me tell 
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both you and your son that the devil's 
policy is great} in persuading many to- 
come of their own accord to be tried» 
persuading them that their marks are so 
close they shall not be found out/* 

** But do they court enquiry ?** James 
demanded. 

<< They do ; such is their unblushing 
impudience* I have known divers of 
them come ten or twelve miles to be 
searched of their own accord, and gtt 
banged for their labour/' 

Thorpe here indulged in expressions 
admiring the benevolent dispensations of 
Providence, which had decreed that such 
artifices should be resorted to in vain. 

Matters were thus brought into as fair 
a train as could be desired for the witch* 
finden The situation of poor Dame 
Neville was one by no means enviable* 
The alarm with which she retreated 
when the approach of her persecutors 
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was first beheld^ and the resolution with 
which she subsequently defied them to^ 
prove what they charged against her, 
were considered by those with whom she 
had to deal, to be equally unfiivourable 
to the plea of innocence. The former 
manifested a just dread that her crimes 
could no longer pass unpunished—- the 
latter proved her so perfectly indurated, 
that nothing could shame her, and that 
no punishment which might be inflicted 
could be too severe. Hopkins now com* 
menced. 

<< So, my dear dainty firebrand, as the 
devilf your master, calls you, I have 
caught you, have I ! You> I dare say, con- 
sidered yourself as secure as the witches 
of Manningtree ever thought themselves, 
before I, under God, was the means of 
ridding the country of them, by the 
timely aid of the gallows/' 
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" Man," cried Dame Neville, ** in 
what have I deserved to be thus re- 
proached ?*• 

" A notable question, truly,'* said the 
discoverer. " What ! forsooth, witchcraft 
is so trifling a matter with you, that you 
are saucily to look justice in the face, 
and think to cozen me by pretending in- 
nocence !" 

" I am a peaceful humble sojourner of 
small pretence ; but surely, in the mat- 
ter charged against me, most innocent/' 

" We shall see,*' the witch-finder re- 
joined, ^* we shall see^ my dear duck- 
ling, how innocent you are. Come tell 
me the number of your imps ?" 

" I know not what you mean." 

'* Indeed ! my brimstone darling j then 
perhaps you call them your familiars, or 
your chickens, or your babes of fire and 
smoke/' 
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" God protect me !** exclaimed the 
supposed witch, " what can this mean ?" 

" The devil protect you, is what you 
ought to say,'' continued Hopkins. 
" But by mentioning the name of God, 
you think to deceive me, and induce 
belief that you are not what you are 
.well believed to be. But I am not to 
b^ so bamboozled^ Can you say the 
Lord's prayer ? Since you want to show 
what you can do» answer me that/' 

Dame Neville had been well content, 
had nothing more been required than was 
now demanded. But it never entered into 
her ^mind that what was so very easy 
could be a test. The bantering and an- 
gry tone in which she was accosted made 
it impossible for her to suppose that she 
was seriously required to vindicate her 
character by repeating the Lord's prayer, 
and she remained silent. 
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Hopkins took advantage of this pause, 
which he knew how to interpret. 

" Now the witch is cau^t, and, truth 
to say, in my simple judgmerlt, further 
enquiry is hardly needed. Nevertheless, 
go on if you will. 

<* She cannot say the Lord's prayer** — 
« She does not know one word of it** — 
** Her mouth is closed*' — resounded on 
all Bides. 

" Wretched woman, confess thy guilt/* 
said Thorpe, in a tone of remonstrance. 

" Can you not repeat the Lord's 
prayer?" James asked. <^ Metbinks that 
were not so hard a task." 

" If tb^be required of me, I cannot 
fear to do it. Sut I understood not that 
it was expected I should repeat it now." 

** Nor is it, my lovely fire and smoke 
favourite," Hopkins observed ; " for we 
expect not that you can do any thing of 
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the kind ; but if you think otherwise, 
hegin it.*' 

" I have need of prayer, the Almighty 
knows/' said Dame Neville, '' and though 
I have not sought to make public my de- 
votions, thus pressed, I will comply." 

<* Now listen all,** cried the witch- 
iinder, and holding his staiST with both 
hands, and leaning slightly against it, his 
eyes fixed on the fiice of the accmed, he 
prepared to iletect atty error into which 
s(he might fall. 

With Q;^ifted hands. Dame Neville 
strove to lift her mind from the perse- 
cution which she endured, that the 
prayer she uttered might not idly fall from 
her lips. Silence was demanded from 
the crowd, and the parties from whom it 
was expected^ after breaking it a hun- 
dred times by calling out « Silence,*' 
were at length tolerably stall. She then 
began -^ 
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" Our Father, who ^rt in heaven," — 

"Mark you that, neighbours!'* shouted 
Hopkips, " now are you convinced. In- 
stead of * Our Father, whkh^* this horrid 
witch can only say * Our Father, tt?iko«' 

The quickness with which this sagar 
cious discovery had been made, raised 
the witch-finder very much in the esti- 
mation of the crowd, and his praises were 
clamoured from all quarters. 

*< Go on,** he cried, ** go on; if you 
are not now convinced that the devil, all^ 
potent as you have heretofore thought 
him, is not yet capable of teaching the 
Lord's prayer to those who bind them- 
selves by covenant to sin against it — 
goon.** 

"Nay,** cried the sufferer, "since I 
am to be thus dealt with, interrupted, 
and. obstructed, it is in vain to strive 
against the cnielty which assails.* 

" She owns that it is all in vain. The 
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devil forsakes her, my friends/' cried the 
discoverer, with a loud voice, and the 
announcement was answered by a new 
shout. 

*< What more need be done ?" Thorpe 
enquired. 

** In good truth, methinks, but little ; 
for small additional proof is wanting. 
But, however, let search now be made 
for the marks, by which the devil has 
distinguished his darling. Divers sober 
niatrons are ready at the cottage near 
the river to do all that it is meet should 
be done." 

Hopkins, his assistants, and their fol- 
lowers, proceeded to act upon this reso- 
lution forthwith. They compelled Dame 
Neville to accompany them, and the 
turtmlt was removed fo the margin of the 
Ver, in which it was intended the last 
scene of this tragical farce should be 
acted. 

VOL. II. o 
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But before leaving the dwelling of 
the reputed witch^ at the desire of Thorpey 
Hopkins entered it, to look for the charm- 
ed fire, before which, his effigy, as he 
supposed, had been wasting. He sought 
in vain for the fire, but he presently 
brought forward what satisfied Thorpe 
quite as well, a small waxen image which 
seemed to have been exposed to heat, 
and subsequently to have been thrown 
into the ashes. Thorpe's exultation was 
at its height when this decisive proof was 
exhibited. He now appealed to his son, 
and to all near him, if the pangs of which 
he had coraplained were but ideal, and 
if the proceedings of this day were other 
than important. 

And he believed what he sajd. Hq 
used no artifice, and suspected not when 
Hopkins entered the habitation Qf th^ 
intended victim to arrange hi^ dress, that 
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he carried, wrapped in his cloak, the 
image now produced, for the purpose of 
depositing it where it was found* 
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CHAP. XV. 

For, as in a secret murther^ if the dead carkass be at 
any time thereafter handled by the murtherer, it will gush 
out of bloud, as if the bloud were crying to heaven for 
revenge of the murtharer. God having appointed that 
secret supernaturall signe for triall of that secret super- 
natural crime, so it appeares that God hath appointed 
(for a supernaturall signe of the monstrous impiety of 
witches) that the water shall refuse to receive them in 
her bosom. 

KiMO Jambs. 

The notions of Thorpe on the subject 
of witchcraft were such, that no trick 
could be attempted by Hopkins which 
was not sure to succeed with him. In 
the waxen doll, while he gazed on it with 
mingled joy and horror, he thought he 
could perceive that his own features had 
been copied with a degree of accuracy 
which no human art could reach. Shud- 
dering, he contemplated the magical 
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power which had been directed against 
him, while indescribable exultation filled 
his bosom at the thought that the expe- 
dition which he had assisted in planning 
had been crowned with such brilliant 
success. 

Arriving at the place to which it had 
been proposed to adjourn, the females who 
had consented to assist on this grand 
occasion were found ready to perforiii 
their piart. Hopkins craved some pause, 
while he addressed them as a judge 
would a grand jury, directing them how 
ta proceed in the enquiry which they 
had been called there to make. He told 
them they were to ascertain whether or 
not the accused had three teats, but he 
remarked to them that they must not 
expect the third one to be precisely like 
the others. Sometimes the devil caused 
that which he provided for the accom- 
modation and nourishment of his imps, 
3 
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to resemble a pimple; at other times 
it wore the appeamnce of a mole, 
and very frequently it would appear no 
other than the prick of a pin. These 
varieties, and the possibly minute «ize 
of that for which they sought, made 
it necessaa?y to Use ^eat diligence m the 
search. 

£)tame Neville was taken into the cot- 
tage. At this moment a sparrow flew 
over the crowd, and settled on the roof 
of the house. The people generally took 
no notice of it, but the momenft Hopkins 
saw the bird he perceived a new proof 
of guilt, and called out, 

« You see yon thing, neighbo^ls,'' 
pointing to the sparrow. 

« Mean you that bird ?" 

« That thing in the shape of a spar- 
row is no true bird. This is one of the 
witch's femiliars,^ who wanting suck, 
has followed her from her home." 
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« So I judged," said Thorpe. " But 
tell me, good Master Hopkins, by what 
indubitable sign shall the familiar be 
known, from the thing of which it wears 
the resemblance. '^ 

" By observation, and especially by 
noting the time, place, and circumstances 
of its appearance. Why, I pray you, 
should a sparrow, which is naturally a 
timid and modest bird, come here in 
presence of this congregation? Why 
should it settle on the very top of this 
dwelling ?•• 

*« Pooh !" said James, " I have some- 
times marked sparrows to be so saucy, 
that I could hardly scare them away by 
shouting with all my might and main. 
Is this the form in which imps, as you 
call them, always come ?'' 

" Certainly not. I have seen a fa- 
miliar wear the shape of a butterfly. *' 
o 4 
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" Why then I suppose any bird, beast, 
or insect, found near the abode of one 
accused of witchcraft, may be made a 
familiar/' 

^* The devil is not nice about the. ve- 
hicles he selects for his offspring to 
travel in to work his will. When I first 
commenced witch-discoverer for thebene- 
fit of the whole kingdom, it was at. Man- 
ningtree in Essex. A witch there, .^flter 
being kept from sleep three, nights, was 
compelled to call her whole family. The* 
first imp was Hold^ who came in like a 
white kitling ; the next wa3 Jamara who 
looked like a spaniel without legs. Vi* 
negar Tom was like a greyhound, with 
the head of an ox ; and on my telling him 
to be gone to the place from whence he 
came, he turned himself into the form 
of a child four years old, without a head, 
and presently vanished. Sack and Sugar 



y Google 



TJifi WITCH^FIKDfiir* 397 

was next called, who looked like a black 
rabbit, and Newes followed in the forrti 
of a PoJe Cat'' 

The cry was now up, that the sparrow 
was no other than one of the witch's 
familiars, and a volley of stones was 
sent towards it by the mob, to mark their 
indignation against the devil and all be- 
longing to him. This salutation induced 
the sparrow to take wing, and he imme- 
diately proved that his quality had not 
been mistaken by flying out of sight. It 
was unanimously resolved that the fami- 
liar, terrified by the holyproceedings then 
in progress, had vanished — ^ with a noise 
like thunder, some said, but all were not 
agreed on this point. 

The assistant of the witch-finder an- 
nounced that he was spoken to from 
within. He immediately answered the 
call, and b^ore any communication could 
be made to him, demanded if the thing 
o 5 
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in the form of a bird had been visible in 
the cottage* 

The answer was given with admirable 
caution by Mrs. Thorpe, who now caine 
forth. ~ « It might have been visible, 
but had not been noted by the females 
about the witch." 

** Then ask you if she has seen JEfe- 
numzeKf Pi/ewacket, or Greedigut These 
are some of their names, so, perchance, 
you may catch her off her guard.*' 

** But first let me tell you,** said the 
matron^ " that we have discovered the 
devil's mark, so we think.** 

" Have you- so ? Then describe wherie 
it is, and what is it like." 

" It is in the back of her neck, and 
has much of the appearance of a mole ; 
so much so, that we are not quite certain 
it is not cme, and desire proof.** 

<^ That is humanely wished, and shall 
be benevolently tried* That parties who 
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are not culpable niay not sufi^ wrong- 
fully, I ever take some fine pointed pins 
with me, by the insertion of which I can 
judge how the case niay be- It can. be 
no scandal to you, good woman, that in 
the case of a mark like this I should enter 
and put the woman to the test/' 

Mrs. Thorpe assented to this, and the 
discoverer Imving directed that silence 
should be observed as to what he was 
about to do, accompanied her into the 
room. 

"So,*' said he, " this is a true and 
lawful mole, I warrant you. It looks 
marvellously like one.** 

While he spoke he plunged a pin into 
the mole. Th& sufferer had expectefd 
severer tortuce, and seemed insensible to 
this. 

Hopkins withdrew the point, and 
a^un buried it in her neck several times, 
o 6 
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leering merrily round at the females who 
were present* 

** N^w, good folks/' he cried, " you 
may judge for yourselves! You have 
behdid the use made of this sharp instru- 
ment, and she has neither testified by 
word or cry that it gave pain. Use it 
thus on yourselves, and tell if she could 
so have acted, had the mark which you 
have discovered been anything but what 
it is. See, she sheds, no tears. No, I 
will answer for it, do what you list, none 
ahaM irom her eye, for, as .our British 
iSolomon most beautifully expounded, 
when they shake off the water of their, 
baptism, God wisely and justly decrees 
that tears shall not be at their command. 
If they will have fire, they shall have fire, 
but not water when they would choose it.'* 
. It was certainly true that the accused 
shed no tear. The fever of shame which 
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consumed her at finding herself thus pus* 
sued, made her, as it did many unhappy 
beings who were treated in the same way, 
incapable of giving that relieving vent to 
the sorrows of the heart which, under 
ordinacy circumstances. Nature fails not 
to command. 

The success which had thus far crowned 
the operations of the examiners diffiised 
great spirits among the crowd, who, how- 
ever, being desirous to " make a day of 
it,*' now called loudly for the trial by 
water. The contiguity of the river made 
it so very easy to apply this last most de- 
cisive test, that it must be owned the 
temptation was considerable. 

Hopkins, after consulting Thorpe, an- 
nounced his readiness to comply with the 
public wish. 

«* Wherefore,'* said he, addressing him- 
self to Dame Neville, " prepare yourself 
strtught. Your hose must be removed. 
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and a cord of moderate strength shall 
attach the thumb of your right hand to 
the large toe of your left foot, and inlike 
manner the toe of the right foot must 
iie made fast to the thumb of your left 
hand/' 

" And am I to be thus exposed in the 
face of 4ay ? Spare me this, and take my 
wretched life/* 

" Never be in too great haste," cried 
the discoverer. •* Your life shall be taken 
afterwards, it may be, my delectable 
firebrand, as your dewr Satan calls you at 
times. But for the trial, that you cannot 
escape.'* 

<* To you," cried the sufferer, « to 
you, as femdes, I address myself^ and 
implore you to save me from this 
outrage." 

A look of mingled scorn and horror 
was the only answer vouchsafed to this 
appeal, yet Mrs. Thorpe, strong as her 
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prejudices were, could not help whis- 
pering to Mrs» Drawlington, the mi- 
nister's wife, that she had never sup- 
posed the devil's power so great as it 
was now proved, in his being able to 
make such a wretch appear so gentle 
and pitiful." 

Hopkins saw no interference was in- 
tended, and went on in a triumphant 
tone. 

" These good and virtuous wives have 
nothing in common witji you, and for 
your sham modesty about showing your 
feet to the honest folks here, that must be 
a' mighty hardship to one who cares not 
for concealment of either soul or body 
from the Prince of Darkness." 

<< Methinks you have persecuted me 
etiough without this additional insult." 

" Insult ! O, you are now wonderfully 
delicate. Why, you were not so nice 
>^hen the devil first wooed you! But 
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there need be none of this, for these godd 
women/ who will prepare you for trial, 
will have due regard for the sex to which 
you still claim to belong/' 

He withdrew, leaving his female aux- 
iliaries to act A close petticoat, or 
bag of coarse cloth, was brought to them, 
by his order, with two openings, through 
which the feet of the party upon trial 
were to be passed. This the accused 
was now commanded to wear. Her 
stockings were cut away, and the toes 
and the thumbs bound as Hopkins had 
directed. When this had been done be 
was sent for. The summons was obeyed, 
and ** his company/* as he called two 
assistants, who followed, came with him. 
They examined the manner in which the 
victim had been bound, and having tight- 
ened the cords, it was intimated to the 
rabble that the grand trial was instantly 
to be made. 
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The under-strappers then seized the 
half-fainting sufferer by the hands and 
feet, and carried her to the river. A mur- 
mur of expectation ran through the as- 
sembled hundreds, and the tumult which 
had prevailed during the greater part of 
these proceedings, was wholly stilled. 
The object of persecution closed her 
eyes, as trembling to look on her tor- 
mentors. James gazed with impatience 
and disgust, which he scrupled not to 
express to Challoner, who was just then 
carried forward by a sudden movement 
of the crowd. The unresisting Dame 
Neville was placed on the water by the 
witch-finder's men, directed as they pro- 
ceeded by their accomplished master. 

No sooner did Challoner perceive how 
Hopkins and his associates were occu- 
pied, than he attempted to retreat. A 
loud burst of mirthful laugh rung in 
his ears, aiid he looked round. That 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S06 THE WITCH*FINBER. 

which produced this merriment was the 
total disappearance of the victim. After 
the persecution she had been subjected 
to, the last trial, as it was called, was 
regarded by Dame Neville but as the 
execution of the sentence given against 
her. In silence she breathed a prayer 
for the salvation of her eternal part, and, 
resigned to death, made no effort against 
it. 

Challoner looked at the river, but saw 
not the sufferer. The water was agitated, 
and she seemed to be rising. It partly 
broke over her forehead, when she sunk 
^ain. 

" She will be drowned," cried James. 

** She is doing it on purpose," Hopkins 
replied. " Did you not see with what a 
snatch she went down ? She will be up 
again anon.** 

" Monstrous !** exclaimed Challoner, 
and plunging into the river, he was seen 
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the next moment landing the almost ex- 
piring Dame Neville. 

James rushed before the witch-finder, 
and snatched the burthen from the arms 
of Challoner. 

" Bear witness, neighbours/' cried 
Hopkins, " this man has spoiled all, and 
the trial must be made again." , 

*♦ Villain," retorted Challoner, " and is 
it thus you would proceed ? Is even the 
proof of innocence, when furnished by 
your own barbarous persecution, to bring 
death to the accused ?" 

" She would yet have risen." 

•^ She would have risen in time to con- 
front you at the last great day, to give 
you to that perdition which the sordid 
miscreant who dare thus destroy his fei- 
low-creatures for gain, will ai^uredly find 
his doom." 

" You hear what he says," cried the 
embarrassed Hopkins, who wad awed by 
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the Stern dignity of just reproof, and un- 
prepared with an answer. 

** Let them hear me,'* said Challoner, 
** and may God in heaven do the same, 
and give the thoughtless " congregated 
brutes, who could enjoy a spectacle like 
this, the hearts and the undi^rstandings of 
men ; that, instead of approving such 
doings, they may rather turn on the 
cold-blooded impostor who blasphemes 
the name of his Creator, while making 
murder a trade." 

Challoner had placed himself between 
Hopkins and the female he had saved 
from death. A ^roan from Dame Ne- 
ville, who had a little revived, but who 
now swooned apparently from weakness, 
induced him to turn. He saw James 
carrying her away, the crowd falling 
back as he approached them, and evi- 
dently affected by her distress. 

Thorpe, who had been confounded at 
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perceiving the witch, whom he expected 
to see swim like a duck, go to the bot- 
tom, was so amazed, that he knew not 
how to act. He at length said to Chal- 
loner, 

" It might have been as well that you 
should have waited a minute or two 
longer.'"* 

" What, that I might have sought a 
corpse for burial, instead of snatching a 
woman from death ! Trust me, you are 
grossly deceived throughout. The hang- 
ing of this fellow'* — (he pointed to Hop- 
kins) << as a murderous impostor, would 
do you more good than swimming all 
the reputed witches in Christendom.'' 

: Hopkins had recovered a little of his 
confidence, and replied to his accuser. 

1 ** This you and other Saddttcees may be 
pleased to telL But you will not suc- 
ceed in your object. This trial must 
begin again." 
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*< It shall not begin a^in. If there be 
any here who would oppose murder, they 
will support me, and I will sooner perish 
than be the spectator of such enormity, 
or timidly shrink from opposing it." 

** Here is one who will stand by you 
against a thousand witch-discoverers,** 
cried Robert, who, like a faithful dog, 
generally contrived at all seasons to find 
the means of following his master. 

Others, moved by the still piteous state 
of Dam^ Neville, and by the manly 
cQurdge which protected her, seemed in^ 
dined to, support her champion. Thorpe 
hiniself cared not to proceed, in defiance 
of his xdd friend, and his kboarers re^ 
ceiving no hint from him, to direct them 
how.tOi^ctf were sUeht. 

The . baffled witch-finder at length 
sounded a retreal^ remarking^ that <* if 
witches were in favour thereabouts,^ they - 
must keep them, and take consequeiioes*'* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TKE WITCH»FIND£Rv ^11 

<« And happy consequences they will 
be," said Cballoneri <« when such cheats 
as you can no longer levy contributions 
on the credulous. You, old acquaint- 
ance/' he continued, addressing his 
speech to Thorpe, ** are misled ; but this 
fellow is a black-hearted wretch, who 
pretends to skill which he has not, that he 
may rob one portion of his fellow-crea* 
tures for contributing by his senseless 
mummery to the destruction of another.'^ 

The dame had been withdrawn. Chal- 
loner, forgetful of the drenching he had 
had, was disposed to follow her ; but it 
occurred to him that it might be bet- 
ter Dot to lose sight of Hopkins too 
soon, lest he should make good his case 
with the mob. He ther^ore kept near 
him, as he and the rabble at his lieels 
retired in silence, i^ngularly at variance 
with the uproar which had accompanied 
their advBiice. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Speak wfaimpVkig youn^ngB; and mttke known . 
The reason why, 
Ye droop and weep. Herrick. 

Albert waited impatiently for the re^ 
turn of midnighti when he calculated on 
receiving a new> visit from Henrietta. 
She came, but when he eagerly demanded 
if preparations had been made for faci« 
litating his flight, he had the mortification 
to learn she had b^n so<dasdy watched, 
that to do it was. impossible, without ex- 
dting suspicion. In her judgmeiiti. till 
some days should have p^ed^ it weiikl 
bewholly impracticabtei but the mom^it 
the slightest ri^aisation in t^t vig^aqce, 
against.which.it ii^^ at pcoi&nt uadiesft to 
strive^, shoju^ld ocoqr, it; wo&iierfinn de* 
ter miqatipn ta make t^/|4;$Ai9pt. : . . . , 
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A conversation of sotne length fol- 
lowedi which principally turned on the 
habits and present views of Johnson. 
The answers which Henrietta gave to 
Albert's question, represented him to be 
a moody and ever-complaining man. 
He was frequently from home through 
the greater part of the night. Albert 
thou^it'df the murder when this pecu« 
Ikurity was named, and made an enquiry, 
,tfae answer to which did anything but 
remove the i^pres^ion on his mind; 
He fouiid thiit on the night in question,* 
Johnson had been from homei and Had 
Bot returned till the morning. 

*«But of all his peculiarities,'*- said' 
Henrietta, Msuming a description which- 
had beai interrupted by the qtiestions 
of Albert, «<the most tormenting is that 
which is founded on the importance he^ 
attaches i to dteams; The objeMi ^ibh 
present, titemselves lo him, while he 
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^p^ h^ftegiiliieAotxasrtbqiBcdiigniiws. 
ofispring of a ffiseMedxfTBmejoi^di^udMd 
miildj^)ftiQi9btt«eAiplates)tiitlipiB,<mt least 
vrh^i^ ib^'fitttiiB 0^}ikhi>9eini| loDgeraltM 
present tbebl#l^s^'JM ^nrful realides. 
H$ foeli^ve^tbat <^ a time Jw^mra^^pkit 
can leave its mortal habitation^ and'^.hdld 
ftUmUap i]^9ftemirs0 wittu those wUd are 
no ^ iiiore m ^eaith^ ( * 'H^iicg^ strange .^iiif^ 
conmstenciiiSv^'arBi^seon^iiii :liis^ condbiot* 
and^ti&e Maldes^/ r^soLtn^ /dictated hjf 
t^B sihades of men, wfair ats no inone» 9» 
be tellb, are frjeqofiotii^adoptedt'' 
^^ This is a /Stran^anatild}?#^^F v ,^A*^^ 
^ But recently Tiiiit obelieyedi.that )fae 
had be^n admitted to thbiftfeseaiseinf 
the jat^ kingrV^im^ hy his^aotioiiSjilbi^he 
spoke ficrf^ ; intinsBibBd tfa«t 4ie oitti)d ^ocdy 
find security byfjliiefS|fmgltbe>retturn>o6 
Charfe»8tugith.'^io^Ki ^Jli•:^ ' -v v?.i • 
:i9ifo4^i 2i£s\ coiidmakf^itfa tespsi^ 
t^ mfiguttlis i9tmag|el)DiippMitt^ i taiwbat 
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i siio«ild> expect xitMW0i}ldc4iQi ^ mAmg 

f<I cancexpUiadtb: r.^EluA i^iprossioiiis; 
the cause^vf jroisr .beings li#fej.t2md ef my; 
visUiiig yoa^ iw I have ctofiye«r t ^^ | 

. M He^boiieved that -tbebeib mode q£ 
seekmg^^sdcimiy^ iwouidfibesto isoonecti 
btmAsll^ by: mjeans: of ^his idai^rter with 
sotti^^aidive Toyviisb > • Yoa h^jcooducted 
hither wkb thit view, aad lo have beeii^ 
commissioned ^taapproacJi^ybQ jbs I have! 
done, if posfiibtet-to.^m y^ur afieefions, 
and induce w you /to nlfer yeoxrself adj my 
flrturBiiiiKdianduf^ : ^ ^ 

'.l^xBo^riodocaBiilH exclaimed Albert; 
^ydMhiyma j&tbaAli kmim(. entertained a 
tironghteia>elt^9TOgfmtiT ^^o • > . -. i ; ^ 
" How!" cried Henri6tta^.iti^i^'coun-> 
tfesnuee Hiiiiameiibgrr risttg iHd^jEJtibn, 
^4g 4tothtii^^K|Kltt<H^^M3rocn^ in^ 
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your Judgmeoi ? Ami deapised* and by 
him who so* (^romiptty when first I saw 
him proposed to me to link my fate with 
his» and assqred me of ^eternal constancy^ 
and undying* gratitude ?" 

« Gratitude, lady^" cried Albert^ con- 
founded by the unexpected traiisitibn, 
from gentleaesa to fury, *' I promised ; 
but named not love nor marriage/* 

^^ You named not marriage! O sage- 
like caution ! Do I then comprehend yoa 
aright ? You too would be a betrayer 1** . 

«« Mistake me not, I—** 
, << No> I can mistake you no longer; 
I now 9ee your truQ purpose^ Why, 
then, let the law take it^ course, and the. 
hangman dp his office* You lo^^^e. an- 
other -~to her you would be true» a^d I 
must be insulted and despised. O ! this 
is brave 1" 

^< Trust me, I {ueant no insult, and I 
4p not despise. True it ip that an-^ 
other—" 
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*« Away, thou haat deceived me P' , 
♦* Madam!" , 

*^ Question not» but answer/' cnec( 
Henrietta, while her eyes glared on ,the 
captive with more wildness than even 
** I would know if you can be move^ 
from the resoiution you avow to be 
faithful to another ? Will ' daAger shak^ 

it?**';- 

Albert firmly replied^ << No, lady, I 
will preserve it in death.*' . 

*.* This is well answered,*' said. Hen- 
rietta, <* and now I will be thy friendi.'' 

The vehemence- of hei: manner wap 
nQ more* The maniac s|;are^ with which 
she had regarded him, subsided into ^ 
stedfast, buj; jtr^qquil gaze, and Jthe voice 
of rage, lately so loud, gave place to th^ 
melting tones of sorrow. 

« Bear with ipe yflpthj for J will jfetbe- 
friendtbee,*' she sa^d; ^«^tJpy,w^ 
in ruins, and I can ill regulate_m^ /e^- 
pS 
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kkithffii'tb one K^bVed aiid'abserit. ^N6 
other claim need %e pttt^ forth toefttitle 
yotx to atll tfae'dd a poor^ forjorn^ and 
persecttted' wretch^ as I - am, caii «f- 
ibrd.*^ : ^ 

* Albert listened wkft tmfeigned asto^. 
nishni^nt to the gentle accents trhifeb 
now struck his ear, and could hardly per- 
suade Wmi^lf that they reilMy issued 
from the lips, \^hicb, but a few moments 
before, had astonii^ed him by frantic 
violence. - 

^ ^« Lady,'* said ' he, ^ I cannot compre- 
h^id your purpose* To me it sterns? 
that yoii :Sp*rt with my sofrews.*^ 

«' Trdst me,^ ^ Jady r^oined, ^ It 
lis not so^ I attk^ ndt (cif lA^h. 1 ha^ 
drunk largely froD^ llie cu^ laf bitterness, 
and tortured by a -cruel father^s* unfeel- 
ing reproacbeiH''£tn^^pt to^start at the 
semblance of scorn} but, tnut me» frail 
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gener<)u$, 4€|V0te4 Iftyp." vt f>^ir^ . :o 
, «* 5v^ry wo«:il yoj^ apeak* but a4d9,,t;p 
tbe mystery w)iich surrouQdsif yqiu .X/p 
see you here gave me one surprise y tp 
hdSLT yoa ta^.of ]]lf(rria^^witb astr^ijiiger 
.caused aooth^r i y^mr seeming. imdigna- 
tioa heightened my aoiazement, And 
your pree^Qjt g^tlen^^^l . supplies the cli* 
max/' 

•* I know not that it is in my powe^ 
to give reasons for these changes^ The 
causes of what has» most naturally i 
confessi fixed yqur atteAtipp» I can state i 
but burning bkiahes.inv^Hl^ my cheeky 
while I pi^^pare for the Fecil4U»^pdl even 
now I pause to cktermme whether pri% 
shall Innd m/& ti> silienc^t pr wgi^sb lea^ 
me on to sue for pitsy.? v^ / >o; . )i: 

She hesitated f^r ^imooie^i^.iaR^rtb,^ 
proceeded.^ • /.,': ^ -^i^jj, r^ ^. i^.J ji-^^s 
p 4 
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^ << It is decided^ Some explanatioo is 
due to you to satisfy you that it is really 
my purpose to befriend* But expect me 
not to be lavish of speech. Let few 
worda inform, and never ask me to en» 
large on what 1 seek not to conceal, but 
may not have resolution fully to unfold.^* 
** I will seek to know nothing which 
you would keep from me.** 
- ♦* The gloomy, tyrannical, and ever 
restless being who holds you his prisoner, 
is my father* Stormy scenes, in which 
he was engaged in early life, ai^d the 
convulsions whiqh have disturbed this 
country during the last ten year?, have 
rendered himi what he is. Under his 
stern eye my infancy and youth have 
been passed. I do not know that he 
meant to be ctuqI, but with him a smile 
was a crime, and the thoughtless play- 
fulness of youth called forth on every 
occasion his resentment. I epdured hia 
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hard contrbl till my eighteenth year 
was completed. It Syas then that he 
himself introduced to me the youth he 
designed for my future husband. Ef^ 
fingham was handsome and accomplished. 
My father's choice was mine. For ^im 
the suspicious vigilance of my parent 
was relaxed. We were suffered to pass 
days together, exempted from his ob- 
servation. My tongue refuses to say 
more.*' 

Albert was rather at a loss how to 
act. To solicit explanation he had rea- 
son' to know would not be agreeable to 
Henrietta, and he wa9 by no means 
certain that the conclusion to which his 
mind led him, was that at which she de- 
sired him to arrive. She resumed her 
speech, and doubt wais at an end. 

^ Vain, inconstant, and ungrateful; 
my lover soon thought meanly of the 
£ice which he admired hefore it »nUed 
p 5 
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on hini/*''ke ridl6b^ei?'s6ugfit me. My 
father ^6ssed^^hcf cadse/ ^d toy inge- 
nuous foHy admitted' his suipfcion» were 
not without foundation/* 

Albert sighed white lie contemplated 
the tumult cff sorrow which now, for 
some moments, prevented Henrietta from 
continuing her riatrative. 

" I will not speak of the rage of which 
1 became the object. • Alas ! my father 
is a man of such sternness, that his very 
love is terrible. But what were the re- 
Tilings which I endured, compared with 
the dfeadly threats which he daily and 
hourly breathed agaiiist him who had 
been my lover ! I doubt not these would 
have been carried into execution, had 
it not chanced that Effingham lost his 
life in a brawl with a' young cavalier. 
But ^ven bis death was not sufficient to 
sdtisfy-thfe ragfe Ht'mf Father. He rested 
not iSfl^he^'liad rfatifld^ toeails t dis. 
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«rter the body and kr}^ ifc iiither*. ,To 
me he exttltingly displayi^4 .l^h^ g^^^y 
form, and taunted the cojrp^e, with, tjtie 
past, still demanding if he wo^ld flQw 
refuse the hand which' he Jxad.$pivned. 
This horpd mockery was often repeated 
for my punishment. I will not paint 
the misery which rioted in th^t heart 
where love, and resentments an4 fear, 
and ^hame combined to torture,, for po 
description can reach it. He pffw dpoms ^ 
me, to e new punishnient. He calls x]i^on 
me since I knew how to be kiri4 to :him 
whom I have named^ tp iise ev^||y eifort 
to captivate you,, Thus he flatt^s hipi- 
self he may find the. means of gendering 
Challoner, of whose hostility hp stands 
much in awe, harml^s^ .soi Jar as he is 
concerned. It wasjnqpnpe^qencfj of 
this project, insane as i|:r way j^^^jp^^^nt 
I was enabled tO; f^pprQa9h yjOjUy^,.jSfpst 
; reluctantly I appg^d.ggnl^tjtftujt^r. 
p 6 
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take the. jgnominiouy task. But I akned 
not at success other than that of being 
in some way of service to you. Could I 
have loved a second time, I should soon 
have been taught from a paper which has 
&llen into my hands that yon were no€ 
to be moved by my poor attractions/' 

While c(»ifirming the supposition of 
Henrietta, Albert would npt have be^ 
so deficient in politeness as to omit 
paying that compliment which a lady's 
speaking in her own disparagement o& 
fered so good an opportunity for putting 
in, had not his undivided attention been 
drawn to the paper which she mentioned 
as being in her possession. 

"Of what," he demanded, •^doyou 
speak ? Nothing of the sort you describe 
can be in your keeping which has ever 
been mine/' 

<* Oh yes," Henrietta replied^ " it is» 
it must be yours. Not within these walls 
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are the muses ^ptoitivc^ly inv<^ed, and 
none from without has dome hither &ince 
your arrival*" 

*' And what — what is the effiisioii of 
which you speak ?" 

** It is a poem in honour of — ^ but I 
have it with me. — There it is," she ad. 
ded, drawing it from her bosom ; *^ in- 
spect it yourself." 

Henrietta then displayed to the won- 
dering Albert a poetical trifle, which rati 
thus : — 

THE LO\^ER*S CHOICE. 

Which of my senses, of bH the five 

Is the one which Reason most foAdly would cherish; 
And hope unimpaired that a^ least wouidrsurvive^' . 

Though the others were doomed prematurely to perish? 

Tb SmeUSng no dotibl> for we ]me to idbate - 
The tweets of the garden with <^ning day; , 

The peifumes that float on Arabia's gale. 

And the fragrant charge of the zephyr in Maiy.' 
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Pleasures wliidi^^^k»^fii«r6 nlpturouft^glow : 
Pleasures her sister ^aiR n0vef' commaDd, 
Though she^f^s'^t) amioiiiioe them as being at band. 
How truly delicious the frultl of the etfftii. 

Involved in the paste some fair damsel has made ! . 
How perfect the soureo of eontentmeiit and mirth. 

While noitrisbmefit thus Isy delight is convey'd I 
And ^U'd the gay goblet mtb bri^t Hushing wine^ 
The treat is so blissful^-^'tis almost divine. 

But Hearings ah/ H^urin^t l^ higher claim still 
Prefers and yields transports* of exquisite thrill^ 
The epicure trefit I coriA \^fm to 4e^isef 
And laugh at the joy on the palate which dies ; 
As that which should rank, but with juvenile toys. 
As only entitled to homage from boys. ' 
But hearing, the learned and g9.y must admit, 
Can give the ei^yments of reason and wit ; 
Enjoyments which gliding from ear to the mind. 
Leave comfort, inteUigieace^ wisdom behind : 
As some hardy vines after autumn is o'er. 
Still tender their fruit wheaa their leaves are no more. 
Then think of the harmonies, brilliant as dear, . 
Which go to the soul by the road of the ear; 
And lift the charmed spirit to regions above. 
Now warm with devotion, now panting with love ; 
Thine hearing's the triumph, thou giVst us the straia 
Which Horace implored his old age might sustaito. 

Let me pause for a mQmept i . Sight^ sights what art thou. 
That I have not mentH>.Qed thee even till now ! 

r. • , . • 
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Oh! who that ha»see&raddy<aoQllip§ifti!i$i^i:f^ . 
Da/s soft indicationt j^t «nu!ed QO/tlie »kiei; 
Who has seen the fim fay fall q» UUTi^ or .tr<ie» 
Or from the tali mountaia descend .to the sea ; 
Or having beheld the bud's glorms fet^ ,.- 
As I have. Oh ! who could survm^ and forget ! 
I wonder not poets iacetsantly sing. 
Of Flora's gay train and the blicissjD!ni»,of spniig, / 
Magnificent presents were these ivwed to sight. 
If these were proclaimed her sole .means of delight ; 
How striking the contrasts 'tis hers to display ! 
Each season confirms o'er the senses ber sway : 
And nature bewitching^ however attired, 
Is now as an arrogant wanton admired ; 
And now when no more summer's hues she can show. 
For past folly sentenced to penance in snow. 
Such objects make sight to the rationed nnnd, 
Most dear, but the loveliest still is behind ; 
Observe yonder beauty. How matchless the grace 
Of her figure; and O ! how divine is her face; 
How sweetly those eyes b^m, but hold -^ hold awhile. 
What ecstasy grows on that angel-4ike smile : 
The senses some trillers to nght would prefer 
Were only created as handmaids fbr h^r. 

For Feeling * hut a moiQent stay, 
Though modestly she comes the last ; 

I should be, chasing her awayj . 
Meanly ungrateful for the past. 

Can I forget the friendly grasp. 
For joys df sight, sound; smefl, t* t*fet^;" 

Or under-rate the bliss to* clas{y "^^■' ' « ' < 
The blushing Celia's taper waist. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3S8 TJtE WITCH-FIND£R« 

To touch that haiid — ta^ress^ that lip, * 

We dgK fo^^'yfelA i^billin. 
I woi4id ^t^l(^, ^ott\ (up to sip. 

Thea Feeling bear the palm. 

Oh, Fate 1 . oi; ifmitke latest rob^ 
Which, while embracing arms entwine. 

Conveys to me tlie generous throb," 
That sp^s the heart it comes from mine. 

To Albert it was perfectly incon- 
ceivable how this paper could have found 
its way into the hands of Henrietta. He 
cduld scarcely believe his eyes when he 
saw that the lines, which he knew well, 
were actually in his own writing. With 
the documents which he had destroyed, 
that they might not be seen by Johnson, 
a small packet of less importance had, 
as he believed, been given to the flames. 
He was not more persuaded the instruc- 
tions from Challoner were "reduced to 
ashes, than he had been that the verses 
now laid before him had shared the 
same fate. He remembered the look of 
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Johnson, at withes^g th^ fate of the 
packet which he had put out of the way 
by that means, and for a Mioment he 
asked himself, conld he have possessed 
himself of what had thus been destined 
to destruction. The thought seemed 
ridiculous, but how, what he saw, had 
been brought about, if they had perished^ 
he could not guess. He was confident 
that the poem could not have been acci- 
dentally dropped on the night of hii 
arrival. Well did he remember placing 
that with other trifles under a cover^^ 
which cover, with its contents, he had 
thrown on the fire, and, as ^e believed, 
seen consumed. Henrietta could in 
no way explain the mystery. AH she 
knew was that the paper had been left 
on a table in her father*s parlour, or or- 
dinary sitting room. To the questions 
which he anxiously multiplied^ no satis- 
factory answer could be given, and he 

\ 
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saw her compelled by the lateness of the 
hour to retire, withbut having obtained 
the smallest Information, that could dear 
up the strange and to him perfectly in- 
edttlprehensifole circumstance ; a ciircupa- 
stance which but a single hour before 
he would unhemtatingly have declared 
not within the range of things possible. 
^ wa?* however* ia proof, that .what he 
Imlieved to have been desjfcroyed might 
stiU e^i3t to endanger the life of his be- 
nefactor, and add to the shame of his 
^wnfaijure# 
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i - •0'-'.\ snf '-^0 T)jx^OM "^'J'* "^"^^^ ^'""^^ 

Pear, anger, h<^ fieirc^ vep{p^e.iip4^W1^^A ^t^ 
Tumultuous joy, envy and discontent; 
Self4oYe» Yatn-glory, stHfe, and M deMb i 
■■ > All these jdini.^iiya4^, v ^ 

Da. H._Mo»E. 

Vainly endeavouring to re-assure him- 
self, Albert passed the rfetnainder of the 
night and the following moriiiing in k 
state of feverish anxiety. The day drew 
near its close, when Johnson entered* 
Contrary to his custom, having shut the 
door, he seated himself^ and broke 
silence. 

" I would speak with you, young man. 
Without deigning to offer explanation or 
defence of every part of ray conduct, 1 
purpose saying so much as may give 
you a correct view of your present situ- 
ation, and enable you to come to a 
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fattoMf defcisioh* on the oftev which I 
haVe* dtt6rmified to' rhake.'^ 

The tdne i'ri which Johiison spoke was 
little calculated to inspire hope. Albert 
judgedi that it Was now tKat the plan of 
wliith Henrietta had apprized him would 
be avowed j he Idolted stedfastly on tlie 
speaiter,^ btit withbut inviting him to 
sfty ttiore. He, however, was attentive, 
and this WaS kuflScieht for Johnson,, who 
proceeded j: -4 

" X have surprised you by my conduct, 
i;rhich, doubtless, seems to you little con- 
Bidtenfc^th ordinary policy,^ and totally 
Itt'variaiice with that timid observance 
of rule, which is called respfect for the 

«* Itt .mj^ ckse. Undoubtedly, ybu have 
acted with k <!legree of violence and fraud 
which ncf liwk can sanction.'* 

-••^Belt'lsf). •" l^he law, while yet I was 
BhAiifkr^f'^ffWietute^ I found 
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ipyself turned loose, upop, jthe. \Y.w;ld.,a 
desperate spirit, unfay9^r.e4 .i>Xttfcfe to- 
stitutions of man, and tUerefpre bfm\ to 
be their enemy*" ». . 

" Of this I know nothing/*. 

"But something you.sbaUimaw of it. 
My father suffere(| c^ath^^s a traitor. 
Of this I complain not. He pl^ed. a. 
daring game, lost it^ and j^id the stake 
— his life. But I do compli^in of tor- 
ture previously inflicted by royii com* 
mand.'* , t 

"Of this I knoi« nothing/* 
* « In Uis case it was resorted to^and by. 
command of King James. Duiung tbosa. 
convulsions, which sent hia 3on to the 
scaffold, which himself ought tp have^ 
mounted, I aaw with^ my own , eyes the 
order io his. ha^i^d- writing.. I road it tilL 
each ^word was printed on .my /heart. 
Tlie British Solomon as.oome JToots^jeteri. 
of thoacL: whdml have emplpyed,: called 
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that j&fAt^ \k0aij^e:(m 'idi^ writing h»i 
appeared/ iwoddoharBr- ney': ^jridier thea 
bis praED^ev/qfiestimeai'tCHiobiilg it. Aiid 
howp^i ^lispeaih IhlifirtxrAn ttosf horrid 
somU. 1 c f 1£ ihe ^mi^f hoV ^en&ss^ the 
ffdtabdr^jtmtW€B ^ar& firsb (firsibi^ to Jbe 
usediuatarhim^ t^t^^fi^jwr gnudusmdhm 

vtxh.^ ^ ^tingdod .worM'? 3 ^ ^ i • 
'^ Thiaii^mF^tiothitig concern aie.** ^ 
/fri «idiiQl:tbdtife did, i but 'this I 
oa]iiaijto.iii|tik, Ahstet^ I forget bomanitf , ' 
othsKS Mint&ig0tMi Iwhci^ the rname of 
J^ioifiDh^f^iDinfiQikffiinie^ ibp tlan did) 
J^tiaes rdimetciti^speotEii^o j6hiidoa,i2a8 ite^ 
cfaibe 4xiimga^ihimaeifi ^b^tr FMlly K^aidpi 
Fawkas^. hfi .^iitar^ ipcoftigfttc^ ii&Myi^ ^ds 
igooblaireMOtinB]!, wfara^ibtsTjiiteevti^d 
lildJbS: aiDdr^scftitHbd/idhisb ' c^ld) jkhi iKKf 
more delight to the li^&rff^bfibloodf stiii 
dea^ditHndrikDctared ia 'dSKgj\^^(\ £; • 
{ffV hareriievte ap{iR>vQKlJofoiEBBcb-se^ 
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caUed iq^oiitta/aiisw^Cffo^ Idnein/c't'^ u, uj<]i^ 

called upon. I amJilit givifi^-yi>u a part i 
oi Viystaiyr^ to th«f'end*'th^ yo\x tsayc 
uiide«:ltaild into- what, haods jciuijhl^^ 
faU^^ : and not tai^take . me: £bn : au maa. 
wfaaae foaoduc^'|s to*l)6 'r^ulated^^^y>' 
ordinary calcula^bona. >My fat^ 
while Lwas bat A cbtld» Wiieit J'^r^w 
up, i foutid.tnysdlf.'befeft^ofii^ |)tt>- 
lector^ and too iirell-kiimra .to pass xaamii 
ticedinmyyoutbi I Itedto Jcelaodl^ heat^ 
log* myifi^het^s afluimed^ natns, and<idaistel 
meetcDg^widi irthenitaa^^ rqekle^sas^tnysel^l 
I joined iiiipkinB,'and eniroiiragGdirthe idMb 
oCdoilliQg the/tnc^mupe.of SfngHsbmilw^I 
I >^: l9i>^ ^ pos^iUe 1 ^'^ . Camrjwtj'Am^ilijbi^i 
praftl]^ter di* diiefaitocilyijdesdt3ehi«k sbdiiyi 
thiiihi^tfl^-ifttfldfiid^^W .1^ oi l:'*gibh 9io(a 
<< The ptdsfipaat dflBoiM/ainatlifafa Aai^ 
le4»-t4'jrd[ektlfar/<anrKqr^ otfyethesmsfi ^y 
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this ^mvQs ym ,vpo^ ti^m I cq»H t^ft¥9 
Ipokftd for I . Why st»rt ym thus ? What 
is ygwr, thQU|;liit ?" . . > 

^* That it is possible I tAay ba cpnvef^ 
ingi witJjk the murderer: of my p*rents.x ; 

<<It may be thajt X gave them their 
deaths and tim« has^ngt sp farj|b%te4 tt^ 
vigour, of my 2^m, or tamed the courage 
c^f.ipy be«rt, but 1 can yet do as miMih 
%- th$ir,90iv'* 

. <' Mean «n4 iiM^lent boast ! Meet m# 
cg^ (equal t9fn9« a«id you shall have my 
o«u^^* to try/' ... 

^< That is not. my way# When policy 
h4s^ made wh^E^t is:9eces^ary,r eB3y» I little 
ie^Uo^ tQ throw away t»y triuft^^h. Yow 
090$ent; if I should w«»t your, life;^ wiUnot 
be.|ieede4« But I hav^ n<^ that thought, 
and, ^m adui^ni^h you sol^ with 
a v^w to your pr^m^v^tiaia. I wouM 
b|^|:fni.w^ jyifi^^^ds that be who 

^ W il^ \Wv %ym fti^ ^^fjl^9^fi^^^ pmc 
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first in the Irish ;4hd*thin ifttHe English 
rebellion, is one whb wilf hot be trifled 
with, and who when he thresSehs dstrfes to 
execute.'* ^ ^ "' ' 

« To what is this prologue to l^fead?^' 
♦* Your patience, Sir. When reVolu- 
tion had bravely done the work of jus- 
tice, and the head of the son Of him who 
tortured my father, had faHen beneath 
the axe, I thought the day of Comfort sit 
hmid. It proved otherwise; soon I 
found that those iVho had valued courage' 
while the struggle was undecided j ffeared, 
bated, or despised it wheii the victory 
badbeai woBi For'tJiis I felt -discoit-i- 
tented, as did others.^ Whsit folIoWedf * 
Meteljf' for subscribing a peitftibii wiili^ 
divers 0f tiie council - of ^taiors, tht 
sword dir»wn sa often in- *e-insiu«e whidi^ 
prevaifed, wa^ ferotBriiover^niy head,* 
and I cashiered frefli tbe^ho^ after «#•' 
dbiiiig the t&oekery ttf hAtig ^ciUipailM 

' VOL. II. Q 
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to ride with wy £^e ^lyarda 1^3^ horae'B 
t^lf ^t.tbe head ofna^ regiment^ with my . 
jM-etepded crime writteiiion my breast" 

He stopped as if he looked fof sonte 
expression of surprise. Alh&tt spoke 
npt» and he went on. 

^< Disgusted by the insolence and ip* 
gratitude which I have descrihed^ I 
wished but for au opportunity df tumk^ 
against those with whom I had acted so 
long. Here I concealed my shame fr«m 
the world9 and still solaced myself with 
the hppe that a day of vengeance would 
arrive* Passing over other events* I 
hasten to the present period. The fid* 
li^ and outrages which distinguifih^d tbe. 
protectorates^ had brought men; geneirally 
to wish for a new diange. I saw that ^ 
Clbatles Stuart would be no unwdcome 
visitor. To behold those overthrmm to 
wiH>9l I hadbeen a firm and juaefisd ^Sky^ 
but who had requited my services with 
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contonely and- degiliAatian, l-vfes^teivr^ 
content to forget iiiy^' former h^ttieA ^M^ 
the home of Stuart. The s^h of^Jktktk i 
I had seen perish beneath the hands* bf 
the executtoner, and his gr&tidUM: iV 
oared not to pursue, but on the con- 
trary was inclined to support with all 
the means remaining at my command. > 
At this juncture, and hot very fair* frbth"^ 
the place you purposed visiting on the^ 
night which brought you here, ' I met * 
Challoner. I hailed him, and knowing - 
biflf errand to these parts must ' have - 
some reference to the affairs of Charles, ' 
I was well disposed to make him ac* 
qaiEiinted with what I have now tmMded ' 
to yd&i ^But he ^Urned me as thonjgfi < 
I had be^n' a dog; His tongue reproach- ^ 
ed, 'but Ms eye sp^e stiH hiore keenly.' 
I tiirettbened, anid #ouId hive ^ detairifed ' 
ban, bu< you theH^iaffecting^ riot' t(i }m6W^ 

. ^'ri V'l^^Xja^- ■■./l b*::5 ()fi// iiJ'l 
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him^ came up, aad I was. cf>mpel)ed jbo 
suffer him to proceed-" 
' This part of Johnson's statement 
caused Albert a new surprise, whil^ he 
recalled ^he almost-forgotten incidents 
of the evening on which Challoner had 
visited Lesley. 

" How I have since watched, when 
other eyes were closed in sleep, — what, 
enquiries I have made, and what inform- 
ation I have by these procured, I will 
not dilate upon at this moment. Suffice 
it to say I gained such an inkling of what 
was going on as to be enabled to way- 
lay you. Now learn my motive. Re- 
pelled by Challoner when 1 would fain 
have become his brother soldiiier, since I 
am not admitted to particif>ate in jus 
enterprise, it is my business to defeat iU 
The means of diotng this are securely 
mine. 'By mwiaag^ «him», I shall regum 
more^thai^ all that I ham lost<} and though 
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the pr€!3€iilt fe^ble^ government canaot 
stand, a few bold men may yet hang. all 
the royalists in England, and establish a 
new protector with firmer sway than ever 
Cromwell could boast You are npw 
prevented from serving Charles Stuart; 
will you join the party opposed to him ?'* 

" Never/^ said Albert ; ** I have long 
ceased to recognize in their proceedings 
that republican virtue for which the tur- 
bulent actors in politics claim credit. 
Your conduct completes my disgust j and 
I am not disposed to envy you the facil- 
ity with which you can reconcile your- 
self to serving adverse masters." 

<< Politics I consider but as a game, 
and hold that thi^ rational man will always 
be found on the winning side the moment 
it can be determined which that is. The 
principles of all governments ace nearly 
similar, I care nbthoxig whether I %ht 
for king or protector^ To change is a 
Q 3 
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^m^rmklk cH^ be^^«#rtfy wade; 
for ^iWil&^'^h^lte id 6^ apostacy i»iU 
alwa^^find sufflcifent votaties to keep it 
from b'eiiig looted* out of countenatioo/' 

<* ISnjoy the cotivjction, bat expect 
not to make a con<^ert of me/* 

"On you I hid other deigns. I 
know my fate if Charles returns to the 
throne of his father without aid from me« 
Now, though I am capable of overthrow- 
ing all his adherents, were I sure of being 
well received by them they should have 
me for an ally. 1 know the interest 
Challoner takes in you, and have this 
to say, if you can change the course of. 
his thoughts respecting me, on my aid 
the Royalists may calculate} and, to prove 
beyond all doubt my sincerity, to you 
will 1 give for wife my only daughter/' 

Albert reproached the father of Hen- 
rietta with a look which partly told that 
he understood the value of the ofier 
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^idd^ had been mafl^ Johnson was 
imwilling to believe that he had correctly 
read the thoughts of his prisoner, and 
strove to. persuade himself that doubt of 
,hi9 good faith had caused the resentful 
return which answered it. 

** I speak/^ said he, ^ with sincerity. 
If proof of this be wanting, you may 
•command it/' 

<^ It would be a fraud on my part," 
said Albert, ** were I to pretend to any 
power over Challoner which could recon- 
die him to you.** 

" Then, if he is thus perversely ob- 
•stinate, let him perish for his folly. For 
you, however, there is salvation yet. 
Give him up, and give up bis politick, 
and still you shall command the same 
advsmtage.** 

« No, Sir, I am not yet prepared to 
act the part you wouLdi assign to me, 
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eye^^ /for the b^your ^of* becoming: the 
husband Qiyour drng^er^^ n 

, !lnvo)iinUi,ry sarcs^m marked the de- 
livery of the l^st expreBsions. It at once 
touched th^ wounded pride of Johnaon^ 
and called forth transports of rage. 

"What!" he exclaimed, "have you 
learned the story of her shame, or has she 
sinned anew with you?— ^ But beware. 
Even such a wife as Henrietta may be 
preferable to the lot which will be yours^ 
if still insolently proud, you dare tp 
thwart my will." 

" My conduct," Albert returned, 
" will not be regulated by your will. 
For Henrietta, I have not spoken of li^ 
with scorn, though I may have done so 
much by your proposal and you. This 
only have I meant to say,' that I will 
neither be the instrument, nor the part- 
ner of any new crime which you may 
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meditate.^ If I'n)a^t><peiisb,'^t'I^a^ 'it 
shall.be mine to fall with hoAobr/^^ ' ' ' 

" It shall be yours to die with dis- 
grace -^ despised and abhorred e'^bH by 
those for whom you sacrifice yourself. 
Though by my means your character 
m^ht again stand fair with ChaUoner^ 
at this moment he believes you to be the 
meanest recreant^ and the basest ingrate 
on earth." • 

" This must be said by one better en- 
titled to credit than you^ ere I shall deem 
it worthy of belief." 

f* No ; in despite even of your folly, 
incredulity shall give way before my 
speech. To your confusion know that 
all the instructions given to you by ChaU 
loner weM secured by me, ere you had 
rested mcHre than two hours within these 
walls." 
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<< Believe it so if 70U c»d; Wh6n I hare 
told you tiiat the letters \v^hich were to 
mtrodoce joa to Bentley, at 'Soutbgate, 
have ahready introduced to hiln an agent 
of mine, under your name, as th0 indi- 
vidual sent by Cballoner/* 

" Monster ! it cannot be/' 

*• The C3rpher of which you were the 
bearer is mine. Challoner, ajfter being 
amused by me and by Bentley, who has 
been led on unwittingly to play my game, 
is now a prisoner, and doubts not that 
he has been betrayed by you/* 

<< This must be all a fable. The pa- 
pers which I carried I took care, as you 
well know, — to — to destroy.** 

The well-remembered laugh which 
played on the countenance of Johnson 
when. Albert gave to the flames what he 
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believed to be the doefjuvmo^y^ow aBDded 
toy again appeoffed in the face of his tor- 
mentor. Albert's voice faltemd while' be 
spoke, £br he but too* well anticdpa- 
ted the natiure of the answer whkh 
the assertion he ventured would ddl 
forth. 

^^ You dartroyed papersi,'^ said Johnson, 
*^ but not those which you brought with 
you« Those were taken from the enve* 
lope, while you, a senseless sot, still 
reposed in forgetfulness. They were the 
first things to be secured, but, these taken, 
further search was to be made, and not 
to give a premature alarm in the eivent of 
your awaking sooner than I expected, 
others (^ like bulk were substituted, 
which I did not afterwards deem it ne- 
cessary to withdraw*'' 

<< O villain, villain i — « But atill my 
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bmrt^ititii'irieybii boasts A triiftt^h 
^ieh-^you have fibt aehi^ed. Had 
^ou ^ucc^iekled to the extent yoa pre^ 
fetid, %b5rtHat vain eagerness which 
fori ' manifested to snatch the papers 
which I did destroy firom the kindUtig 
tianie?"' 

" Empty puppet ! that was a master- 
piece of policy, r found you about to 
eoLamine the papers. I talked of seisr- 
ing them to ascertain what importance 
you attached to them ; and when I found 
you aiming at their destruction, I quietly 
suffered your purpose to be effected, that 
if any inconceivable treachery had given 
the means of communicating with those 
who had wisely entrusted secrets, on 
which their very lives depended to you, 
it should not be in your power to warn 
them of the dangers which encompassed 
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tJi^m. It was my ohject.tljat .^h^^^y^H 
threw on the fire should be oansiimeidL 
I only offered to approach, that> i&qing 
me, to secure their destruction, ym 
should not know too soon even what you 
then did." 

** Infamous schemer ! Even now I 
doubt* If it were your object to keep 
me from knowing what was actually 
done then, why am I told of it now ?" 

" Because Challoner is in safe custody. 
Of this I have certain intelligence, and 
though it is even > yet in my power 
to release and save him, no effort of 
your's can enable him to escape. Scorned 
where I would befriend, betrayed where 
I have been kind, and shunned where I 
have not. pffended, such has been my 
fate through life. Thus hunted like a 
wild beast, like the savage o|[lJie woods, 
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9S0 THS WITCH-VIKDER. 

I turn on my pursuers. Since < every 
man's hand is against me/ mine < shall 
be lifted against every man.^ In my 
case the most comprehensive schemes 
of bloody vengeance are but the ne- 
cessary means of self-defence, and just 
retaliation/^ 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUM&v 
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